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Opposition Candidates Arrested in Iraq After Maliki’s
Party Losses
Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki’s
party, the State of Law Coalition, lost the
March 7 parliamentary elections in a
fractured vote, but appears to have
embarked upon a course of using political
violence as a means of erasing the election
results. “At least four Sunni Muslim
candidates who appear to have won
parliamentary seats in Iraq on the winning
ticket of secular leader Ayad Allawi have
become targets of investigation by security
forces reporting to the narrowly defeated
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki,”
McClatchy news service reported March 27.

Maliki’s party won just 89 of 325 seats in the national parliament, though it was a close second to the
largest vote winner, Ayad Allawi’s Iraqiya Party (91 seats). Though himself a Shiite, the former U.S.
hand-picked interim prime minister Allawi had built coalitions with Sunnis who had largely boycotted
the last election in 2005.

Neither party earned even close to the majority of 163 needed to control the 325-seat parliament and
form a government on its own, a repeat of the 2005 election. Back in 2005, Maliki’s Iranian-allied party
won 128 seats and formed a coalition with Democratic Patriotic Alliance of Kurdistan (53 seats). Both
ruling parties lost seats in the 2010 elections — with the State of Law Coalition shedding support to
Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr’s Iraqi National Alliance. Al-Sadr’s National Alliance Party earned the
third most seats, 70, and many Western media have speculated that the anti-U.S. al-Sadr (his militia,
the Mehdi Army fought U.S. forces in the past) may emerge as a king-maker in the deal.

The Maliki-allied Kurdistan Alliance (43 seats) also lost support during the 2010 election to a Gorran
(Change) party (8 seats), while smaller parties won the remaining 25 seats. “No way we will accept the
results,” the New York Times reported Maliki as saying March 27.

Maliki’s remarks and the arrests of opposition candidates (some Sunni candidates have been accused in
helping arrange suicide bombings) have led to speculation that the most recent round of elections will
spark a civil war insurgency just as the 2005 election did. But the widespread participation of Sunnis in
the most recent elections is seen by most observers as a positive step, so long as the election results are
respected.

While U.S. officials are happy with the election results, the emergence of Iyad Allawi as a frontrunner
may not be a positive step for human rights in Iraq. Allawi personally executed six suspected insurgents
after being hand-picked as interim prime minister by the Bush Administration in 2004.

Photo of Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri Kamal al-Maliki: AP Images

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/03/11/world/middleeast/20100311-iraq-election.html?ref=middleeast
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraqi_legislative_election,_December_2005
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2010/03/11/world/middleeast/20100311-iraq-election.html?ref=middleeast
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE62P42T20100326
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/28/world/middleeast/28iraq.html?ref=world
http://www.smh.com.au/articles/2004/07/16/1089694568757.html?oneclick=true
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Thomas R. Eddlem on March 29, 2010

Page 2 of 2

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf

