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Trump’s First 100 Days; Obama’s Last 70 Days
President-elect Donald Trump will be
extremely busy during his first 100 days in
office, fulfilling what he can of his “contract
with the American voter.” Before then, lame-
duck President Barack Obama, on the other
hand, will be concentrating on cementing
into place as much of his healthcare and
environmental agenda as he can. Neither is
likely to succeed fully.

Trump has promised to “drain the swamp” in
Washington, with plans to propose a
constitutional amendment imposing term
limits on all members of Congress. He
promises to install a “hiring freeze” on all
federal employees, letting natural attrition
over time reduce the federal workforce. He
intends to require that every new federal
regulation include plans to eliminate two
others simultaneously.

Trump intends in his first 100 days either to renegotiate or repeal NAFTA, and withdraw altogether
from the not-yet-ratified TPP. And he plans to “repeal and replace” ObamaCare.

He is promising to lift Obama administration restrictions on energy development and move ahead with
the completion of the Keystone Pipeline. He intends to turn off the flow of funds to the United Nations’
climate-change programs and redirect those funds to various infrastructure projects at home.

And he has promised to “cancel every unconstitutional executive action, memorandum and order issued
by President Obama.”

Trump has other plans as well, but those mentioned above are likely to keep him very busy during his
first 100 days in office.

In the White House there will be activity of a different sort between now and Trump’s inauguration: the
outgoing president doing what he can to salvage all he can of his fading legacy. He had high hopes that
Hillary Clinton would work to cement into place ObamaCare with various governmental “fixes,” reopen
negotiations over the TPP (despite her protestations against it during her campaign), and extend and
expand various UN treaties sold as campaigns against global warming and climate change but actually
giving up huge swaths of national sovereignty in the continued building of the New World Order.

With Trump now breathing down his neck and determined to undermine as much of that “progress” as
he can, Obama will be reduced to issuing executive orders (which Trump has promised to negate),
commuting sentences of favorite insiders caught with their hands in the federal cookie jar, and pardons.
Pardons for Hillary (and Bill), Hillary’s main man John Podesta, along with Huma Abedin and her
estranged husband Anthony Weiner for crimes they haven’t yet been charged with are already being
floated. Executive orders can be reversed; pardons can’t, and some are suggesting Obama still has
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plenty of business left undone and havoc that he can wreak during the final days of his unlamented
administration.

According to William Howell, a political scientist at the University of Chicago, this anticipated burst of
activity by Obama is predictable: “What we’ve seen in the past is when the outgoing president is
replaced by somebody from the opposition party, then in the waning months of their presidency there is
a burst of regulatory and rule-making activity.”

In the days leading up to the inauguration of the new president, Obama is going to be relying heavily
upon his “pen,” while in the days afterward Trump will be busy using an eraser to clear the decks for
his new agenda.
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An Ivy League graduate and former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The New
American magazine and blogs frequently at LightFromTheRight.com, primarily on economics and
politics. He can be reached at badelmann@thenewamerican.com.
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