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When someone creates a new axiom, what
he did was notice a pattern– one that was
derived from past data, describes present
activity and can thus be used to predict the
future with reasonable accuracy. In the 19th
Century, they called Science’s ability to
forecast events “prevision”. For a Science to
be legitimate, they said, an axiom had to be
have some capacity to obtain prevision. This
holds not just for Science, but for culture in
general. The proverbs of a society are the
collected wisdom of a people: the cultural
axioms that have the same predictive ability.
Why? Because as Heraclitus said,
“Character is destiny”. If someone knows
another person’s character, he can (with a
reasonable accuracy) forecast future
behavior. Today, generalizations such as
“The Laws of Nature” or “proverbs” are
denounced as “stereotyping,” and we’re
discouraged from noticing such patterns.
Could there be a darker reason behind the
arbiters of our society stigmatizing pattern-
recognition?
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do not necessarily represent those of The New American. TNA is not responsible for, and does not verify
the accuracy of, any information presented.

https://media.blubrry.com/1462062/thenewamerican.com/assets/podcast/TheDanielNatalShow/DNS_220614_Generalizations.mp3
https://media.blubrry.com/1462062/thenewamerican.com/assets/podcast/TheDanielNatalShow/DNS_220614_Generalizations.mp3
https://media.blubrry.com/1462062/thenewamerican.com/assets/podcast/TheDanielNatalShow/DNS_220614_Generalizations.mp3
https://media.blubrry.com/1462062/thenewamerican.com/assets/podcast/TheDanielNatalShow/DNS_220614_Generalizations.mp3
https://thenewamerican.com/author/danielnatal/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Daniel Natal on June 14, 2022

Page 2 of 2

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/danielnatal/?utm_source=_pdf

