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Perverse ‘Last Supper’ Performance at Olympics Sparks
Public Outcry

Anne Jea/Wikimedia Commons

The opening ceremony of the 2024 Summer
Olympics in Paris last Friday sparked
significant controversy with its performance
depicting Leonardo da Vinci’s iconic
painting “The Last Supper.” The display
drew backlash from notable religious and
political figures and advertisers, as well as
celebrities. The official Olympics account
appears to have removed the opening-
ceremony footage from its YouTube page
due to the widespread criticism.

The tableau vivant featured drag queens
dressed in elaborate, flamboyant costumes
(which, in some cases, allowed for private
parts to be seen by the public), as well as
extravagant wigs, heavy makeup, and
glittering gowns. Each drag queen portrayed
one of the Twelve Apostles at Jesus’ last
meal before His crucifixion.

Jesus Christ was personified by French DJ Barbara Butch, a self-described “fat, Jewish queer lesbian.”

The display also featured a naked “transgender” performer depicting the pagan god Dionysus.
According to the organizers, that was supposed to make people “aware of the absurdity of violence
between human beings.”

The scene was augmented with high-tech multimedia elements, including holographic projections and
modern dance routines.

Politicians
The performance quickly drew sharp criticism from various quarters.

Politicians, particularly from conservative and religious backgrounds, condemned the display as
disrespectful and inappropriate. French politician Jean-Luc Melenchon, the leader of the France
Unbowed party, felt particularly disheartened and marveled that the Olympics would risk offending
billions of Christians.

“Last night’s mockery of the Last Supper was shocking and insulting to Christian people around the
world who watched the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games, wrote House Speaker Mike Johnson
(R-La.). “The war on our faith and traditional values knows no bounds today. But we know that truth
and virtue will always prevail.”

https://x.com/Olympics/status/1816929100532945380?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1816929100532945380%7Ctwgr%5Ee37b1f25cffffbb5b6d0332312ff817769a6c3b9%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fiframe.nbcnews.com%2FdLWYqys%3F_showcaption%3Dtrueapp%3D1
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/french-opposition-leader-criticizes-mockery-of-christian-last-supper-at-paris-olympics/3287729
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Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) described the ceremony as “satanic, trans, and occult,” and
lambasted the French Olympic Committee for apparently attempting to delete the video footage from its
channels.

At the same time, other prominent figures, such as first lady Jill Biden, found the event “spectacular.”

Religious Leaders
Religious leaders were particularly vocal in their disapproval.

The French Bishops Conference expressed mixed feelings about the 2024 Olympics opening ceremony.
They acknowledged the event as a “marvelous display of beauty and joy, rich in emotion and universally
acclaimed.” However, they also regretted that it “unfortunately included scenes of mockery and
derision of Christianity.”

According to the Catholic Herald,

Leading figures in the Catholic Church took to social media to express their sorrow at what
occurred, with some also placing it in a wider and concerning context.

“Secular fundamentalism has now infiltrated the Olympics, even to the point of blaspheming the
religion of over a billion people,” Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San
Francisco wrote on X. “Would they do that with any other religion?”

Leaders from other Christian denominations, including the Russian Orthodox Church, also condemned
the performance, calling it sacrilegious and urging the organizers to issue an apology.

Muslim leaders chimed in, too. Egypt’s Al-Azhar, the highest seat of Sunni Muslim learning, condemned
the displaying of Jesus in a “barbaric, reckless manner that vexes believers in religions and travesties
morals and noble human values.”

Pope Francis has not made any direct remarks about the performance. However, in his Sunday “Gospel
of the Day” post, he mentioned the Last Supper of Jesus Christ, highlighting the events leading up to
His betrayal, trial, and crucifixion.

Christian satirical news site the Babylon Bee came up with a story announcing, “Sodom and Gomorrah
Set to Host 2028 Olympics.”

Celebrities
The controversy also extended to the world of celebrities.

Donald Trump Jr. re-posted a snapshot from the performance described as “satanic,” noting, “They’re
not even pretending anymore.”

“I am sorry to say to ALL the world’s GREATEST ATHLETES, I wish you ALL THE BEST, but I cannot
watch an Olympics that disrespects Christianity and openly celebrates Satan,” wrote actor Rob
Schneider.

https://www.nbclosangeles.com/paris-2024-summer-olympics/paris-opening-ceremony-first-lady-jill-biden-la-2028-olympics/3470647/
https://eglise.catholique.fr/espace-presse/communiques-de-presse/554020-reaction-de-la-conference-des-eveques-de-france-et-holy-games-au-sujet-de-la-ceremonie-douverture-des-jeux-olympiques-de-paris-2024/
https://catholicherald.co.uk/mounting-catholic-pushback-against-olympic-games-opening-ceremony/
https://trtafrika.com/sports/2024-olympics-religious-groups-condemn-last-supper-depiction-at-opening-ceremony-18189126
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/133764/Al-Azhar-%E2%80%98Blasphemous%E2%80%99-parody-of-Last-Supper-at-2024-Olympics
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/word-of-the-day/2024/07/28.html
https://x.com/DonaldJTrumpJr/status/1817155924345139227
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“This was extremely disrespectful to Christians,” wrote Elon Musk in response to a post calling on
others to “reject [the] degeneracy” of the Olympics.

Popular British journalist Piers Morgan said that the decision to mock Christianity with a drag-queen
performance was “appalling.”

Commenting on the Olympics “Last Supper” portrayal, famed Hollywood fitness coach and lesbian
Jillian Michaels wrote on X, “Dear fellow gays… We demand tolerance and respect but then make a
mockery of something sacred for over 2 billion Christians. This type of hypocrisy and lack of
understanding is a bad look.”

Advertisers
C Spire, the largest privately held wireless company in the United States, promptly pulled its
advertising from the Olympics, saying in a short statement that they were “shocked by the mockery of
the Last Supper.”

Mississippi’s Governor Tate Reeves applauded C Spire’s decision, saying, “I am proud to see the private
sector in Mississippi step up and put their foot down. God will not be mocked.”

Organizers’ Explanation and Apology
Amid the growing backlash, Olympic organizers told the press that they meant no disrespect. Reports
Forbes:

Anne Descamps, a spokesperson for the Paris games, told reporters on Sunday there was
“never [any] intention to show disrespect to any religious group” and Thomas Jolly, creative
director of the opening ceremony, instead hoped to “celebrate community tolerance,”
according to multiple news outlets.

She said the scene was generally well received but that organizers are “of course, really,
really sorry” to anyone who was offended.

Jolly, a homosexual, boldly denied taking inspiration from the “Last Supper.” In an interview following
the backlash, he said that “The idea was to do a big pagan party linked to the gods of Olympus” that
was supposed to “bring people together” while also  affirming France’s “Republican values of liberty,
equality and fraternity.”

Following these statements, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) issued an apology saying that
“there was never any intention to show disrespect towards any religious group or belief,” and that the
ceremony was merely trying “to celebrate community and tolerance.”

The full official video of the ceremony was apparently deleted from the Olympics’ YouTube channel.

“The Olympics is now trying to memory hole Last Night’s Opening Ceremony,” wrote popular
conservative commentator Benny Johnson.

https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1816948075174203771?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1816948075174203771%7Ctwgr%5E5c8c636d068efea15269fb69fd8fefc9592014c0%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foxnews.com%2Fmedia%2Folympics-opening-ceremony-sparks-outrage-drag-queens-parodying-last-supper-gone-completely-woke
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maryroeloffs/2024/07/28/olympics-organizers-apologize-after-drag-queen-last-supper-slammed-by-conservatives/
https://abcnews.go.com/Sports/wireStory/paris-olympics-organizers-meant-disrespect-supper-tableau-112346305
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20240728-paris-sorry-for-any-offence-over-opening-olympic-ceremony
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Like many others on X, Johnson called on the public to join him in a “complete and total boycott of the
blasphemous sickening satanic occult ritual formerly known as the Olympics.”

https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Veronika Kyrylenko on July 29, 2024

Page 5 of 5

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf

