
Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on April 20, 2026

Page 1 of 7

IDF Validates Photo of Soldier Sledgehammering Effigy of
Jesus Christ; Outrage Continues

Younis Tirawi/X

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) confirmed
that one of its soldiers smashed an effigy of
Jesus Christ torn off of a crucifix.

The soldier committed the sacrilege in
southern Lebanon, which Israel is seeking to
conquer in its quest for a Greater Israel.

Seen in a photo gone viral, the
sledgehammering mirrors the IDF’s
repeated attacks on Catholic churches and
other symbols. The outrage invited
widespread condemnation, including that
from non-Christians.

Appropriate Measures
The IDF announced yesterday that it was scrutinizing the photo, and today revealed that it is, indeed,
authentic.

“The photograph depicts an IDF soldier operating in southern Lebanon,” the IDF announced on X:

https://x.com/ytirawi/status/2045851392527458672?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045851392527458672%7Ctwgr%5E8173f5cd2467803f0c4c87dc71aaa54eb5703217%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/IDF/status/2045973415643767091?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045973415643767091%7Ctwgr%5E6762039daf4aaff5e81e6bffe74513d4fbe96f57%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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The IDF views the incident with great severity and emphasizes that the soldier’s conduct is
wholly inconsistent with the values expected of its troops.

The incident is being investigated by the Northern Command and is currently being
addressed through the chain of command. Appropriate measures will be taken against those
involved in accordance with the findings.

Furthermore, the IDF is working to assist the community in restoring the statue to its place.

The IDF is operating to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure established by Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon, and has no intention of harming civilian infrastructure, including
religious buildings or religious symbols.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu declared himself aghast at the anti-Christian vandalism.

“As the Jewish state, Israel cherishes and upholds the Jewish values of tolerance and mutual respect
between Jews and worshippers of all faiths,” he wrote on X:

All religions flourish in our land and we view members of all faiths as equals in building our
society and region.

Yesterday, like the overwhelming majority of Israelis, I was stunned and saddened to learn
that an IDF soldier damaged a Catholic religious icon in southern Lebanon. I condemn the
act in the strongest terms. Military authorities are conducting a criminal probe of the matter
and will take appropriately harsh disciplinary action against the offender.

Netanyahu wrote that only in Israel is “freedom to worship” permitted for all, and that Christians are
“slaughtered in Syria and Lebanon by Muslims.”

Critics Don’t Agree
That claim didn’t fly with critics such as far-left Democrat podcaster Cenk Uygur. “You have nothing but
contempt for other people’s religions,” the atheist replied on X:

That’s why you bombed churches in Gaza. You’re currently murdering Armenian Christians
in Southern Lebanon. You’re pretending to care about Christians here because that’s who
you rob in America to pay for all your wars.

“This is just another example of Israel’s hatred and disregard for other cultures and faiths,” Uygur’s
Young Turks colleague Ana Kasparian wrote. “No one trusts your phony investigations, especially when
IDF soldiers get away with rape and murder every single day.”

Independent journalist Glenn Greenwald, who is Jewish, explained what Israel-first Christian Zionists
are likely thinking: “This Israeli soldier was absolutely justified in smashing the head of the Jesus Christ
statue because Hezbollah and Hamas were hiding inside. We owe him our gratitude.�.”

The U.S. ambassador to Israel, Mike Huckabee, who told podcaster Tucker Carlson that Israel was
entitled to seize the entire Middle East, said the soldier’s punishment must be “swift [and] severe, &
public consequences are needed.”

This is “‘our greatest ally’ that takes billions of our tax dollars and weapons every year,” Trump critic

https://x.com/netanyahu/status/2046166181258650016
https://x.com/cenkuygur/status/2046278930282488107?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2046278930282488107%7Ctwgr%5E91ba905508076a5ad1ef45c2cbe264903aab4f9a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/AnaKasparian/status/2046011023665287496?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2046011023665287496%7Ctwgr%5E2092b6597bea6011085ae6c6e237423a6ec36d1b%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/ggreenwald/status/2045866140694618237?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045866140694618237%7Ctwgr%5E8db80a931d6daeff314cbd0f5d811308f6a95a6e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/ggreenwald/status/2045866140694618237?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045866140694618237%7Ctwgr%5E8db80a931d6daeff314cbd0f5d811308f6a95a6e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/huckabee-defends-pollard-meeting-says-god-promised-israel-the-entire-middle-east/?utm_source=_pdf
https://x.com/ggreenwald/status/2045866140694618237?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045866140694618237%7Ctwgr%5E8db80a931d6daeff314cbd0f5d811308f6a95a6e%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Marjorie Taylor Greene wrote.

“Why hasn’t the soldier been named and what actions are being taken?” asked Jack Posobiec of Human
Events.

“Horrific,” said former GOP Representative Matt Gaetz.

On the other hand, Israel-first Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, a Protestant Christian whose pastor
wants to ban certain public expressions of the Catholic faith, has said nothing. 

Also silent as of this writing: U.S. President Donald Trump.

For its part, the Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land called the sledgehammer attack
“a grave affront to the Christian faith” that “adds to other reported incidents of desecration of Christian
symbols by IDF soldiers in southern Lebanon.”

It continued:

It further reveals a disturbing failure in moral and human formation, wherein even the most
elementary reverence for the sacred and for the dignity of others has been gravely
compromised. The Assembly calls for immediate and decisive disciplinary action, a credible
process of accountability, and clear assurances that such conduct will neither be tolerated
nor repeated.

https://x.com/mtgreenee/status/2045950812543721907?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2045950812543721907%7Ctwgr%5Edf4dddbbd0836af70a3a5db4639c04a7318153eb%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/JackPosobiec/status/2046180544954708044?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2046180544954708044%7Ctwgr%5Eb943b270c40dc96ab59e3063a5ccbba0a0147fa5%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://x.com/mattgaetz/status/2045889792601112784
https://thenewamerican.com/us/culture/hegseth-pastor-would-ban-public-displays-of-catholic-devotion/?utm_source=_pdf
https://aocts.org/news/statement-profanation-of-an-image-of-jesus-crucified
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Other Attacks
The attack is not a one-off. A year ago, the IDF bulldozed a statue of St. George in southern Lebanon. 

On October 9, 2024, an IDF airstrike destroyed St. George Melkite Catholic Church in Derdghaya,
Lebanon. Eight were killed. Israel claimed it was attacking terrorists.

https://aocts.org/news/statement-profanation-of-an-image-of-jesus-crucified
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/israel-tears-down-statue-of-christian-saint-in-southern-lebanon-on-palm-sunday/3537861
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2024_Derdghaya_Melkite_Church_airstrike
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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And in March, Israel shut down the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, the site of Jesus Christ’s

https://x.com/DannyKPolitics/status/2046038165157265422?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2046038165157265422%7Ctwgr%5E7b282a10db51536113154d37c68060ee8307356f%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D440706action%3Dedit
https://churchoftheholysepulchre.net/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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crucifixion and burial. Israeli forces blocked Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin Patriarch of
Jerusalem, from entering the church for Palm Sunday Mass.

International outrage caused Netanyahu to reopen the Church for the remainder of Holy Week.

https://forward.com/fast-forward/815986/netanyahu-orders-church-of-the-holy-sepulchre-open-after-palm-sunday-closure-flares-tensions/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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