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Netanyahu Wins Israel’s Third General Election in a Year;
Still Short of Governing Majority
The State of Israel held an historic third
general election in the space of one year on
Monday, and the results were similar to the
first two. Long-time Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party won the
most seats, but the conservative coalition
failed to win the 61 seats needed to form a
new government.

With 97 percent of polling stations
reporting, Netanyahu and Likud look to have
won 36 of the 120 Knesset seats available,
with their main rival Benny Gantz and his
center-left Blue and White Party garnering
32 seats.

The remaining three percent of the vote consists of absentee ballots from IDF soldiers and diplomats
and other citizens abroad. There is also a small cache of votes that come from countries where they
might have been exposed to coronavirus, which will be counted in a tent outside the Knesset on
Wednesday.

Being short the proper amount of seats might be the least of Netanyahu’s troubles going forward, as he
is scheduled to go on trial on March 17. Netanyahu is accused of taking more than a quarter of a million
dollars’ worth of gifts, including cigars and champagne, from wealthy businessmen in exchange for
regulatory assistance from the government. 

Netanyahu vehemently denies any wrongdoing and claims he is the victim of a witch hunt by political
enemies and a hostile media.

Despite the roadblocks ahead, Netanyahu was still thrilled to claim a victory on Monday night. “This is a
victory against all the odds, because we stood against powerful forces,” the prime minister told
supporters Monday night. “They already eulogized us. Our opponents said the Netanyahu era is over.”

In a somewhat defeated tone, Gantz promised to carry on in his cause. “We won’t let anyone destroy the
country. We won’t let anyone separate between us. We won’t let anyone dismantle Israeli society and
crush democracy,” Gantz told supporters. “Even if it is difficult, we will win at its end.”

The conservative bloc, which includes Likud, Shas (10 seats), UTJ (seven seats), and Yamina (six seats),
has 59 of the 61 seats needed. The center-left bloc of Blue and White and Labor-Gesher-Meretz (seven
seats) has 39 seats.

The far-left Joint Arab List Party, which consists mainly of Arab nationalists and socialists, scored 15
seats and would likely join in a coalition with the Blue and White Party. This is a problem though, as the
remaining party, Yisrael Beytenu, won seven seats in the election.

Yisrael Beytenu split from the Likud Party in 1999, and its leader Avigdor Lieberman, who seems to
enjoy his role as “kingmaker,” has vowed never to sit in a government with the Joint Arab List.

https://www.jpost.com/Israel-Elections/Israeli-elections-CEC-announces-first-results-619541
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-israel-netanyahu-trial-idUSKBN20C1TC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avigdor_Lieberman
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf
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Lieberman is also not a Netanyahu fan, and has said he would not form a government with Netanyahu. 

At the same time, Lieberman has promised followers that there will not be a fourth election. This might
indicate that he would allow a defection or two from his camp to form a coalition with Netanyahu.
Yisrael Beytenu lines up closer policy-wise with the conservative camp, and even if he were to line up
with the center-left, they would still be short of the 61 seats needed to form a government.

Some have suggested that the Likud Party and the Blue and White Party join forces and create a so-
called unity government since their ideological differences aren’t major ones. After all, both Gantz and
Netanyahu have endorsed the Trump administration’s Mideast Peace Plan, which would create a
conditional path to statehood for Palestinians while still allowing Israel to maintain sovereignty over the
majority of Israeli settlements in the West Bank.

However, the tenor of the campaign, with both sides slinging mud and charging the other with
corruption, would seem to make even that agreement a moot point. Gantz has already ruled out any
partnership with Likud as long as Netanyahu is in charge, and unless Netanyahu is convicted, he’s not
going anywhere.

With three general elections in one year, the people of Israel are likely election-weary by now.
Netanyahu and his surrogates are already making overtures, trying to get at least two members of other
parties to join the conservative bloc. Netanyahu, a close ally of President Trump, would like to have a
government formed by the time his trial begins on March 17.
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