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Elon Musk Defies County, Declares His Tesla Factory Back
in Production
Elon Musk, CEO of Tesla, Inc., e-mailed his
workers on Sunday, notifying them to come
back to work on Monday. Titled “Furlough
has Ended and we are back to Work in
Production!” he told them, “We’re happy to
get back to work and have implemented
plans to help you keep safe as you return.”

Not so happy were Alameda County officials
who thought they were in control of the
situation. As The New American reported on
Monday, final negotiations over the
conditions under which the county would
allow Musk to restart operations were being
held.

When those officials learned on Monday that Musk had restarted operations without their explicit
permission, they issued a press release warning Musk of “further enforcement measures” unless he
complied with their diktat:

Today, May 12, we learned that the Tesla factory in Fremont had opened beyond [our] “Minimum
Basic Operations” [plan]. We have notified Tesla that they can only maintain Minimum Basic
Operations until we have an approved plan that can be implemented in accordance with the local
public health Order.

But, if Musk’s factory stays open, there will be consequences:

We are addressing this matter using the same phased approach we use for other businesses which
have violated the Order in the past, and we hope that Tesla will likewise comply without further
enforcement measures.

Musk responded by tweeting: “Tesla is restarting production today against Alameda County rules. I will
be on the line with everyone else. If anyone is arrested, I ask that it only be me.”

{modulepos inner_text_ad}

Musk then added: “California approved, but an unelected county official illegally overrode. Also, all
other auto companies in US are approved to resume. Only Tesla has been singled out. This is super
messed up!” 

The governor, surprisingly, is putting the matter back onto the county, resisting the temptation to enter
the fray:

We recognize localism, both from a county, previous questions about if a county wants to go
further, and other counties that don’t want to even go as far as the state, which is the case in
Alameda County.

My understanding is they have had some very constructive conversations with the folks at that
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facility, the county health director. They’re working to focus on the health and safety of the
employees at that facility. My belief and hope and expectation is as nearly as next week, they will
be able to resume.

Translation: I’m staying out of this mess. You made it. You fix it. Have a nice day.

Just to make sure the message was clear to Alameda County officials, Newsom said during a press call:

I have more confidence moving forward in our ability to support a company that this state has
substantially supported for now many, many years, and in return we have been beneficiaries of
their incredible growth, ingenuity and innovative spirit. We look forward to many, many decades of
that relationship.

Translation: Don’t mess this up, Alameda!

Musk responded to Newsom: “Thank you!”

Readers are invited to stay tuned as The New American continues coverage of the clash between
unelected bureaucrats enjoying their powers and private capitalist entrepreneurs trying to serve
customers profitably in a heavily regulated environment.
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An Ivy League graduate and former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The New
American, primarily on economics and politics. He can be reached at
badelmann@thenewamerican.com.

Related article:

Frustrated Tesla Founder Elon Musk Threatens to Move Out of California
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.
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Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
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60-Day money back guarantee!
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