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Report: 48-hour Cost of Iran Bombing: $5.6 Billion. Boots
on the Ground Ahead?

AP Images
A U.S. Tomahawk missile being fired at Iran on Feb. 28, 2026

The Trump administration’s war to
overthrow the regime in Iran on Israel’s
behalf cost American taxpayers almost $6
billion in munitions in its first 48 hours.

It isn’t clear how long U.S. forces can
expend ordnance. But the campaign as
waged thus far suggests that it cannot go on
for long. On Monday, President Donald
Trump said the war will end “very soon.”

Yet given what he and GOP Senator Lindsey
Graham (S.C.) have said before, the war will
go on indefinitely. Early on after he opened
the attack, Trump ominously hinted that he
might send American fighting men to die in
Iran.

https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Post Report
The estimate of the war’s cost from February 28 through March 1, when the obliteration of Iran began,
showed up in The Washington Post.

“The Pentagon burned through $5.6 billion worth of munitions during the first two days of its military
assault on Iran, according to three U.S. officials, a figure that underscores the deepening alarm among
some on Capitol Hill over the speed at which U.S. forces have eaten into the scarce supply of America’s
most advanced weaponry,” the newspaper reported.

Understandably, Congress and military analysts are concerned about the expenditure on munitions in a
military adventure with no end in sight, the paper continued. And the Trump administration will send a

https://x.com/washingtonpost/status/2031150559634313384?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2031150559634313384%7Ctwgr%5E197eb5d8814a6ef98af5543b9b1a18d670fa1ae8%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D436117action%3Dedit
https://archive.vn/eynsU#selection-373.0-719.1
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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request to Congress for more money to continue the bombing campaign.

Said the Post:

In response to questions from The Washington Post about the state of U.S. weapons
inventories, Sean Parnell, the Pentagon’s chief spokesman, issued a statement saying that
the Defense Department has “everything it needs to execute any mission at the time and
place of the President’s choosing and on any timeline.”

It’s unclear how long the war could last. President Donald Trump said last week that the
operation could take more than a month, though on Monday he told CBS News that it is
“very complete, pretty much,” citing Iran’s significant military losses.

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Dan Caine told reporters
last week that the campaign was transitioning away from its reliance on precision munitions
and instead will increasingly use the more plentiful stores of laser-guided bombs as U.S. and
Israeli forces push inland after establishing air superiority over Iran.

The $5.6 billion figure highlights how costly the strikes were before that transition began,
said the officials, who like some others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the
sensitive estimate. They did not specify how many and what kinds of munitions were
expended in the war’s opening days.

Among the weapons used to attack Iran on Israel’s behalf are Tomahawk cruise missiles, which cost
anywhere from $1.4 million to $2 million each. Also used were “advanced air defense interceptors.”

U.S. Central Command reported that it has used 2,000 munitions to hit 5,000 targets, the Post reported.
On X, the command detailed the assets used in the attack.

https://archive.vn/eynsU#selection-373.0-719.1
https://archive.vn/eynsU#selection-373.0-719.1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tomahawk_missile
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on March 11, 2026

Page 4 of 8

Before the U.S. attacked Iran on February 28, the Post disclosed that Caine was skeptical about it.
During a meeting at the White House, he warned Trump that trouble might be ahead.

Sources explained the gist of Caine’s remarks to Trump: “Any major operation against Iran will face
challenges because the U.S. munitions stockpile has been significantly depleted by Washington’s
ongoing defense of Israel and support for Ukraine.”

Continued the paper:

Separately, in Pentagon meetings this month, Caine also has raised concerns about the
scale of any Iran campaign, its inherent complexity and the possibility of U.S. casualties, one
person said. The general has said that any operation would be made all the more difficult by
a lack of allied support, this person said, speaking like others on the condition of anonymity
to discuss private conversations.

Trump Listened to Bibi
That advice apparently fell on deaf ears. 

As The New American reported last week, Secretary of State Marco Rubio confessed to reporters that
Israel forced Trump’s hand to start the bombing. “We knew that there was going to be an Israeli action,

https://x.com/CENTCOM/status/2031141236107509958?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2031141236107509958%7Ctwgr%5E7348e176c828006175d56e082ab925283f76979c%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D436117action%3Dedit
https://archive.vn/qa8wc#selection-413.0-426.0
https://archive.vn/qa8wc#selection-413.0-426.0
https://archive.vn/qa8wc#selection-413.0-426.0
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/rubio-admits-israel-pulled-u-s-into-war-with-iran-u-s-had-to-act-to-avoid-casualties/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/rubio-admits-israel-pulled-u-s-into-war-with-iran-u-s-had-to-act-to-avoid-casualties/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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we knew that that would precipitate an attack against American forces, and we knew that if we didn’t
preemptively go after them before they launched those attacks, we would suffer higher casualties, and
perhaps even higher [numbers] killed,” Rubios said:

And we would all be here answering questions about why we knew that and didn’t act.

Trump denied that claim, saying he might have forced Israel’s hand. Rubio then denied that he said
Israel forced the U.S. to attack.

As well, Israel interfered with back-channel talks between U.S. and Iranian officials to end the
devastating air raids. Axios reported last week:

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu asked the White House for clarifications earlier
this week after learning Trump administration officials might be communicating with the

https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/trump-contradicts-rubio-on-reason-for-attacking-iran-claims-iran-was-about-to-strike-u-s-israel/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/reports-iranian-intel-officials-contacted-cia-to-stop-war-netanyahu-called-trump-on-carpet-over-secret-talks-with-iran/?utm_source=_pdf
https://x.com/TrumpTruthOnX/status/2028882731061657716?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2028882731061657716%7Ctwgr%5E32f2bbdb6e57aa1e29a384eec26d59ecb020fcaa%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D435933action%3Dedit
https://x.com/MeidasTouch/status/2028952695202300001?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2028952695202300001%7Ctwgr%5E168ba5544a2a30c448895c52e8821b2f93e3ead7%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D436117action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/reports-iranian-intel-officials-contacted-cia-to-stop-war-netanyahu-called-trump-on-carpet-over-secret-talks-with-iran/?utm_source=_pdf
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/04/iran-netanyahu-trump-white-house-talks
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Iranian regime, two sources with knowledge of the issue said.

Troops on the Ground
Graham, apparently, anticipates a drawn-out war. And that might involve sending in U.S. ground
forces. 

Referring to the seeming unwillingness of Saudi Arabia and other countries to join the U.S.-Israeli
crusade, Graham told Fox talker Sean Hannity that “I go back to South Carolina, I’m asking them to
send their sons and daughters to the Middle East.” 

On Monday during a news conference, Trump said the war would end “very soon.”

“But Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps said in response … that they ‘are the ones who will
determine the end of the war,’” Axios reported:

The IRGC added that Tehran would not allow the export of “one litre of oil” from the region
if the U.S. and Israeli attacks continued — prompting Trump to respond with a counter-

https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/foreign-policy/graham-im-with-israel-send-your-sons-and-daughters-to-die-in-middle-east/?utm_source=_pdf
https://x.com/Antunes1/status/2031228077112521097?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2031228077112521097%7Ctwgr%5E70415d35f46a2c4d3728e910f1267d82c18be950%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D436117action%3Dedit
https://www.axios.com/2026/03/09/trump-iran-war-over-soon
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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threat on Truth Social.

“If Iran has put out any mines in the Hormuz Strait, and we have no reports of them doing so, we want
them removed, IMMEDIATELY! If for any reason mines were placed, and they are not removed
forthwith, the Military consequences to Iran will be at a level never seen before,” he wrote.

That suggests the war won’t be over “very soon,” which in turn raises the strong possibility of troops
dying in battle.

Trump told the New York Post on March 2:

I don’t have the yips with respect to boots on the ground — like every president says, “There
will be no boots on the ground.” I don’t say it…. I say, “probably don’t need them” [or] “if
they were necessary.”

https://nypost.com/2026/03/02/us-news/trump-wont-rule-out-sending-us-troops-into-iran-if-necessary-tells-the-post-i-dont-care-about-polling/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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