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China Drops Hammer on Essential Rare Earths; Trump
Vacillates on Tough Tariff Talk

While Trump has been receiving plaudits for
his breakthrough on the Gaza War, his
actions on China are more and more erratic,
reflecting, perhaps, a behind-the-scenes tug-
of-war between the China hawks in his
administration and the pro-Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) globalists on Wall
Street, who are desperate to keep open the
flow of American investment into the
communist nation. On October 9, for
example, China unexpectedly tightened
export controls over critical rare earths,
critical minerals essential to modern
electronics, military weaponry, and a host of
other applications, the global supplies of
which are dominated by Chinese production.
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This state of affairs has come about not because rare earths aren’t available in North America, but
because the United States has deliberately hamstrung domestic extraction for decades in the name of
environmental conservation — even as China, which has no such inhibitions, has massively increased
exploration and extraction. China’s latest move, designed to remind the United States of how dependent
it has become on Chinese largesse, came just weeks before Trump’s scheduled meeting with Xi Jinping
on the sidelines of the upcoming APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) meeting in South Korea.
The ever-volatile Trump immediately fired off an angry anti-China screed on Truth Social threatening
anew to impose heavy retaliatory tariffs on China (the only major trading partner that has so far been
spared tariff hikes, incidentally):

It has just been learned that China has taken an extraordinarily aggressive position on
Trade in sending an extremely hostile letter to the World, stating that they were going to,
effective November 1st, 2025, impose large scale Export Controls on virtually every product
they make, and some not even made by them. This affects ALL Countries, without exception,
and was obviously a plan devised by them years ago. It is absolutely unheard of in
International Trade, and a moral disgrace in dealing with other Nations.

Based on the fact that China has taken this unprecedented position, and speaking only for
the U.S.A., and not other Nations who were similarly threatened, starting November 1st,
2025 (or sooner, depending on any further actions or changes taken by China), the United
States of America will impose a Tariff of 100% on China, over and above any Tariff that they
are currently paying. Also on November 1st, we will impose Export Controls on any and all
critical software.

It is impossible to believe that China would have taken such an action, but they have, and
the rest is History. Thank you for your attention to this matter!
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https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/09/business/china-tightens-rare-earth-export-controls-intl-hnk
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/09/business/china-tightens-rare-earth-export-controls-intl-hnk
https://truthsocial.com/@realDonaldTrump/posts/115351840469973590
https://thenewamerican.com/author/steve-bonta/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by Steve Bonta on October 20, 2025

Business as Usual

The market response was immediate and negative, with cryptocurrencies especially hard hit. And by
October 13, Trump had already backed away from his latest threat, assuring everyone that everything
with China was going to be fine, praising Chinese dictator Xi Jinping as a great leader and tough
negotiator, and generally reassuring the captains of industry and finance that he wasn’t going to kill the
golden Chinese goose. Business as usual, in other words. China, by contrast, has been absolutely
consistent in its behavior, with its military ramming another Philippine boat in international waters a
few days ago, and aggressive preparations for war against the United States and Taiwan continuing
apace — even as domestic oppression in response to widespread discontent over the collapsing
economy continues to ramp up.

Whether or not there is any truth to recent rumors about Xi suffering a stroke or having lost some
power in the run-up to the CCP’s Fourth Plenary Session next week, it is clear that the nature of the
communist beast remains unchanged — a fact that Trump and his team had better come to terms with
sooner rather than later. Here at The New American we have been for more than a decade sounding the
alarm on our politicians’ (Republican and Democratic) suicidal policies with regard to rare earth-
element mining restrictions, especially as it concerns giving China a global monopoly on these essential
minerals. See here, here, here, here, here, and here.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/us-hostage-to-china-for-rare-earth-minerals/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/asia/what-does-red-china-intend-with-its-rare-earth-monopoly/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/us/economy/sectors/u-s-getting-back-into-rare-earth-processing-to-break-china-s-monopoly/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/video/thanks-to-us-policy-ccp-controls-key-resources-for-us-weapons/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/opinion/economics-reviews/china-the-new-investment-savior/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/china/trump-declares-national-emergency-as-china-monopolizes-rare-earth-elements/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/steve-bonta/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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