llewAmerican

Written by Thomas R. Eddlem on April 19, 2009

Obama Supports Tapping Your Phone & Internet

The April 15 news story noted that Justice s
Department whistleblowers described the ;
scope of the illegal snooping as “significant
and systemic,” entailing “millions of calls
and e-mail messages” and including an
attempt by the NSA to wiretap without a
warrant a member of Congress traveling
overseas.
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The New York Times published the story just
days after the Department of Homeland
Security declassified a report (pdf) entitled
Rightwing Extremism that paints law-
abiding but politically conservative
Americans and military veterans as potential
violent terrorists. (For more on this report,
see The New American’s exposé here.)

President Obama claims he will fight in court for the ability to wiretap law-abiding American citizens.
The day after the New York Times published its story on the NSA’s illegal excesses, Obama publicly
stated: “While I believe strongly in transparency and accountability, I also believe that in a dangerous
world, the United States must sometimes carry out intelligence operations and protect information that
is classified for purposes of national security. I have already fought for that principle in court and will
do so again in the future.”

The “principle” Obama was referring to was the Bush policy of eavesdropping on Americans’ electronic
communications through the NSA without a warrant. Last year Congress outlawed the NSA’s
warrantless wiretapping of American citizens within the United States (although warrantless searches
were already illegal under the Fourth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution).

The Justice Department told the New York Times that it “acknowledged Wednesday night that there had
been problems with the NSA surveillance operation” but claimed the illegal surveillance had been fixed.
Meanwhile, the NSA issued a blanket denial that it had violated any law, sending the Times a statement
that its “intelligence operations, including programs for collection and analysis, are in strict accordance
with U.S. laws and regulations.”
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http://video1.washingtontimes.com/video/extremismreport.pdf
http://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/politics/item/2577-new-dhs-domestic-terrorism-report-targets-millions-of-americans
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/16/us/politics/16text-obama.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/16/us/politics/16text-obama.html
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_public_laws&amp;docid=f:publ261.110
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment04/
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/16/us/16nsa.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/16/us/16nsa.html?_r=1
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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