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TdA Member Charged With Assault for Attacking Border
Patrol in Portland

Federal authorities have charged Tren de
Aragua terror-gang goon Luis Nino-
Moncada, a Venezuelan illegal alien, with
assault on a federal officer for ramming a
Border Patrol vehicle in Portland.

Charged with entering the country illegally
is his illegal-alien prostitute TdA gal pal,
Yorlenys Betzabeth Zambrano-Contreras.

Nino-Moncada and Zambrano-Contreras
became yet another cause célebre of the
Left after the crime because a Border Patrol
agent shot them, which invited leftists to riot A
outside the city’s Immigration and Customs FOTOKITA/iStock/Getty Images Plus
Enforcement (ICE) building.

h b

From the DOJ federal complaint as to what happened when Border Patrol initiated a traffic
stop to make the arrest. pic.twitter.com/BkIc7LIEoD
— Bill Melugin (@BillMelugin ) January 12, 2026

The Crime

The happy couple’s criminal career ended when Border Patrol agents “initiated a targeted immigration
enforcement operation on a vehicle believed to belong to a female involved in a TdA prostitution ring,”
DOJ reported, that “female” being Zambrano-Contreras.

She “was sitting in the passenger-side seat of the vehicle at the time of the enforcement operation,” DO]J
continued, and was involved, DO] alleges:

[She] had previously been arrested by Border Patrol in El Paso, Texas and later failed to
report to immigration authorities. According to law enforcement reports, [she] is believed to
have been involved in a shooting stemming from a bad prostitution deal.

After commanding Nino-Moncada to exit the vehicle, Nino-Moncada is alleged to have
placed his vehicle in reverse, colliding with an unoccupied Border Patrol vehicle with
enough speed and force to cause significant damage. Nino-Moncada continued the forward
and reverse maneuver multiple times, striking the Border Patrol vehicle multiple times. A
Border Patrol agent interviewed by FBI special agents described being fearful that Nino-
Moncada could strike them and other Border Patrol agents with the target vehicle. After the
attack, Nino-Moncada and the female passenger fled the scene in the target vehicle.

Damage to the border patrol vehicle was significant. Serious damage was sustained to the
front bumper, resulting in the bumper being torn from the vehicle, both headlights being
destroyed, the front driver-side quarter panel being dented, including the fender liner being
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detached, and the driver side rear-passenger door and quarter panel being dented.

Yesterday, two suspected Tren de Aragua gang associates—let loose on American streets by
Joe Biden—weaponized their vehicle against Border Patrol in Portland. The agent took
immediate action to defend himself and others, shooting them.

The driver of the vehicle, Luis David Nico... pic.twitter.com/E7qgHKKfp6b
— Homeland Security (@ DHSgov) January 9, 2026

The Department of Homeland Security offered more details about the two when they were arrested.

NIno-Moncada jumped the border in 2022, and of course, the Biden administration released him. “Since
then, he was arrested for DUI and unauthorized use of a vehicle. He has a final order of removal,” DHS
reported.

“Yorlenys Betzabeth Zambrano-Contreras is a criminal illegal alien from Venezuela and is associated
with Tren de Aragua,” DHS continued:

She illegally entered the U.S. in 2023 near El Paso, Texas, and was RELEASED into this
country by the Biden administration. Since illegally entering, Contreras played an active
role in a Tren de Aragua prostitution ring and was involved with a prior shooting in
Portland.

Nino-Moncada is charged with “aggravated assault of a federal officer with a deadly or dangerous
weapon and depredation of federal property in excess of $1,000.” Zambrano-Contreras is charged with
illegal entry, Fox News'’s Bill Melugin.

The criminal complaint includes photos of the red Toyota truck with which Nino-Moncada rammed the
Border Patrol vehicle. Agents shot the two to defend themselves.

Portland Police Chief Cries

As journalist Andy Ngo reported, “instead of waiting for facts, Portland and Oregon leaders — all
Democrats — rushed to stage an emergency press conference condemning federal agents, rejecting
DHS’ statements, and publicly siding with the violent suspects, whom they repeatedly described as
‘victims.””

The far-left media “followed suit, misleading the public and inflaming tensions. The Portland Police
chief refused to share the truth about the suspects’ Tren de Aragua ties,” Ngo reported:

At night on Jan. 8, an angry far-left mob descended on the Portland ICE facility, attempting
to attack it and forcing police to make six arrests — all sparked by misinformation pushed
by elected officials, activists and media.

Only later did the Portland police chief, Bob Day, come clean. And he cried when he did.

“There is an association with the two folks from yesterday and TdA,” Day confessed at a news
conference.

Page 2 of 5


https://t.co/E7qHKKfp6b
https://twitter.com/DHSgov/status/2009638506339926497?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.ngocomment.com/p/portland-police-chief-cries-after
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on January 12, 2026

“I hesitated to even share this information initially because I'm very aware of the historic injustice of
victim blaming oftentimes portrayed by law enforcement, including by this agency,” he continued.

After that, Day broke down in tears while addressing the “Latino community.”

Portland cops “were aware the day prior that DHS was correct in their statement, but refused to
confirm it at the initial press conference, which preceded leftist rioting outside the Portland ICE

facility,” Ngo observed:

[Police] had the names of the couple from their investigation into a ... Portland shooting,
where the victim said the assailants are members of Tren de Aragua.

Portland Police Chief Bob Day cries, admitting Democrat lies, as he "hesitates" to tell the
truth: the 2 people shot after trying to kill Border Patrol agents were, in fact, Tren de
Aragua gang members.

It astounds me people see this & still believe them. pic.twitter.com/0eRVZ5YZp1
pic.twitter.com/Q7or5JeEpX

— BarleyPop (@MikePilbean) January 10, 2026

[IBreaking: The Tren de Aragua associates championed by Democrats after a non-fatal
Border Patrol shooting during a truck-ramming attack have been federally charged. It is also
revealed that they have links to multiple shootings in Oregon. Photos show that the Border
Patrol's...

— Andy Ngo (@MrAndyNgo) January 12, 2026

New Ngo Comment investigation: Who are the alleged violent Tren de Aragua associates
accused of trying to ram down Border Patrol agents in Portland before being non-fatally
shot? One is a suspected Tren de Aragua s—x ring operative. Here's what I found.
https://t.co/NuMFQ51W1f

— Andy Ngo (@MrAndyNgo) January 9, 2026

The most disturbing part to me about this about-face press conference is how
@PortlandPolice @ChiefBobDay said he really hesitated to reveal the truth to the public.
The PPB had the names of the suspects way back in July 2025 after a victim of a shooting
identified the suspects... https://t.co/Ag4QdAsH6Y

— Andy Ngo (@MrAndyNgo) January 12, 2026

That shooting, on July 7, involved what DOJ called the “bad prostitution deal.”

“The victims, who were not injured, claimed that after engaging in prostitution services from Zambrano-
Contreras, they got into a dispute,” Ngo reported:
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They claimed that she returned later with multiple men who broke into the apartment and
shot at the victims who ran out the back.

Casings recovered from that shooting link it to another shooting that occurred four days
later in Portland.

The Biden administration permitted TdA to establish terror-gang bases nationwide, multiple federal
indictments show. In one case, the administration financially subsidized the gang’s takeover of an
apartment complex.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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