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Romney Wins Florida; Paul and Santorum Focus on
Caucuses
Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich
placed a distant second with 32 percent of
the vote, but pledged to carry on his
campaign in his concession speech that
evening. Gingrich had won the South
Carolina primary 10 days earlier by a similar
double-digit 40-28 percent margin.

Former Pennsylvania Senator Rick Santorum
(who had won the Iowa caucuses) placed
third in the primary with 13 percent of the
vote, and Texas Congressman Ron Paul
finished last of the four candidates with a
mere seven percent of the vote. Paul and
Santorum had largely skipped the Florida
primary contest, as the expensive media
market and winner-take-all delegate rule
made competition in the Sunshine State less
favorable than upcoming caucus states such
as Nevada, Maine, Colorado, and Minnesota.

The Gingrich campaign was also rocked by charges January 31 that one of its staff members had
deliberately stepped on the bare toes of 29-year-old Ron Paul supporter Eddie Dillard. The Ron Paul
campaign called for a Gingrich campaign apology, citing "today’s deplorable behavior against Ron Paul
supporter Eddie Dillard in Florida reflects very poorly on Congressman Gingrich."

The Florida results have caused many to wonder if the Tea Party retains the electoral strength and
principles it demonstrated in the 2010 midterm elections. Exit polls demonstrated that the top two
candidates receiving the votes of Tea Party supporters (Romney 40 percent, Gingrich 38 percent)
backed both the TARP bailout package in 2008 and the individual healthcare mandate that has been
considered the linchpin of ObamaCare. Both issues helped to spark the Tea Party movement in 2008
and 2009. Meanwhile, the two candidates on the ballot who opposed both initiatives were spurned by
pro-Tea Party voters, with Tea Party "Godfather" Ron Paul winning just six percent of the votes from
Tea Party supporters and Rick Santorum winning just 14 percent.
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http://politics.blogs.foxnews.com/2012/01/28/paul-skips-florida-focuses-caucus-states-maine-and-colorado
http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/ticket/everyone-step-toes-gingrich-security-harasses-ron-paul-165042767.html
http://www.ronpaul2012.com/2012/01/31/ron-paul-campaign-calls-on-newt-gingrich-to-apologize-for-his-staff-assault-on-ron-paul-supporter/
http://www.cbsnews.com/primary-election-results-2012/exit.shtml?state=FL&amp;race=P&amp;jurisdiction=0&amp;party=R
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/43019901/ns/politics-decision_2012/t/tea-party-godfather-ron-paul-declares-bid/
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.
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