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Trump Contradicts Rubio on Reason for Attacking Iran,
Claims Iran Was About to Strike U.S., Israel
President Trump contradicted Secretary of
State Marco Rubio today about the reason
the United States attacked Iran on Saturday.

Yesterday, Rubio said that Israel forced the
U.S. to attack, that Trump had no choice but
to go along with the decision to protect U.S.
military and diplomatic assets in the region.

Today, Trump said the attack was his idea
and that he believed Iran would attack
Israel, the United States, or “others.”

During a meeting in the Oval
Office with German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz on Tuesday,
President Trump said the U.S.
and Israel had to strike Iran first
because he "thought we were
going to have a situation where
we were going to be attacked."

"They were getting ready to
attack…
pic.twitter.com/4M7dnXta3S

— CBS News (@CBSNews)
March 3, 2026

Rubio’s Remarks
Rubio let the cat out of the bag while speaking with reporters. He claimed that Trump had to order the
attack because Israel had decided to attack Iran.

“The assessment that was made that if we stood and waited for that attack to come first before we hit
them, we would suffer much higher casualties, and so the president made the very wise decision,” the
secretary of state said:

We knew that there was going to be an Israeli action, we knew that that would precipitate
an attack against American forces, and we knew that if we didn’t preemptively go after them
before they launched those attacks, we would suffer higher casualties, and perhaps even
higher [numbers] killed. And we would all be here answering questions about why we knew
that and didn’t act.

https://t.co/4M7dnXta3S
https://twitter.com/CBSNews/status/2028948719698313383?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/world-news/rubio-admits-israel-pulled-u-s-into-war-with-iran-u-s-had-to-act-to-avoid-casualties/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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.@SecRubio: "The president made the very wise decision—we knew that there was going to
be an Israeli action, we knew that that would precipitate an attack against American forces,
and we knew that if we didn’t preemptively go after them before they launched those
attacks, we… pic.twitter.com/Jp5rqpRH4T

— Rapid Response 47 (@RapidResponse47) March 2, 2026

That claim didn’t please many of those skeptical about the U.S. military’s role in the Middle East.

Far-left Democratic Representative Joaquin Castro of Texas wondered why an ally would put the United
States in the position that Rubio described.

“Secretary Rubio’s remarks indicate that Israel put U.S. forces in harm’s way by insisting on attacking
Iran,” he wrote on X:

And the administration was complicit — joining their war instead of talking them down

This is unacceptable of the President, and unacceptable of a country that calls itself our ally.

“So he’s confirming that we’re in a war with Iran specifically because of Israel,” FedUpMajority wrote:

It’s time to remove ALL of our military personnel from the region and end all foreign and
military aid to Israel. They are not our ally.

Trump Today
During a meeting with German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, Trump answered a reporter’s question about
the reasons for attacking Iran. He directly contradicted his secretary of state.

“It happened all very quickly. We thought, and I thought, maybe more so than most, they could ask
Marco, but I feel we were going to have a situation where we were going to be attacked,” Trump said:

They were getting ready to attack Israel. They were getting ready to attack others. You’re
seeing that right now. And a lot of those missiles that are heading in those are stationary.
Those were aimed there for a long period of time at these other countries, so I think I was
right about that. We attacked first, and if we didn’t, it could have been, you know.

Trump claimed the joint U.S.-Israeli attack is “really decimating them, they’re being decimated.”

Trump also claimed that U.S. forces have “massive amounts of ammunition,” despite the Biden
administration giving weapons to Ukraine “very stupidly for free.”

“We gave away a lot of high-end [ammunition], but we have plenty, but we have unlimited middle and
upper ammunition, which is really what we’re using in this war,” Trump concluded.

Trump Then
Under the video of Trump’s remark on the CBS News X feed, a user posted a screenshot of Trump’s
sentiments on the Middle East in 2019.

“The United States has spent EIGHT TRILLION DOLLARS fighting and policing in the Middle East,”
Trump wrote:

https://twitter.com/SecRubio?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Jp5rqpRH4T
https://twitter.com/RapidResponse47/status/2028576202420535469?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://x.com/JoaquinCastrotx/status/2028587349823611264?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2028587349823611264%7Ctwgr%5E3c79fd2d1a024ae5fe7ffe65695d1a38ca9d4644%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D435772action%3Dedit
https://x.com/FedUpMajority/status/2028593526532186314?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2028593526532186314%7Ctwgr%5Ea80446ff579c5ffd9f975880e996cf66631c2f7b%7Ctwcon%5Es1_c10&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fthenewamerican.com%2Fwp-admin%2Fpost.php%3Fpost%3D435772action%3Dedit
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Thousands of our Great Soldiers have died or been badly wounded. Millions of people have
died on the other side. GOING INTO THE MIDDLE EAST IS THE WORST DECISION EVER
MADE…..

The United States has spent EIGHT TRILLION DOLLARS fighting and policing in the Middle
East. Thousands of our Great Soldiers have died or been badly wounded. Millions of people
have died on the other side. GOING INTO THE MIDDLE EAST IS THE WORST DECISION
EVER MADE…..

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) October 9, 2019

That comment followed others Trump had made about Iran going back to 2011, as The New American
reported after the U.S. attacked Iran on Saturday.

“Our president will start a war with Iran because he has absolutely no ability to negotiate,” he wrote on
Twitter in November 2011 of President Barack Hussein Obama:

He’s weak and he’s ineffective. So the only way he figures that he’s going to get re-elected,
and as sure as you’re sitting there, is to start a war with Iran.

“@BarackObama will attack Iran in order to get re-elected,” he wrote on Twitter on January 17, 2012.
On September 16, 2013, Trump wrote that Obama would attack Iran to “save face.”

Whatever Trump’s sentiments then, he favors intervening in the Middle East now, spending American
money and spilling American blood to do so.

Yesterday, the U.S. Central Command reported that six Americans have thus far been killed in Iran’s
retaliatory strikes across the Middle East.

GOP Opposition
Former Trump supporters, such as GOP Representative Thomas Massie of Kentucky and former GOP
Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, attacked Trump again yesterday.

“The administration admits [Israel] dragged us into the Iran war that’s already cost too many American
lives and billions of dollars,” Massie wrote about Rubio’s comments:

Before it’s over, the price of gas, groceries, and virtually everything else is going to go up.
The only winners in �� are defense company shareholders.

The administration admits �� dragged us into the �� war that’s already cost too many
American lives and billions of dollars. Before it’s over, the price of gas, groceries, and
virtually everything else is going to go up. The only winners in �� are defense company
shareholders. https://t.co/MR75j2ytCB

— Thomas Massie (@RepThomasMassie) March 2, 2026

“Make America Great Again was supposed to be America First…”@mtgreene on why parts

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1181905659568283648?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/features/u-s-strikes-iran-in-unconstitutional-attack-breaking-major-trump-campaign-promise-of-no-more-foreign-wars/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/features/u-s-strikes-iran-in-unconstitutional-attack-breaking-major-trump-campaign-promise-of-no-more-foreign-wars/?utm_source=_pdf
https://t.co/MR75j2ytCB
https://twitter.com/RepThomasMassie/status/2028607964219654259?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/mtgreene?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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of MAGA feel abandoned after Trump goes to war with Iran.

Watch below, and subscribe:https://t.co/Y12z2uLeBJ pic.twitter.com/vw4M55cA43

— The Megyn Kelly Show (@MegynKellyShow) March 2, 2026

“Most Americans and it’s being proved in polling that’s coming out, most Americans are completely
against this war,” Taylor Greene told podcaster Megyn Kelly:

Because like you said, the president has made no case for it. We live our ordinary lives, and
we don’t feel threatened by Iran. We don’t walk around thinking that any moment, an
Iranian ballistic missile is going to land on our head. 

Americans, she said, are focused on paycheck to paycheck living, unaffordable health and auto
insurance, and unrepayable credit-card debt and back taxes.

“The president is saying that the Iranian people are all of a sudden going to topple their regime,” Taylor
Greene continued:

Well, I don’t think the Iranian people are going to be toppling their regime when they’re
getting blown apart by the United States and Israel in an unprovoked attack, and yes, it was
unprovoked.

https://t.co/Y12z2uLeBJ
https://t.co/vw4M55cA43
https://twitter.com/MegynKellyShow/status/2028580102456606801?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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