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Hong Kong Police Use Tear Gas to Quell Protests Against

China’s New Security Law

Police in Hong Kong trained water cannons - .4
and fired tear gas at protestors on May 24 K.
after thousands of demonstrators took to the & ™=
streets to protest a proposal announced by
China’s National People’s Congress three
days earlier, “establishing and improving the
legal system and enforcement mechanisms”
for Hong Kong in order to “safeguard
national security.” Hong Kong police said
they arrested at least 120 people, reported
the Associated Press.
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The proposal would allow China to circumvent the Hong Kong’s own legislative body to crack down on
activity that Beijing considers subversive. It represented a major policy change on China’s part.

Hong Kong’s Chief Executive Carrie Lam, who is apparently no more than Bejing’s pawn and was in
Beijing for the annual congress, told reporters on May 22 that she supported the bill, asserting that it
would safeguard security and was in the interests of all Hong Kong residents.

“There is now another way of ensuring that Hong Kong will have the necessary legislation and the
safeguards in place for national security,” Lam told reporters. “This is really the time for us not to waste
any more time and to get on with these important legislative safeguards.”

“Pro-democracy” legislators in Hong Kong immediately hit back at the new national-security law.

“This is the end of Hong Kong and it’s like the end of our homeland,” Tanya Chan, a member of Hong
Kong’s Legislative Council, said at the start of China’s annual National People’s Congress in Beijing,
where the bill was discussed.

“I recall the time when I was young, and I believed in ‘one country, two systems,” and I believed we
were going to showcase to the world that Hong Kong people can rule Hong Kong,” she added. “But now,
I'm not yet 50 years old and suddenly all is gone.”

Her colleague and chairman of Hong Kong’s Democratic party, Wu Chi-wai, told NBC News: “The rule
of law in Hong Kong is over, because of the implementation of the national security ordinance.”

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo called the new Chinese ordinance “a death knell” for Hong Kong
autonomy, and Chris Patten, the last British governor of the territory before the handover, said it would
result in “a new Chinese dictatorship.”

“I think the Hong Kong people have been betrayed by China, which has proved once again that you
can’t trust it further than you can throw it,” Patten told The Times of London.

Within two days, protestors took to the streets of Hong Kong to register their displeasure with Beijing’s
plan to directly impose national security laws on what is officially called the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China. Though Hong Kong has supposedly been semi-
sovereign since Britain returned it to China in 1997 — and maintains separate governing and economic
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systems from that of China under a principle of “one country, two systems”— it is effectively under the
control of its communist overlord.

Photo: AP Images

Warren Mass has served The New American since its launch in 1985 in several capacities, including
marketing, editing, and writing. Since retiring from the staff several years ago, he has been a regular
contributor to the magazine. Warren writes from Texas and can be reached at
wmass@thenewamerican.com.

Related articles:

Hong Kongers’ Heroic Fight

In Hong Kong, It’s US vs. China Now

Trump Sends Message to Beijing by Signing Hong Kong Bills
Hong Kong Protesters Compare Chinese Communists to Nazis

Page 2 of 3


https://thenewamerican.com/hong-kongers-heroic-fight/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/in-hong-kong-it-s-us-vs-china-now/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/trump-sends-message-to-beijing-by-signing-hong-kong-bills/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/hong-kong-protesters-compare-chinese-communists-to-nazis/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/warren-mass/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by Warren Mass on May 25, 2020

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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