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Sanders Wing of Democratic Party Wary of Beto 2020
Speculation that U.S. Representative Robert
Francis “Beto” O’Rourke (D-Texas) will run
for president in 2020 following his
surprisingly strong, yet unsuccessful, run for
the U.S. Senate against Republican
incumbent Ted Cruz is not being well
received by supporters of Senator Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) Though neither Sanders nor
O’Rourke has officially announced whether
he will run in 2020, O’Rourke’s narrow
defeat — losing by just 2.6 points in a state
normally regarded as a Republican
stronghold — immediately caused him to be
considered by many as a serious Democratic
presidential hopeful.

NBC News quoted Nomiki Konst, a progressive activist and 2016 Sanders supporter now running for
public advocate in New York City, who explained that liberal activists kept quiet about their concerns
over O’Rourke’s record when he was running for the Senate, but that has changed as O’Rourke is now
seen as a threat to Sanders in the 2020 primary.

“They sucked it up while he was running” because they wanted him to win, Konst said. “But now it’s a
different story.”

The report cited a Quinnipiac University poll released December 19 showing that 57 percent of voters
between the ages of 18 and 34 have a favorable view of Sanders, while his unfavorable ratings are
higher than his favorables with voters 35 and older.
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For comparison, 25 percent of millennials view O’Rourke favorably and 15 percent view him
unfavorably, with 59 percent telling Quinnipiac they haven’t heard enough about him to know how they
feel.

The NBC report indicated that many “progressives” who would normally support Sanders thought that
O’Rourke wasn’t progressive enough and is too close to Republicans in Congress. However, in the most
recent “Freedom Index” in The New American, O’Rourke scored 26 percent and Sanders scored 31
percent, so their records are actually quite similar. If anything, O’Rourke could be considered slightly
more “progressive” than Sanders.

An article in The Hill on November 30 quoted Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who was Obama’s White
House chief of staff in 2009 and 2010 and a congressman from 2003 to 2009, as critical of the
possibility of a presidential bid from O’Rourke.

“If Beto O’Rourke wants to go and run for president, God bless him, he should put his hat in and make
his case,” Emanuel said on MSNBC. “But, he lost. You don’t usually promote a loser to the top of the
party.” 
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Related articles:

Despite Raising $38.1M, “Beto” Still Trails Cruz by Nine Points

Texas Senate Race Pits Liberal Robert “Beto” O’Rourke vs. Ted Cruz
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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