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Decade of Violence Turns Pakistanis Against U.S.

“I have read that Americans are peace-
loving,” 58-year-old Pakistani writer Syed
Zubair Ashraf told the Washington Post.
“But their government has interfered in
every country. Why?” That is an excellent

C/A or TaLs
question, and one to which Americans ought 0" AZ /34
to give serious consideration, especially as a

presidential election approaches. Few ﬂs,x r ”i
Americans would consider themselves Dﬁo ﬁf A T’ﬂ tl ‘
warlike. Who among us would choose to

drop bombs on a foreign country at his own X OAMEN Tar Kz
expense and risk? Yet the U.S. government,
claiming to represent the American people,
does so routinely — and then blames the
inevitable retaliation on foreigners’ hatred of

the United States’ liberty, not its
government’s foreign policy.

Such “blowback” (as the Central Intelligence Agency, which isn’t so foolish as to believe government
propaganda, calls it) may soon be coming from Pakistan. The Post reports that Pakistanis, fed up with
U.S. policy and the suicide attacks arising in response to it, have come to “view the United States ... as
an enemy.” They have good reason to come to that conclusion, says the paper: “Since 2001, when
Islamabad partnered with Washington to combat the Taliban and al-Qaeda, there have been 335 suicide
bombings in Pakistan. Before 2001, there was one.”

During the last 10 years, over 10,000 Pakistani civilians have been killed, more than a few as a result of
U.S. drone strikes. “The bloodshed has traumatized the national psyche, spawning chains of security
checkpoints and robbing families of breadwinners and children,” writes the Post. Odds are that some
members of those families will seek revenge on the country they blame for their plight.

Indeed, many Pakistanis believe that U.S. policies are the cause of their distress. Ashraf, who lost a
daughter to a 2009 suicide attack on the International Islamic University, told the Post that “he cannot
help but think that the U.S. presence in the region is fueling the attacks, not stopping them.”

Likewise, popular television host Hamid Mir said, “I have become so unsafe that sometimes I think I
should have my family leave Pakistan. Why is that? It is because of the American policies in Pakistan.”

Those policies include not just drone strikes but billions of dollars in aid “to a Pakistani government that
is widely viewed as corrupt and does little to help civilian victims of terrorism,” according to the Post.

“The government is siding with the United States,” Muhammad Irfan Malik, a banker whose daughter
was also killed in the attack on the university, told the newspaper. “The people are not.”

The U.S. government, naturally, cannot comprehend the Pakistani mindset. As far as it is concerned,
the Post observes, all the “carnage” in Pakistan is the result of fanatical, unmotivated “Islamist
militancy” and should make the Pakistani people hate the militants and love the Americans. But the
attacks have not arisen in a vacuum. “If Pakistan had never allied with the United States, Malik
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surmised, bombings such as the one that killed his daughter might never have occurred,” the paper
notes.

None of the Pakistanis interviewed by the Post indicated that he intended to launch a terrorist attack
against the United States, but it is not hard to imagine others with similar opinions deciding to give
America a taste of its own medicine. Such blowback, in fact, nearly occurred in Times Square in 2010,
when Pakistani American Faisal Shahzad attempted to set off a car bomb. Shahzad declared his
motivation to be stopping U.S. intervention, including drone strikes, in Muslim lands, and proudly
confessed to having learned bomb-making from the Pakistani Taliban.

Is there any doubt that other such attacks, some of which might actually succeed, are likely to occur as
long as the United States continues to make war on Pakistan and other countries?

Photo: In this picture taken on Dec. 10, 2010 Pakistani tribal villagers hold a rally to condemn U. S. drone attacks on their villages in border areas

along the Afghanistan border: AP Images
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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