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Veterans Say America’s Wars Aren’t Worth It, Poll Finds
A majority of America’s military veterans say
the costs of the United States’ seemingly
endless wars have outweighed their
benefits, and the general public agrees with
them, according to two new Pew Research
Center polls.

The surveys, conducted between May 14 and
June 3, asked respondents about their views
of three of America’s longest ongoing
foreign interventions: Afghanistan, Iraq, and
Syria. The Afghanistan War was launched in
2001, allegedly to avenge the 9/11 attacks
and to prevent future ones. The Iraq War
began two years later under false pretenses;
and while most U.S. troops were withdrawn
in 2011, about 5,000 remain, according to
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. The U.S.
military has been involved in the Syrian Civil
War since at least 2014. All three
campaigns, of course, were preceded by
years of both covert and overt U.S.
intervention in these same countries.

Veterans, and Americans in general, are the most pessimistic about the Iraq invasion and its aftermath.
A whopping 64 percent of veterans said the war was not worth its costs; 62 percent of all Americans
agreed. Only 33 percent of veterans and 32 percent of the general public believe the war was worth it.

Respondents were slightly more optimistic when it came to Afghanistan. Fifty-eight percent of veterans
and 59 percent of the public think U.S. intervention in the “graveyard of empires” has been a bust,
while 38 percent of veterans and 36 percent of Americans consider it worthwhile.

The Syrian escapade, perhaps because of its shorter duration and lower profile, was viewed the most
favorably, albeit still more negatively than positively. Fifty-five percent of veterans and 58 percent of
Americans in general say its costs outweigh its benefits. Only 42 percent of veterans and 36 percent of
the public hold the opposite opinion.

According to Pew, “Veterans who served in either Iraq or Afghanistan are no more supportive of those
engagements than those who did not serve in these wars. And views do not differ based on rank or
combat experience.”

Political affiliation, on the other hand, does make a difference. Republican veterans, while still
pessimistic about most of the wars, tend to view them considerably more favorably than Democratic
veterans do. On Iraq, 45 percent of Republican veterans say the war was worth fighting, while just 15
percent of Democratic veterans concur. Likewise, 46 percent of Republican veterans versus 26 percent
of Democratic veterans support the Afghanistan intervention, and 54 percent of Republican veterans

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/10/majorities-of-u-s-veterans-public-say-the-wars-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-were-not-worth-fighting/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/07/10/majorities-of-u-s-veterans-public-say-the-wars-in-iraq-and-afghanistan-were-not-worth-fighting/
https://www.state.gov/a-force-for-good-america-reinvigorated-in-the-middle-east/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/michael-tennant/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Michael Tennant on July 11, 2019

Page 2 of 3

and 25 percent of Democratic veterans say U.S. involvement in Syria has been more beneficial than not.
“The party gaps are nearly identical among the public,” noted Pew.

An objective assessment of these wars would suggest that Americans’ pessimism is warranted. The
United States remains in the longest period of sustained military conflict in its history, with no end in
sight. Estimates of the financial costs of these wars, including expected future spending on veterans’
healthcare and disability payments, run as high as $6 trillion. About 8,500 American military personnel
have lost their lives in these conflicts, and thousands more are enduring long-term physical,
psychological, and emotional suffering. Hundreds of thousands of foreigners have been killed.
Christians are “perilously close to extinction” in Iraq, according to an Iraqi archbishop. The Iraq war led
to the rise of ISIS, with which the United States has allied itself, whether intentionally or not, in Syria,
while battling it in Iraq. The ever-present threat of blowback from these and other foreign interventions
has given authorities cover for curtailing Americans’ civil liberties and spying on their every move.

Despite this, President Donald Trump has largely failed to live up to his campaign promises to extricate
America from these quagmires and has often appointed some of the very people who created these
messes — National Security Adviser John Bolton, for one — to positions where they can stump for even
more war, including with Iran. The Pew polls, however, show that the public, including the people who
fought the wars, are on candidate Trump’s side. One can only hope that the president’s resolve will be
bolstered by such findings and that he will finally bring the United States’ long, costly, and
unconstitutional foreign adventures to a speedy conclusion.
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