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Ilhan Omar’s Team Colluded With Newspaper to Shut
Down Bad Press

Politicians have long understood the perks of
maintaining a close relationship with the
press.

Documents related to campaign finance
violations by Congresswoman Ilhan Omar
(D-Minn.; shown) reveal her team’s
admission of attempting to kill unfavorable
news coverage of the representative by
leveraging personal relationships with
journalists.

In an email acquired and made public by the Minnesota Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure Board,
Ben Goldfarb, Omar’s crisis manager, asked members of the Omar team if they had a “relationship”
with a journalist, Blois Olson, in order to shut down a story — as they admittedly had done with the
prominent Minneapolis Star-Tribune.

“Does anyone have a personal relationship with Blois?” Goldfarb asked in the email. “Someone should
probably reach out to talk off the record and shut it down with him AS WE DO WITH THE STRIB
[emphasis added].”
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<7¥°, Nick Solheim
@ @NickSSolheim v

My God. Props to @bloisolson for
sharing.

From @llhanMN'’s crisis manager Ben
Goldfarb:

“Does anyone in the team have a
relationship with Blois? Someone should
probably reach out to talk off the record
and shut it down with him AS WE DO
WITH THE STRIB” [emphasis added]
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Goldfarb’s e-mail came after Olson’s Morning Take shared a link to a Powerline Blog story about
Representative Omar. Morning Take notes that, ultimately, “no one ever reached out” and “we weren’t
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‘shut down.””

But Goldfarb’s own words remain on record claiming to shut down stories at the Star-Tribune. The
newspaper has not yet issued a statement on the shocking revelation.

The Goldfarb e-mail was one of several documents made public as part of the Minnesota Campaign
Finance and Public Disclosure Board’s findings during its probe of campaign finance violations by the
Neighbors for Ilhan Committee.

The probe began due to a complaint submitted last year by Representative Steve Drazkowski, a
Republican member of the Minnesota House of Representatives.

The Board declared that the Omar Committee improperly paid for several of Omar’s personal expenses
and ordered the congresswoman to pay back nearly $4,000, as well as a $500 civil fine (see here and
here).

Among the expenses Omar was ordered to personally reimburse include $1,500 paid to public
accountants Frederick & Rosen for tax services.

The Board’s most troubling discovery, and the one that may result in serious legal ramifications for
Omar, was the finding that the lawmaker filed joint tax returns in 2014 and 2015 with Ahmed Abdisalan
Hirsi — a man with whom she was living but to whom she was not legally married at the time.

Under Minnesota law, it is illegal to file jointly unless filers are legally married to one another. The
couple did not marry legally until 2018. They were joined by a faith-based (but not civil) marriage for
several years before separating in 2008.

The next year, Omar married British citizen Ahmed Nur Said Elmi, to whom she was still legally married
at the time she filed jointly with Hirsi. The congresswoman ultimately divorced Elmi in 2017 and
reconciled with Hirsi, marrying him in 2018.

Research into Elmi’s social media has led some observers to believe that he is Omar’s brother or
another close family member and that their marriage was entered into for a legal benefit or dishonest
purpose.

The news that Omar filed taxes jointly with someone other than her legal spouse and that her team has
admittedly suppressed coverage it deems unfavorable are far from the first scandals in which the
progressive Democrat has found herself — and are unlikely to be the last.

Photo of Rep. Ilhan Omar: AP Images
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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