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Virginia Lawmakers Remove Self-exemption From Gun-
storage Bill Following Public Backlash

In mid-March, citizen journalists drew
widespread attention to firearm-related
language in a draft version of Virginia House
Bill 110 (HB 110). Social-media posts
highlighted a provision in a conference
committee substitute that appeared to
create a limited exception for members of
the Virginia General Assembly regarding the
storage of handguns in unattended vehicles.

The Legislation

Democratic Delegate Amy Laufer says she
introduced HB 110 to focus on firearm
safety in vehicles. The bill would prohibit
leaving a visible handgun in an unattended
motor vehicle on public property. Violations
would be subject to a civil penalty in order
to reduce firearm thefts from cars — an
issue that has received increasing attention.
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During the legislative process, the bill moved through both chambers of the General Assembly, with
each adopting versions that were later reconciled through a conference committee. It was in one such
conference substitute that the controversial language reportedly appeared. According to widely shared
excerpts, the provision would have exempted members of the General Assembly from the restriction
under specific circumstances, such as when parking in designated legislative parking facilities.

Critics argue that the verbiage suggests unequal treatment. Some Republican lawmakers also voiced
concerns about creating exemptions for elected officials, emphasizing that members of Virginia’s part-
time “citizen legislature” should be subject to the same rules as the general public. However, legislative
records indicate that the final version of HB 110 approved by both chambers did not include any
exemption for General Assembly members. The conference report ultimately adopted by the House of
Delegates and the Senate applied the vehicle-storage restrictions uniformly, without carve-outs for
legislators.

Good for Republicans

Drawing attention to the perceived hypocrisy may have helped Republicans, who subsequently showed
surprising resilience and overperformance in a March 17 House of Delegates District 98 contest. It was
called after the death of longtime Republican Delegate Barry Knight. GOP candidate C. Andrew Rice (a
Virginia Beach deputy commonwealth’s attorney) defeated Democrat Cheryl Smith with 7,316 votes
(62.46 percent) to her 4,392 (37.50 percent). More than 11,700 ballots were cast, a turnout of roughly
18 percent. This improved on Knight’s 2025 margin of 56.6 percent in the same district, bucking a
broader trend of Democratic gains since the 2025 statewide sweep. Election analysts noted the strong

Page 1 of 3


https://x.com/Rightanglenews/status/2033182814619766987?s=20
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB110
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB110
https://x.com/libsoftiktok/status/2033216850176180583?s=20
https://www.richmondsunlight.com/bill/2026/hb110/
https://www.richmondsunlight.com/bill/2026/hb110/
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB110/text/HB110H1
https://lis.virginia.gov/bill-details/20261/HB110/text/HB110H1
https://www.thecentersquare.com/virginia/article_018c101b-2df7-47fa-bd16-1b5d932445b8.html
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1G6WLgHJgS/
https://x.com/RealSKeshel/status/2034318496499200163?s=20
https://thenewamerican.com/author/rebecca-terrell/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by Rebecca Terrell on March 23, 2026

GOP showing, which has been viewed as a morale boost for Republicans and a counter to recent
Democratic special-election momentum in the state.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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