
Written by Raven Clabough on June 14, 2011

Page 1 of 3

Man Kicked Off Plane for Cursing
Brooklyn, New York, resident Robert Sayegh
(left)  is considering a lawsuit after he was
removed from a Delta Airlines carrier flight
for cursing. The Detroit Free Press reports:
Robert Sayegh was on a Delta Airlines
carrier flight [Atlantic Southeast Airlines]
[coming] home from his cousin’s wedding in
Kansas City when he said a flight attendant
overheard him complaining about a 45-
minute delay to a fellow passenger.

Atlantic Southeast Airlines Flight
5136, which had been taxiing on the
runway, turned around and Detroit
Metro Airport Police boarded the plane
to escort Sayegh off.

Sayegh, who admits to being hungover on the plane but not drunk, was placed on a later flight.  Atlantic
Southeast Airlines spokeswoman Kate Modolo issued a formal apology to Sayegh: We apologize for any
inconvenience that this may have caused.

Sayegh indicates that he is sensitive to airline guidelines regarding threats, having lost his cousin on
September 11. If anyone stood up on a plane, I would crush them. He asserts, however, that he was not
behaving in a threatening manner.

The airline is currently in the process of investigating the incident. Though airlines do reserve the right
to remove disruptive customers, Sayegh denies any assertions that he did anything more than use the F-
word several times in a casual conversation with the passenger sitting next to him.

Sayegh, a television producer and childrens book author, complained following the incident, Its
ridiculous and embarrassing. I was just kind of talking to the guy sitting next to me. I said, What is
taking so long? I said, What the F is going on? He added, I could see if I directed it at the flight
attendant, but I didnt even speak to him.

Not everyone believes Sayeghs story, however. Jeanne Sager of The Stir writes:

[T]heres something about Sayeghs whole story that just doesnt sit right with me. He contacted
the media immediately in Detroit after being escorted off a flight, ostensibly for letting loose
several F-bombs. [Emphasis in original.]

Naturally theres the he-said, she-said part of this. Sayegh says all the cursing was done to a fellow
passenger, so he shouldnt have been kicked off. Delta says its completing an internal
investigation, but they put him on a later flight to Newark, and he got home alright. Im not saying
either one is lying, but who is the naughty one here?

The Huffington Post views the incident as an example of dwindling liberties:

Either way, you can add swearing to the growing list of things that might get you kicked off your
flight including: being too fat to fly, being too tall, and having strong body odor.

http://thestir.cafemom.com/blogger/16/jeanne_sager
http://www.freep.com/article/20110613/NEWS05/110613013/New-York-man-kicked-off-plane-Detroit-swearing-may-sue-airline
http://www.freep.com/article/20110613/NEWS05/110613013/New-York-man-kicked-off-plane-Detroit-swearing-may-sue-airline
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/02/14/director-kevin-smith-too_n_461803.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/01/passenger-kicked-off-hori_n_843869.html
http://articles.cnn.com/2010-02-18/travel/smelly.passenger_1_air-travelers-body-odor-privacy-issues?_s=PM:TRAVEL
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Apparently, cursing is not only prohibited on airplanes, but on buses as well. Last December,
Milwaukee resident Terry Duncan received a $500 fine for cursing on a public bus. The fine was for
disorderly conduct after Duncan used the F-word and S-word on a public bus in the presence of an
undercover deputy. Duncan was reportedly engaged in a conversation when he let the expletives slip.

Milwaukees Sheriff David Clarke justified the ticket, indicating that his county has a zero-tolerance
policy for disorderly conduct on buses, calling it a quality of life issue.

Likewise, the issuing department defended the ticket, declaring, People should be able to ride the bus
without feeling intimidated by someones language or behavior.

According to Sayegh, however, his language was not meant to be intimidating. He asserts that
expletives are an unfortunate element of the legendary Brooklyn vernacular. I dont want to come off
like I curse all the time. We use curse words just like adjectives. But the thing is, I never said it out loud
towards him [the flight attendant]. He just happened to be right behind me.

http://www.thenewamerican.com/usnews/politics/item/3621-milwaukee-man-fined-for-cursing-on-bus
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