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“Fix Bayonets”: The Story of Operation Shiny Bayonet, the
First U.S. Air Cavalry Battle of the Vietnam War, with
Vietnam Veteran Bob Martin, U.S. Army, Retired 
In October 1965, Bob Martin, a 19-year-old
private first class, received his baptism
under fire in Operation Shiny Bayonet, the
first Air Cavalry battle of the Vietnam War.
This took place one month before the better-
known Battle of the Ia Drang Valley, made
famous by the 2002 Mel Gibson movie, We
Were Soldiers. Under heavy enemy fire and
with most of his platoon dead or wounded,
Martin continued to fight and tend to the
wounded. With complete disregard for his
own safety, he covered the wounded with his
own body and dragged them to safety.
Among those whose lives he saved were
then-Lieutenant Colonel Robert Shoemaker
(later to become a four-star general and
commander of the United States Army
Forces Command) and CBS News
correspondent Morley Safer. For his bravery
and gallantry Martin was awarded the Silver
Star Medal. He served four combat tours in
Vietnam, serving in the 101st Airborne, 1st
Air Cavalry, Special Forces, and
173rd Airborne. He was interviewed by Bill
Jasper, senior editor for The New American. 
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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