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Is Protesters’ Storming of the Capitol an Omen of Coming
Civil War?

These are dark days for our Republic. Does
light await on the other side?

Capitol Hill exploded in pandemonium on
Wednesday afternoon as masses of President
Trump’s supporters marched on Congress
while lawmakers counted the electoral votes
from the 2020 presidential race that would
certify Joe Biden as president and Kamala
Harris as vice president.

Storming barricades, protesters made their
way into the Capitol, prompting the
postponement of the electoral vote counting
process as Vice President Mike Pence and AP Images
members of Congress were evacuated to

their offices for safety.

Clashes arose between police and the president’s supporters. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
reportedly requested that National Guard troops clear and secure the Capitol.
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Once inside the Capitol Building, groups of protesters (perhaps including agents provocateurs)
wandered down the halls looking for lawmakers. Some made it onto the floor itself, with one individual
climbing onto the dais and yelling “Trump won that election!”

Emotions ran high as conservatives, not only in D.C. but across the nation, felt a sense of betrayal as
key Republican figures showed they weren’t going to help President Trump overturn the electoral
results believed to have been compromised due to fraud.

Contrary to what the president had expected of him, Vice President Mike Pence did not block the votes
from such states as he counted the results.

“I do not believe that the Founders of our country intended to invest the Vice President with unilateral
authority to decide which electoral votes should be counted during the Joint Session of Congress, and
no Vice President in American history has ever asserted such authority,” Pence wrote in a statement
released before the counting began.

The vice president added, “I will keep the oath I made to them and I will keep the oath I made to
Almighty God.”

President Trump criticized Pence on Twitter over the decision.
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The president (who had called on Americans to be present at the Capitol on Wednesday in the first
place) did, however, urge protesters to be peaceful.

After the capitol building was breached, he also made a one-minute video statement urging people to go
home:

In another move that left Trump supporters wringing their hands, Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) attempted to block members of his chamber from challenging the certification
process.

“Our democracy would enter a death spiral” if Congress overturned Joe Biden’s victory, McConnell said.

Prior to a sudden halt in the proceedings, GOP lawmakers objected to Arizona’s slate of electors,
leading to separate debates on accepting the slate in both chambers.

The storming of the Capitol further highlights the looming possibility of civil war or a similarly
existential conflict enveloping America in the near future. When a significant portion of the people,
whether on the Right or Left, no longer sees their government as legitimate — whether that belief is
correct or not — they will seek to break the bands that tie them to that government.

The Left and Right in America have grown irreconcilable in their ideological differences, and each
increasingly views any institution controlled by the other as illegitimate. The current sad state of affairs
can be exploited by freedom’s enemies to foment violence and use the violence as a rationale for
imposing police-state powers on the road to tyranny.

Yet violence can be avoided if both sides return to the founding principle of federalism. Under the
Constitution, the national government possesses only those few and defined powers granted to it, and
all other powers are reserved to the states and the people. Thus, some states may be more conservative
and others more liberal in their policies, depending on what the citizens of those states want. Moreover,
state governments can and should exercise their power of nullification to stop unconstitutional
infringements by the national government at their state borders. States also need to restore election
integrity — and should do so quickly — so that elections can no longer be stolen. And of course, the
people need to be better informed regarding the principles of sound government, so they are not
beguiled into voting themselves into slavery.

Undertaking such steps will do much to quell tensions and restore both the states and the federal
government to the roles intended by the Founders.

Note: After this article was originally published, the title was changed to reflect the fact that those who
“stormed” the capitol included not just MAGA supporters but also agents provocateurs.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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