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Specter Defects to Democrats

The move is seen by political pundits and
just about everyone else as being a

politically expedient one. Specter wants to
be reelected in 2010, and will need
Democratic backing to win. His Republican
opponent in the last election Pat Toomey
had a pretty good showing, probably making
Specter quite nervous about the next
election. One poll shows that he is already
trailing 15 points behind Toomey for a next
run-off.

Constituents also had been voicing their
displeasure with Specter about his vote on
the stimulus package, which he has
defended as being necessary “to lessen the
risk of a far more serious recession than we
are now experiencing,” standard
administration rhetoric.

The move brings the Obama administration and the Democrats closer to the much-coveted 60-vote
majority, which could eliminate any Republican filibustering in the Senate so perhaps there is more to
the move than meets the eye.

For his part, Specter, who is described by Democrats as a moderate Republican, is saying that the
Republican Party has moved so far to the right — a claim hotly contended by many — that he is the one
who has been abandoned: “I now find my political philosophy more in line with Democrats than
Republicans.” It is quite easy to ascertain from Specter’s voting record, however, that he was no more a
Republican than he was a Libertarian. At least, he was not a traditional Republican.

But with Steve Schmidt’s (he ran John McCain’s campaign) comment suggesting the Republican Party
needs to have a more open-arms policy, and be more welcoming of gays and immigrants (meaning
illegal immigrants), this could hardly be the real issue behind Specter’s defection.

Pennsylvania’s Gov. Ed Rendell told a cable channel interviewer that he, Sen. Bob Casey, (D-Penn.), and
Vice-president Joe Biden had been lobbying Specter to switch parties. And with the president’s phone

call to Specter this morning, giving Specter his "full support” and assurances that the president was
“thrilled to have” Specter, the political machine surely must get some of the credit for Specter’s switch.
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http://www.reuters.com/article/vcCandidateFeed7/idUSTRE53R5HD20090428
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilu1X30ywu8
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/04/biden-casey-ren.html
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https://thenewamerican.com/author/ann-shibler/?utm_source=_pdf

Newhmerica

Written by Ann Shibler on April 28, 2009 e

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.

Page 2 of 2


https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/ann-shibler/?utm_source=_pdf

