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War With Iran Looms as Biden and Netanyahu Edge Closer
to Direct Conflict
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Benjamin Netanyahu and Joe Biden

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu are moving
toward an agreement on Israel’s planned
attack against Iran, raising concerns over a
potential escalation of violence in the Middle
East. According to Axios, U.S. and Israeli
officials indicated that Wednesday’s call
between the two leaders, as well as Vice
President and presidential candidate Kamala
Harris, was a “productive” step toward
aligning their strategies.

The Call
According to the readout of the call, Biden
“affirmed his ironclad commitment to
Israel’s security.” He also “condemned
unequivocally Iran’s ballistic missile attack

against Israel on October 1st.” On that day,
Iran launched a ballistic missile attack
targeting Israeli defense infrastructure and
military bases. This assault was reportedly
in retaliation for the killing of key figures,
including Hamas chief Ismail Haniyeh in
Tehran and Hezbollah leader Hassan
Nasrallah in Beirut. Israel said it thwarted
much of the attack.

The White House also said,

The President affirmed Israel’s right to protect its citizens from Hezbollah, which has fired
thousands of missiles and rockets into Israel over the past year alone, while emphasizing the
need to minimize harm to civilians, in particular in the densely populated areas of Beirut.

The call for “minimizing harm to civilians” stems from the devastating impact of Israel’s retaliatory
military offensive against Lebanon, following Iran’s strike. Israel’s attack targeted Hezbollah
strongholds, military sites, and infrastructure in southern Lebanon and parts of Beirut. The
bombardment resulted in significant casualties, with more than 2,000 people reported killed and more
than a million displaced. The sheer scale of civilian suffering has intensified international demands for
restraint, urging all parties to protect non-combatants as the conflict escalates.

Biden reiterated his support for Israel’s right to defend itself against Iran and its proxies during a later
call with Jewish American rabbis.

https://www.axios.com/2024/10/10/biden-netanyahu-call-israel-attack-iran
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/10/09/readout-of-president-joe-bidens-call-with-prime-minister-netanyahu-of-israel-9/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/10/09/remarks-by-president-biden-during-a-call-with-jewish-faith-leaders-for-high-holidays-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/10/09/remarks-by-president-biden-during-a-call-with-jewish-faith-leaders-for-high-holidays-2/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Veronika Kyrylenko on October 11, 2024

Page 2 of 5

Israel
According to Axios, Netanyahu spent hours on Tuesday night in intensive discussions. He met with
senior ministers and the heads of Israel’s military and intelligence services. The focus of the meeting
was the scope and timing of Israel’s expected retaliation.

Israeli officials have indicated that the upcoming attack will be substantial:

Israeli officials say the retaliation is expected to be significant, and will likely include a
combination of airstrikes on military targets in Iran and clandestine attacks like the one
[that] killed Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.

The Israeli Security Cabinet, the key body responsible for authorizing military operations, convened for
four hours on Friday to discuss a retaliatory strike on Iran. Despite extensive discussions, the Cabinet
postponed its vote on the timing and targets for the attack. 

Local media reports suggest the Cabinet is strategically delaying the decision to maintain the element
of surprise. This delay could also affect Gallant’s planned trip to the United States, as Netanyahu had
tied the visit to securing Cabinet approval for the operation. The Cabinet had previously agreed on the
need for retaliation following Iran’s October 1 missile attack. Yet, the specifics, including when and
where to strike, are unlikely to be revealed publicly until they take place.

The Biden Administration
The Biden administration accepts that Israel is planning a major retaliatory strike on Iran. Yet, it has
urged restraint regarding specific targets. President Biden has explicitly stated that the United States
would not support an Israeli attack on Iran’s oil fields. He warned that such a strike would spike global
oil prices and destabilize the world economy. The administration has also cautioned against targeting
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure, fearing it could provoke a broader regional war.

The Jerusalem Post has reported that the United States is offering Israel a substantial “compensation
package.” This includes military aid and full diplomatic support. However, the offer is contingent on
Israel restricting its strikes in Iran to targets that have been pre-approved by Washington. In addition,
the United States has pledged to defend Israel against any retaliation from Iran.

Certainly, there’s no guarantee Israel will accept the proposition. In fact, Israel has a track record of
pursuing military actions despite U.S. warnings.

Yet, as reported by The American Conservative, National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan indicated that
Israel’s ongoing military operations in the regions are “Washington’s war, too.”

U.S. War With Iran?
As the conflict is set to erupt into a full-blown war, footing the bill, as always, are American taxpayers.
Since October 7, 2023, the United States has provided a record-breaking $17.9 billion to support
Israel’s war efforts.

Further, America’s involvement in an attack could be direct. That is according to a recent NBC report
referenced by a prominent anti-war advocate, former Congressman Ron Paul.

NBC News is reporting that at least two US officials have revealed to them that the
Biden/Harris Administration is considering directly participating in expected Israeli attacks

https://www.axios.com/2024/08/01/haniyeh-assassination-mossad
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/israel-postpones-vote-on-timing-of-attack-on-iran-possible-targets-reports/3358777
https://www.axios.com/2024/10/04/biden-opposition-israeli-strikes-iran-oil-facilities
https://apnews.com/article/biden-israel-iran-hezbollah-nuclear-sites-846c8779b2b95a3bebcf955c4e69cf6c
https://www.jpost.com/breaking-news/article-823427#google_vignette
https://www.theamericanconservative.com/congress-mia-on-possible-u-s-war-with-iran/
https://www.ap.org/news-highlights/spotlights/2024/us-spends-a-record-17-9-billion-on-military-aid-to-israel-since-last-oct-7/
https://thenewamerican.com/opinion/american-neocons-get-their-iran-war-as-congress-sleeps/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf
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on Iran.

Will the president, without Congressional authority, open the Pandora's box leading to…
pic.twitter.com/Mp8onj9oHC

— Ron Paul (@RonPaul) October 9, 2024

Non-interventionist critics warn that unconditionally backing Israel’s aggressive actions against Iran
risks sparking a wider, bloodier conflict. This could pull more countries into the fray in an already
volatile region, draining U.S. resources with little to show for the cost.

Adding to this concern, lone constitutional voices in Congress, such as Representative Thomas Massie
(R-Ky.), stress that any U.S. military action must receive Congressional approval. Massie has criticized
the administration for not seeking this authorization.

The Constitution does not permit the executive branch to unilaterally commit an act of war
against a sovereign nation that hasn’t attacked the United States.https://t.co/3VaRA1VSlM
pic.twitter.com/rUNz9guZtC

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) October 9, 2024

Massie even hinted that President Biden would be committing an impeachable offense if he were to
start a war with Iran without the consent of Congress:

In 2007, Sen. Biden put the President on notice that he would impeach him for going to war
with Iran without Congressional approval.

Consider this your notice @POTUS @joebiden. pic.twitter.com/NzEnLz5qP1

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) January 31, 2024

​Presidential Candidates
Both presidential contenders, Kamala Harris and Donald Trump, consider Iran a major threat to
America.

In a recent interview with 60 Minutes, Harris said Iran was America’s “greatest adversary.” She argued
that the country “has Americans’ blood on its hands” because of its October 1 strike on Israel’s bases,
even though there were no reports of American casualties.

In an unaired portion of Kamala’s 60 Minutes interview she claims Iran is the greatest
threat to the United States and implicitly suggests that she would go to war with Iran. Why
wasn’t this aired? pic.twitter.com/TrusCFMHfk

— Ian Miles Cheong (@stillgray) October 8, 2024

As a staunch advocate of Israel, Trump, in turn, rallies for an aggressive approach to dealing with Iran.
In the context of the latest escalation, “the art of the deal” includes hitting Iran’s nuclear sites,
according to the former president.

Trump also believes that Iran was responsible for the recent assassination attempts against him,

https://t.co/Mp8onj9oHC
https://twitter.com/RonPaul/status/1844126234118324662?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/3VaRA1VSlM
https://t.co/rUNz9guZtC
https://twitter.com/RepThomasMassie/status/1844095483310113032?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/POTUS?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/JoeBiden?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/NzEnLz5qP1
https://twitter.com/RepThomasMassie/status/1752753342214713371?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/TrusCFMHfk
https://twitter.com/stillgray/status/1843692327443018135?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/trump-says-he-thinks-israel-should-hit-iran-nuclear-facilities/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf
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quoting information shared with him by the intelligence community.

A few weeks ago, he said Iran threatened America “very directly,” adding, “The best way to do it is
through the office of the president, so that [if] you do any attacks on former presidents or candidates
for president, your country gets blown to smithereens, as we say.”

https://www.timesofisrael.com/trumps-campaign-says-us-intelligence-warned-of-iranian-threats-to-his-life/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9VZ1FOGLvA&amp;ab_channel=TheSun
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf
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