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Latvia Moves to Buck Globalist Istanbul Convention,
Signaling Growing Populist Traction

Latvia is making significant moves to exit
the Istanbul Convention, a product of the
Council of Europe. If they succeed, the

Baltic nation would become the second
country — Turkey withdrew in 2021 — to
leave the convention, marking another win
for the anti-globalist movement.

Ratified in 2011, the convention’s alleged
purpose is to “protect women against all
forms of violence, and prevent, prosecute
and eliminate violence against women and
domestic violence.” By design, however, the
convention erodes national sovereignty and Alex Walter/iStock/Getty Images Plus
imposes leftist gender ideology on signatory

nations.

Latvia’s Attempt to Exit

The initial Latvian withdrawal effort was passed in the 100-seat Parliament with a 56-vote majority. But
on November 5, the Parliament voted to postpone the withdrawal to an unknown date.

“Latvian parliament has voted to indefinitely postpone the withdrawal from the Istanbul Convention,”
Prime Minister Evika Silina said in a post on X. “I welcome this vote. It is a victory of democracy, rule of
law and women’s rights.”

Parliament can still execute the withdrawal with another vote, which observers are speculating will take
place after next year’s election.

OSCE Condemns Attempt to Exit

The globalist Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) reprimanded the Latvians
for daring to follow their own laws to protect women: “Latvia’s proposed withdrawal from the Istanbul
Convention is a serious setback to the protection and rights of the country’s women and girls.... Not
only does it weaken survivors’ trust in the system as a whole, but it also makes women solely reliant on
national authorities without the international guidance.”

Despite the setback, the right-wing populist Latvia First Party is continuing to push for leaving the
convention.

“This will not influence domestic violence in any way,” Gunars Gutris, a member of Parliament from the
Greens and Farmers Union, told the press. “Protections against domestic violence were in Latvian law
even before the Istanbul Convention.”

And Linda Liepina, a lawmaker from the Latvia First party, told Parliament, “What I see is how a foreign
ideology is creeping into our everyday lives.”
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https://x.com/EvikaSilina
https://www.oscepa.org/en/news-a-media/press-releases/2025/osce-pa-leaders-regret-latvian-parliament-vote-to-leave-istanbul-convention
https://www.theepochtimes.com/world/latvian-parliament-votes-to-withdraw-from-international-treaty-on-domestic-violence-5937797
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/womens-rights-activists-protest-against-latvias-possible-withdrawal-from-domestic-violence-treaty
https://thenewamerican.com/author/andrew-muller-3/?utm_source=_pdf
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In a statement to Euronews, Latvia First doubled down on their desire to exit the convention, saying,
“The Istanbul Convention is a product of radical feminism based on the ideology of gender.”

While the outcome of withdrawal efforts remains to be seen, the growing hunger for nationalist policies
is spreading across Europe. This should be celebrated by all freedom-loving people.
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https://www.euronews.com/2025/10/31/latvia-will-have-to-respect-rules-protecting-women-even-if-it-quits-istanbul-convention
https://thenewamerican.com/author/andrew-muller-3/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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