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Farage Announces He Won’t Run for Parliament, but
Brexit Party Will Contest 600 Seats
On Sunday, the leader of the United
Kingdom’s new Brexit Party announced that
he will not stand for Member of Parliament
(MP) in the coming general snap election on
December 12. Nigel Farage, to many the
face of the Brexit movement in the
U.K., announced his decision in an interview
on the BBC’s Andrew Marr Show.

Farage later confirmed his decision in a
tweet: “From tomorrow, I will be going out
to campaign across the length and breadth
of this country. We will explain to people
why Boris’ Brexit is a betrayal of 17.4
million. That means I have no time to fight a
seat myself, but I will support 600 people
who are.”

Last week, after three failed attempts, Parliament finally voted in favor of holding the snap general
election in an attempt to break the political impasse over Brexit. Johnson hopes to regain the governing
majority he lost earlier this year when 21 Conservative MPs chose to stand against him on a key vote
regarding negotiations with the EU. Johnson ousted those 21 MPs from the party, leaving no party or
coalition with a firm majority.

Farage may not be running, but his Brexit Party will contest at least 600 seats nationwide. The party
will contest districts held by every major party in the U.K., including Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s
Conservative (Tory) Party.

Farage told Marr that he decided he should focus on campaigning nationwide rather than committing
himself to one district. “I have thought very hard about this. How do I serve the cause of Brexit best?”
Farage said.

“Do I fight a seat and try to get myself into parliament or do I serve the cause better traversing the
length and breadth of the United Kingdom supporting 600 candidates, and I’ve decided the latter
course is the right one.”

The announcement represents a change in course for Farage, who announced in late September that he
wouldstand for MP. At that time, however, he also offered current PM Boris Johnson a deal in which the
Brexit Party would not fight for Tory seats in exchange for a promise that Johnson would seek a clean or
“no-deal” Brexit. Johnson flatly refused the offer, saying that the Tories do not do deals and that the
only way to secure Brexit was to back the Conservative (Tory) Party.

Farage, who currently sits as a member of the European Parliament (MEP), has been extremely critical
of Johnson’s new deal with the EU, calling it a “Remainer’s Brexit,” a “massive con,” and that it was “95
percent the same” as former PM Theresa May’s deal, which failed no less than three times in

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jn0i-bcv2D8
https://twitter.com/Nigel_Farage/status/1190933021131726848
https://thenewamerican.com/no-deal-brexit-doesn-t-scare-wealthy-brits-a-corbyn-led-government-does/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/nigel-farage-will-run-for-parliament-offers-boris-johnson-a-deal/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/nigel-farage-will-run-for-parliament-offers-boris-johnson-a-deal/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/nigel-farage-will-run-for-parliament-offers-boris-johnson-a-deal/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by James Murphy on November 5, 2019

Page 2 of 3

Parliament.

Farage has been very vocal in the past few months about aligning the various Brexit factions, believing
that it might be the only way to secure a clean Brexit.

“I’ve wanted for months for there to be a Leave alliance, it seems obvious to me that no one party can
own Brexit voters, there are Tory Brexit voters, there are Brexit Party Brexit voters and a lot of Labour
Brexit voters,” Farage said.

“I always thought that to win an election, get a big majority so we can get a proper Brexit, a coming-
together would be the objective.”

“I still hope and pray that it happens, but it doesn’t look like it will,” Farage concluded.

Some in the Conservative Party believe that Farage’s own party is now lining up against him, citing the
example of longtime Farage colleague Arron Banks urging Brexit Party members to back Johnson’s new
deal.

Another Leave supporter, Treasury Minister Rishi Sanak, later told the Andrew Marr Show that Farage
could not “take yes for an answer.”

“I campaigned for Leave, I spent a lot of time talking to my constituents and others across the North
East and in Yorkshire — what do they want from Brexit?” said Sanak.

“They want to end free movement and replace it with a points system, they want to end the fact that
money keeps going to the EU year after year, they want to make sure we’re in control of our laws, and
also they want us to have an independent trade policy.”

“These are all things the Prime Minister’s deal deliver,” said Sanak.

The dreams of an actual Brexit seem to be dying on the vine. Perhaps the best the British people can
now hope for is the watered-down Brexit offered by Johnson. But Farage has beat long odds before.
Despite new polls showing the Brexit Party losing support among the U.K. populace, Farage continues
to fight for his vision of Brexit.

But by fighting to the death like this, Farage may be risking an even worse fate than a watered-down
Brexit — a Jeremy Corbyn-led government.
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