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Oops! Trump Names Rick Perry as Energy Secretary
Former Texas Governor Rick Perry said that
it’s likely his first presidential run ended
during a Republican debate in 2011. He ran
on a platform of cutting government and
when he was asked by a moderator which
agencies he would eliminate, Perry
responded:

I will tell you, it is three agencies of
government when I get there that are
gone: Commerce, Education, and the…
what’s the third one there? Let’s see…
Oops.”

It was his inability to remember the third one — the Department of Energy — that he later claimed was
a major factor in his dropping out of the race.

He gave himself a “second chance” to run in 2016, but was the first to drop out when his campaign
failed to gain traction or financing. Now Perry has a “third chance”: this time to run the department he
threatened with extinction five years ago.

A successful governor — the longest administration in Texas history and the second longest of any
governor ever — Perry was reelected by substantial margins before finally retiring in 2013 after 14
years in office.

Perry is going to have his hands full running the agency he wanted to abolish. With a budget
approaching $30 billion a year and 13,000 employees, plus another 93,000 contractors, his agency not
only oversees energy “policy” but also the nation’s aging arsenal of nuclear weapons. In fact, 60 percent
of his budget is dedicated to nuclear safety and nuclear production for military purposes, nuclear waste
disposal, and research. His agency also directs research in genomics.

He spelled out his conservative philosophy in the fly leaf of his 2012 book Fed Up! Our Fight to Save
American From Washington. It served as a template for Trump’s slogan “Make American Great Again”
three years before Trump began his campaign:

We are fed up because deep down we know how great America has always been, how many great
things the people do in spite of their government, and how great the nation can be in the future if
government will just get out of the way.

Our fight is clear. We must step up and retake the reins of our government from a Washington
establishment that has abused our trust.

In February Perry joined the board of directors of Energy Transfer Partners (ETP), which owns and
operates some 62,500 miles of oil and natural gas pipelines. ETP is the same company trying to
complete the Dakota Access pipeline near Cannon Ball, North Dakota. No doubt Perry is hoping to get
some help for the project from his new boss. Trump spokesman Jason Miller said the crude oil conduit is
“something that we support construction of, and we’ll review the full situation once we’re in the White
House and make an appropriate determination at that time.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/13/us/politics/rick-perry-energy-secretary-trump.html?_r=0
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An Ivy League graduate and former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The New
American magazine and blogs frequently at LightFromTheRight.com, primarily on economics and
politics. He can be reached at badelmann@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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