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Hamas Dismisses New Ceasefire Proposal

AP Images
Gaza

Hamas has dismissed all clauses of the latest
hostage deal proposal, instead raising the
number of Palestinian prisoners who have to
be freed by Israel as part of the deal, per
reports by The Times of Israel on April 14,
citing a senior Israeli official.

The most recent proposal that Hamas
disavowed called for a temporary ceasefire
in the Gaza Strip in exchange for the
liberation of Israeli hostages.

Israeli intelligence agency Mossad decried
Hamas’ move, stating, “The rejection of the
proposal by the three mediators, which
included the most significant flexibility on
Israel’s part, proves that [Yahya] Sinwar
does not want a humanitarian deal and the
return of the hostages, is continuing to
exploit the tension with Iran, and is striving
to unite the sectors and achieve a general
escalation in the region.”

Mossad added that “Israel will continue to strive to realize the objectives of the war with Hamas with
full force,” and “leave no stone unturned to return the 133 hostages from Gaza forthwith.”

According to another article by The Times of Israel, Hamas unveiled a proposal of its own, demanding
Israel to cease the war in the first six-week phase of a three-phase process.

During the first six weeks, Hamas would not liberate any hostages. Israeli hostages would only be
released during the second and third stages, with each stage lasting six weeks. In turn, Israel is to free
considerable numbers of Palestinian prisoners.

Besides, the Hamas proposal stipulated that displaced Palestinians would be permitted to return
unrestricted to northern Gaza during the initial six-week phase. Furthermore, the Hamas proposal also
called for the withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) from all urban areas in the Gaza Strip.

Although truce negotiations began on April 7 in Cairo, no significant progress has been achieved thus
far regarding a plan unveiled by U.S., Qatari, and Egyptian mediators. A week-long truce happened in
late November, during which 105 hostages were liberated.

Former proposals have urged the liberation of around 40 “humanitarian” hostages, such as children,
women, the elderly and the sick, during an initial six-week truce. Nevertheless, Hamas has rebuffed all
these truce proposals and declared that any further hostage releases would hinge on Israel ending the
war, pulling out all IDF forces, and permitting displaced northern Gazans to return to their homes.
Israel has dismissed Hamas’ conditions, according to The Times of Israel.

The Times of Israel, citing Israel’s Channel 12 news, mentioned an unverified report (as of the time of
writing) on April 15 that said Hamas was willing to liberate fewer than 20 “humanitarian” hostages.

https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-spurns-latest-hostage-deal-proposal-demands-permanent-ceasefire/
https://www.gov.il/en/pages/spoke-office140424
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-said-to-draw-up-ceasefire-deal-with-no-hostages-to-be-released-in-first-phase/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/details-40-day-gaza-truce-draft-proposal-being-studied-by-hamas-2024-02-27/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-said-to-draw-up-ceasefire-deal-with-no-hostages-to-be-released-in-first-phase/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/hamas-said-to-draw-up-ceasefire-deal-with-no-hostages-to-be-released-in-first-phase/
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In a post on X on April 16, Israeli Foreign Minister Israel Katz urged allies to categorize Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organization after Iranian attacks on Israeli territory
over the past weekend:

Alongside the military response to the firing of the missiles and the UAVs, I am leading a
diplomatic offensive against Iran.

This morning I sent letters to 32
countries and spoke with dozens of foreign ministers and leading figures around the world
calling for sanctions to be…

Israel Katz (@Israel_katz) April 16, 2024 ישראל כ”ץ —

However, in an interview with French news outlet Le Monde on April 16, EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell admitted that although “there have already been several discussions about putting the
Revolutionary Guards on the list of terrorist organizations,” to classify the Revolutionary Guard as a
“terrorist organization” would not be realistic for the moment.

Echoing a similar tune, U.K. Foreign Secretary David Cameron stated in an interview with Sky News on
April 15 that Israel should “think with head as well as heart” in response to Iran’s weekend assaults,
calling for Israel to exercise restraint to avert a rise in Middle Eastern hostilities.

“Of course if you’re sitting in Israel this morning you’re thinking quite rightly — ‘We have every right to
respond to this’.… But we are urging that they shouldn’t escalate,” Cameron said, adding, “We’re trying
to avoid escalation and the action we took alongside the Americans and others clearly has helped to
stop that escalation because the Iran attack was an almost total failure.”

Russia’s Foreign Ministry also urged Iran and Israel on April 14 to exercise restraint to prevent a
further intensification of regional animosities.

“We express our extreme concern over another dangerous escalation in the region,” Russia’s foreign
ministry said in a statement on the Iranian attacks, as quoted by Reuters. “We call on all parties
involved to exercise restraint.”

Russia pointed out that Tehran had said the attack was a legitimate act of self-defense in response to
Israel’s strike on the Iranian embassy compound in Damascus on April 1, a move that Moscow
denounced.

Russia also condemned Western efforts in preventing the UN Security Council from responding to the
Israeli strike on the Iranian embassy compound.

“We have repeatedly warned that the numerous unresolved crises in the Middle East, primarily in the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict zone, which are often fueled by irresponsible provocative actions, will lead to
an increase in tension,” the ministry said, per Reuters reports.

https://twitter.com/Israel_katz/status/1780128742712484209?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1780128742712484209%7Ctwgr%5Ec766cfa04996fb6ef351e2dbdf56c0bd0f71b3c1%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rt.com%2Fnews%2F596055-israel-iran-revolutionary-guard-corps-terrorists%2F
https://twitter.com/Israel_katz/status/1780128742712484209?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2024/04/16/josep-borrell-a-regional-war-is-in-nobody-s-interest-especially-not-the-gazans_6668581_4.html
https://news.sky.com/story/lord-cameron-urges-israel-to-think-with-head-as-well-as-heart-and-not-retaliate-to-iran-13115786
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/russia-calls-restraint-after-iranian-strikes-israel-2024-04-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/russia-calls-restraint-after-iranian-strikes-israel-2024-04-14/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/angeline-tan/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Angeline Tan on April 17, 2024

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/angeline-tan/?utm_source=_pdf

