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IRS Revokes Tax-exempt Status From Patrick Henry

Center

Now, at last, Gary Aldrich is free to speak
his mind on matters of great concern to him
without having to worry about overstepping
the bounds imposed on his First Amendment
rights by the Internal Revenue Service. His
Patrick Henry Center for Individual Liberty
had its tax-exempt status under Section PATRICK HENRY CENTER
501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY
revoked, effective last July. The final
determination letter was dated December 31
but was just released to the media this week.
It said:

This is a final adverse determination regarding your exempt status under section 501(c)3 of the
Internal Revenue Code. It is determined that you do not qualify as exempt from Federal Income Tax
... effective July 1 [2013].

The letter then listed in its 17 pages the various infringements of which Aldrich was guilty and the
conclusion of the IRS:

You operated as an action organization because you participated in or intervened in political
campaigns on behalf of and in opposition to candidates for public office by publishing and
distributing statements.

As [as a result] we revoke our previous favorable determination as to your exempt status effective
July 1.
Not that Aldrich is much concerned about the ruling. After a 26-year career in the FBI, during part of

which he spent time in the White House vetting Clinton’s appointees, he likely knew that eventually his
past “indiscretions” would likely catch up to him.

When he left his job under Clinton in 1996, Aldrich wrote a New York Times’ bestseller, Unlimited
Access: An FBI Agent Inside the Clinton White House, in which he exposed the corrupt underbelly of
that administration. Time after time nominees favored by Clinton were found to be so corrupt and
unworthy that Aldrich rejected them, only to have Clinton ignore his findings and allow them positions
of authority on his staff anyway. He noted the especially corrupt, vulgar, and obscene behavior of
Hillary Clinton, giving special emphasis in his book to her decorating the White House Christmas tree
with sex toys and drug paraphernalia.

As Aldrich noted in his biography,
[I] could not let these threats to national security and attacks on basic American values continue....

With firsthand knowledge of the hardship facing those who dare to speak the truth in the face of
corrupt power, [I] determined to make a difference by helping others. Thus was conceived a non-
profit foundation to assist [other] whistleblowers and to protect their First Amendment rights.
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In an attempt to inform the electorate of the corruption of Senator John Kerry during the “Swift Boat”
incident, Aldrich wrote the following in 2004:

I'm quite certain Senator John Kerry will be a “hero” to today’s peaceniks, anarchists and any
others who hate Amerika. But for the more than 50,000 Vietnam Veterans whose names appear on
the Vietnam Memorial, Senator John Kerry is nothing but a skunk.

Let’s see what happens when he brings his medals to the first presidential debate. I'm willing to bet
George W. Bush will have no trouble dealing with this coward.

This was more than the IRS could stand and, coupled with similar comments expressing — under the
First Amendment — his contempt for Hillary Clinton, resulted in the IRS pulling his tax-exempt plug.

Aldrich’s operation was never hugely consequential in size, declaring less than $350,000 in revenues for
the year 2012. Most of that came from the Scaife Foundation, which has generously funded other
worthy groups on the Right, such as Heritage, Cato, Americans for Tax Reform, and the Competitive
Enterprise Institute.

Why well-intentioned people like Aldrich decide to give up some of their First Amendment rights in
order to obtain the mess of porridge that allows contributors a tax deduction has never been well
understood. How he could justify “protecting First Amendment rights” of others while giving up some of
his own is a conundrum.

Ever since July, however, Aldrich is now able to breathe the clean pure air guaranteed by the First
Amendment, without having to worry about IRS censors looking over his shoulder. It’ll be interesting to
see if contributions to his now IRS-free foundation actually increase.

A graduate of Cornell University and a former investment advisor, Bob is a regular contributor to The
New American magazine and blogs frequently at www.LightFromTheRight.com, primarily on economics
and politics. He can be reached at badelmann@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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