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U-Haul Short on Trucks in California Because So Many
People Want to Flee Left-coast Dystopia

AP Images

Leftist California and Illinois are
hemorrhaging residents, a report from the
U-Haul company says, and they’re moving to
Texas and Florida, two conservative states
where taxes are low, the cost of living is
lower, and the governors have rejected most
of the more Draconian China Virus
mandates.

Famous for its orange and white trucks
decorated with exotic animals and the 50
states, the truck-rental company’s tracking
data say most of its one-way customers head
for the Lone Star and Sunshine states.

And the exodus from California would have been worse if U-Haul hadn’t run out of trucks. So many
people want to flee the benighted Nutocracy the company’s garages were left empty.

Mass Migration

‘Migration to southern states continues to be magnified by the lingering pandemic, and no state netted
more U-Haul® customers during the last year than Texas,” U-Haul reported in a news release:

The Lone Star State earned bragging rights as the leading growth state of 2021, narrowly
besting Florida for tops honors, according to transactional data compiled for the annual U-
Haul Growth Index.

Tennessee and South Carolina are ranked third and fourth and Arizona is fifth.

U-Haul calculates “growth states” by measuring the “net gain net gain of one-way U-Haul trucks
entering a state versus leaving that state in a calendar year.”

The data included more than 2 million one-way truck rentals.

Continued U-Haul: 

California is 50th and Illinois 49th on the list for the second consecutive year, indicating
those states once again witnessed the largest net losses of one-way U-Haul trucks.

Texas reclaims the No. 1 growth state status it held from 2016-18. It ranked second to
Florida in 2019 and Tennessee in 2020.

Matt Merrill, the company’s vice president in Dallas-Fort Worth, said people are moving from California
and the Chicago area because of the “job growth — a lot of opportunity here. The cost of living here is
much lower than those areas. Texas is open for business.”

https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/U-Haul-Growth-Index-Texas-Is-The-No-1-Growth-State-Of-2021-26380/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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“California remained the top state for out-migration, but its net loss of U-Haul trucks wasn’t as severe
as in 2020. That can be partially attributed to the fact that U-Haul simply ran out of inventory to meet
customer demand for outbound equipment,” the company continued.

Long-term Population Decline

U-Haul’s report is unsurprising given population trends from California and Illinois.

“California’s population has continued to decline after falling for the first time on record, new
demographic data show — underscoring shifting immigration patterns, declining birth rates and the
large number of deaths at the hands of the pandemic,” KTLA5 reported last month.

The state’s population declined 173,000 between July 1, 2020 and July 1, 2021, or 14,416 people per
month. The state lost almost the same number of people the year before, the station reported:

Three main factors contributed to California’s net population loss, demographers found: a
continued decline in birthrates; fewer foreign immigrants, which officials attributed to
federal policy in recent years; and more than 55,000 pandemic-related deaths.

Officials also attributed the decrease to the loss of 53,000 international students because of
pandemic restrictions, as well as declines in domestic in-migration.

Decreased in-migration is a major factor, though, the station revealed in an earlier report:

Every single county has seen fewer people moving in from out of state since the end of
March 2020, but declines were especially steep in San Francisco, Santa Clara and San
Mateo counties.

The study by the nonpartisan California Policy Lab found that the number of people moving
to California dropped 38% at the end of September 2021, compared to the end of March
2020.

Meanwhile, the number of residents leaving to other states increased 12%. That’s roughly
in-line with pre-pandemic trends, according to the researchers.

The population is declining because families can’t afford to live in the state, The Pacific Research
Institute says. 

Last year, the median price of a home was $800,000.

Illinois suffers likewise, the Illinois Policy Institute reported, and lost 113,776 residents from July 2020
through July last year.

“This marks the eighth consecutive year of population decline for Illinois, according to Census Bureau
estimates,” IPI reported. “The only state that’s population has been in decline longer, West Virginia,
currently is suffering its ninth consecutive year of population decline.”

West Virginia is losing population because of its poor economy.

Hat tips: Breitbart, Fox News

https://www.uhaul.com/Articles/About/U-Haul-Growth-Index-Texas-Is-The-No-1-Growth-State-Of-2021-26380/
https://ktla.com/news/california/california-population-declining-amid-lower-immigration-fewer-births-pandemic-deaths/
https://ktla.com/news/california/study-shows-number-of-people-moving-to-california-has-dropped-significantly-and-more-are-leaving-amid-pandemic/
https://www.pacificresearch.org/california-continued-to-shrink-in-2021/
https://www.pacificresearch.org/california-continued-to-shrink-in-2021/
https://www.illinoispolicy.org/illinois-lost-113776-residents-in-2021-with-residents-moving-out-faster/
https://www.localdvm.com/news/west-virginia-lagging-economy-drives-population-out-leading-to-loss-of-clout-in-congress/
https://www.breitbart.com/economy/2022/01/08/report-californians-leaving-for-texas-so-rapidly-u-haul-ran-out-of-trucks/
https://www.foxbusiness.com/politics/californians-fleeing-texas-uhaul-trucks-report
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on January 10, 2022

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf

