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Pandemic Shutdown Forces NRA to Cancel National
Convention, Cut Salaries, Lay Off Employees
Andrew Arulanandam, a spokesman for the
National Rifle Association (NRA), said on
Sunday that “The cancelation of the annual
meeting had a significant impact” on the
pro-gun group’s financial condition. He
blamed it and other cuts on the pandemic
shutdown:

The health crisis has caused us to
postpone countless fundraising and
membership events along with
competitions, training seminars and
other revenue streams — those
disruptions are the primary drivers of
our decision-making process. Like every
other business and nonprofit, we are
forced to make tough choices in this
new economic environment.

Those “tough choices” included laying off dozens of employees, furloughing others, and scaling back on
the group’s usual fundraising, membership, and shooting events.

The NRA’s chief operating officer Wayne LaPierre sent an e-mail to his people:

Defending freedom has never been easy. Over the years, we’ve weathered more tough times than
most. But, we will rise from this stronger and well positioned to lead the fight to protect our Second
Amendment, the First Amendment, and all our constitutional freedoms during the crucial upcoming
elections and for years to come.

It’s not likely, however, that the group will have the impact on the 2020 elections that it did back in
2016. That year the NRA’s non-profit arm raised $366 million and spent $412 million in helping the
president get elected along with dozens of other pro-gun, pro-Second Amendment candidates running
for office.

Although based on background checks, Americans purchased record numbers of firearms in March in
reaction to the virus shutdowns mandated by nearly every state so anti-gun politicians might be in for
trouble this year.

The NRA is not alone, of course. Churches, charities, and other non-profits have seen their revenues
fall, often by half, as a result of the shutdown. Said Robert Spitzer, chairman of political science at the
State University of New York:

Everybody’s in the same boat as the NRA. The NRA’s real problem is they had real existing
financial problems before this happened. It simply does not bode well for their impact on the
upcoming election.
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https://www.foxnews.com/politics/nra-coronavirus-pandemic-layoffs-pay-cuts
https://home.nra.org/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/bob-adelmann/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Bob Adelmann on May 4, 2020

Page 2 of 3

An Ivy League graduate and former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The New
American, primarily on economics and politics. He can be reached at
badelmann@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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