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Israeli Ministers Say U.S.-Iran Peace Deal Does Not Bind
Israel, Israel Will Not Abandon Conquered Territories

Top Israeli officials said not only that Israel
is not bound by the U.S.-Iran peace pact to
be signed on Friday, but also that it will not
abandon the territories it has illegally seized
in Gaza, Syria, and Lebanon.

The nation’s ministers of defense, finance,
and national security denounced the
agreement, although Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu only warned that Israel
will never permit Iran to obtain a nuclear
weapon.

On Sunday, Israel struck targets in Lebanon,

supposedly to respond to a Hezbollah attack AP Images
on Israel. Itamar Ben-Gvir
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Trump's agreement does not bind us. Israel is not subject to the United
States, and we are an independent and sovereign nation!

Our duty is to the citizens of Israel, to the soldiers of the IDF, and to the
Jewish people, and our historical duty to the persecuted and murdered
Jews over thousands of years of exile, to provide security to Jews in the
Land of Israel.

Every time we succumbed to international pressure at the expense of
Israel's security, we paid a blood price with interest. It was true in the
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We emphasize: We love the USA and are grateful to President Trump.
And yet, the State of Israel is not a banana republic.

| say these things to the Prime Minister all the time, and repeat them in
closed rooms at every important historical juncture: In historical
moments, a historical decision must be made.

My position is clear: We are not partners to this agreement that does not
ensure our security, and it does not bind us in any way. We must not
compromise on anything less than the dismantling of Hezbollah, we
must not withdraw from any territory that our fighters have captured and
cleared of terror infrastructure, we must not return to a situation where
thousands of terrorists sit on the fences of northern settlements, and
certainly we must not remain silent for a moment in the face of fire
directed at the State of Israel.

We must make it clear: Every launch of a drone, UAV, or missile toward
Israel from Lebanon will lead to an Israeli strike in Dahiya. That was the
deterrence balance just a few months ago, and we must not give it up in
any way.

And above all, we must make it clear to everyone: The peaple of Israel is
a people of 3,000 years, the eternal people that does not fear a long
road; we have faith in the Creator of the Universe, we are a strong and
proud people that returned to its homeland strong and proud, and does
not intend to lower its gaze before enemies anymore. The days are over
when the Jew took blows and kept silent. Never again!
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Minister of National Security

In a 370-word jeremiad on X, Itamar Ben-Gvir, the minister of national security, declared that Israel is
“not subject to the United States, and we are an independent and sovereign nation!”

Whether that means Israel will no longer fleece American taxpayers to the tune of more than $3 billion
annually is unclear. But Ben-Gvir made clear his nation has no obligations to the United States, despite
more than $300 billion in aid since 1946.

“Our duty is to the citizens of Israel, to the soldiers of the IDF, and to the Jewish people, and our
historical duty to the persecuted and murdered Jews over thousands of years of exile, to provide
security to Jews in the Land of Israel,” Ben-Gvir fumed on X:

Every time we succumbed to international pressure at the expense of Israel’s security, we
paid a blood price with interest. It was true in the Oslo Accords, it was true in the Lebanon
agreement in 2006, and it was true in every period of containment in Gaza that exploded in
our faces.

We emphasize: We love the USA and are grateful to President Trump. And yet, the State of
Israel is not a banana republic.

Despite all that “love,” for the “USA,” Israel’s espionage here is “critical” and “unhinged,” a recent
Pentagon report says.

“We are not partners to this agreement that does not ensure our security, and it does not bind us in any
way,” Ben-Gvir continued:

We must not compromise on anything less than the dismantling of Hezbollah, we must not
withdraw from any territory that our fighters have captured and cleared of terror
infrastructure, we must not return to a situation where thousands of terrorists sit on the
fences of northern settlements, and certainly we must not remain silent for a moment in the
face of fire directed at the State of Israel. ...

The days are over when the Jew took blows and kept silent. Never again!

Minister of Defense

Israel Katz, minister of defense, unspooled an even longer screed about what Israel “expects” of U.S.
President Donald Trump.

Conceding that Israel and the United States enjoy a “shared interest,” Katz wrote that “Israel must
ensure that in the future as well, we will have the ability to act independently to prevent Iran from
acquiring nuclear weapons, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and I have instructed the IDF to
prepare accordingly.”

Beyond that, Israel will not withdraw from the territories it has conquered in Gaza, Syria and Lebanon,
which Katz euphemistically called “security zones.”
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The U.S. President is currently leading toward an agreement with Iran out
of a view of American interests, including the shared interest with Israel
—to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons—and we expect him to
uphold this principle and additional principles in the realm of missiles
and terrorist proxies.

Together, we have inflicted severe blows on Iran that have set back its
capabilities by many years.

Israel must ensure that in the future as well, we will have the ability to
actindependently to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, and
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and I have instructed the IDF to
prepare accordingly.

Israel will not withdraw from the security zones in Lebanon, Syria, and
Gaza. The IDF will continue to defend our borders and our citizens from
the peak of Mount Hermon, the mountains of Lebanaon, the areas of our
land in the Samaria region, and most of the territory of Gaza—against
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The IDF will not withdraw from the terrorist camps in northern Samaria,
which have been evacuated of residents, and if necessary, the operation
will be expanded to additional terrorist camps.

Our security doctrine is sharp and clear: We act against both near and
distant threats and strive for decisive outcomes rather than
compromises and concessions.

Much is at stake in this period, and we are determined to continue
leading a firm security policy that will prevent harm to our security
achievements and will not endanger our ability to fight against the Shiite
axis of evil led by Iran and the Sunni axis of evil led by the Muslim
Brotherhood.

| wish to express great appreciation to the IDF command for the major
achievements and to our heroic soldiers, in the regular forces, standing
army, and reserves, for the heroic battle on behalf of Israel's security—
and to the residents of the north for their heroic steadfastness that gives
the IDF the strength to continue defending their security.

I send a big hug to the bereaved families who have lost what is most
precious to them and wish a speedy recovery to all the wounded, in body
and soul, who have devoted themselves to defending Jewish lives and
the security of the State of Israel.
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“The IDF will continue to defend our borders and our citizens from the peak of Mount Hermon, the
mountains of Lebanon, the areas of our land in the Samaria region, and most of the territory of Gaza —
against the threats posed by jihadist forces and organizations, as a central lesson from the events of
October 7,” he wrote:

The IDF will not withdraw from the terrorist camps in northern Samaria, which have been
evacuated of residents, and if necessary, the operation will be expanded to additional
terrorist camps.

Our security doctrine is sharp and clear: We act against both near and distant threats and
strive for decisive outcomes rather than compromises and concessions.

That warning comports with the Greater Israel Project, which envisions Israel as encompassing all the
land between the Nile and Euphrates rivers. U.S. Ambassador Mike Huckabee boosted that deranged
idea during a disastrous interview with Tucker Carlson.

Finance Minister, Prime Minister

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, “another far-right member of Netanyahu’s coalition, has also
demanded that Israel ‘stand firm on our principles and guarantee the IDF full freedom of action to keep
pushing Hezbollah back,’ referring to the Israel Defense Forces,” The Washington Post reported:

“The agreement with Iran is bad for Israel and the entire free world. Period,” Smotrich said.

00 Israel's Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich: "The agreement with Iran is bad for Israel
and for the entire free world. Period."

He vowed Israel would keep working to topple the Iranian regime "ourselves and in creative
ways," and to make sure Iran never gets a nuclear weapon.... https://t.co/D2IuAyrH8Z
pic.twitter.com/IPjtOoHtOW

— Mario Nawfal (@MarioNawfal) June 15, 2026
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With an agreement, without an agreement - as long as | am Prime
Minister of Israel, Iran will not have nuclear weapons >>
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BREAKING: Benjamin Netanyahu says he will not comply with President Trump’s peace deal
with Iran and will strike Iran and Lebanon whenever he deems necessary.

Netanyahu says he does not see eye to eye with Trump on the issue and that he is
responsible for Israel’s security.... pic.twitter.com/3JECB3b4hF

— Shadow of Ezra (@ShadowofEzra) June 15, 2026

For his part, Netanyahu repeated what he said on learning of the agreement last week.

“With an agreement, without an agreement — as long as I am Prime Minister of Israel, Iran will not
have nuclear weapons,” he wrote on X over video of his remarks. And, he continued, he is “responsible
for Israel’s security.” Translation: Israel will do what is in its interests without regard to the United
States.

Katz and Netanyahu also defended Sunday’s strikes in Beirut, Lebanon.

“In response to continued Hezbollah attacks on Israel’s territory, including a terror drone strike this
morning, Prime Minister Netanyahu and Defense Minister Katz authorized an IDF surgical strike on a
Hezbollah terrorist target in the Dahieh quarter of Beirut,” Katz and Netanyahu wrote on X. “Israel will
not tolerate firing at its territory.”
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Joint statement by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Defense Minister Israel Katz

In response to continued Hezbollah attacks on Israel’s territory, including a terror drone
strike this morning, Prime Minister Netanyahu and Defense Minister Katz authorized an IDF
surgical... pic.twitter.com/KEIrKgsezU

— Prime Minister of Israel (@IsraeliPM) June 14, 2026

“Israel said the strikes were in retaliation for Hezbollah’s launch of drones and rockets toward northern
Israel,” The New York Times reported:

While Hezbollah claimed several attacks on Israeli military positions in southern Lebanon on
Sunday, it did not say that it had fired across the border into Israeli territory.

Israel seeks to annex southern Lebanon up to the Litani River as part of the Greater Israel Project.

On Friday in Switzerland, U.S. and Iranian officials expect to formalize Sunday’s digitally signed
agreement.

Israel, apparently, hopes to sabotage that agreement.

“Two Israeli defense officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive security
matters, said there had been no coordination with the United States before the strike, only a
notification to the U.S. military a few minutes before it began,” the Times reported:

The two officials said that the assessment within Israel’s military intelligence corps was that
such a bombing could be interpreted internationally as an Israeli attempt to disrupt the
emerging deal with Iran and could create tension between Israel and the Trump
administration.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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