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North Koreans, Unhappy Over U.S-South Korean Military
Drills, Threaten to Call Off Kim-Trump Talk
In a dispatch issued on May 15, the North
Korean state media agency KCNA has
cancelled high-level talks with South Korea
and — more significantly for the United
States — suggested that it is considering
cancelling the summit between leaders Kim
Jong-un and President Trump planned for
June 12. The reason given for these actions
is North Korean discontent with the ongoing
joint military drills (known as “Max
Thunder”) involving South Korea and the
United States.

The annual Max Thunder military exercise began on May 11 and is scheduled to last until May 25. This
year’s drills involve some 100 U.S. and South Korea airplanes, according to South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency.

“We have no choice but to stop the North-South high-level talk scheduled for the 16th under the ugly
circumstances where there is indiscreet North-invading war fuss and fight rampage,” the KCNA
statement said, adding, “The U.S. must contemplate on the fate of the scheduled Korea-U.S. head
meeting with the provocative military situation created with the South Korean government. We will
keep sharp eyes on the U.S. and the South Korean government’s future attitude.”
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Despite the strong rhetoric, the United States has not received any official word from North Korea and
is still planning for the summit to go ahead, State Department spokesperson Heather Nauert said.
“What we have to go on is what Kim Jong Un has said before, that he understands and appreciates the
importance to the United States of having these joint exercises, the Republic of Korea has as well,”
Nauert stated, as quoted by ABC News. “We’ve received no formal or even informal notification of
anything.”

Nauert defended the exercises as “legal,” “planned well, well in advance,” and “not provocative.”

The Washington Times reported that White House Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders said on
May 16 that the Trump administration is still hopeful that meeting between the president and Kim will
still take place. “We’re ready to meet and if it happens, that’s great. And if it doesn’t, we’ll see what
happens,” Sanders said on Fox News.

 Image: Screenshot of Air Force Times photo

Related articles:

Statements From Pompeo Indicate U.S. Offering Carrot, Rather Than Stick, to North Korea

Trump to Meet North Korea’s Kim on June 12 — but Will the Two Agree to Anything of Significance?

Will Kim and Trump Finally End the Korean War?

https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2017/04/17/massive-air-exercise-max-thunder-17-gets-underway-on-korean-peninsula/
https://www.airforcetimes.com/news/your-air-force/2017/04/17/massive-air-exercise-max-thunder-17-gets-underway-on-korean-peninsula/
https://thenewamerican.com/statements-from-pompeo-indicate-u-s-offering-carrot-rather-than-stick-to-north-korea/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/trump-to-meet-north-korea-s-kim-on-june-12-but-will-the-two-agree-to-anything-of-significance/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/will-kim-and-trump-finally-end-the-korean-war/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/warren-mass/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Warren Mass on May 16, 2018

Page 2 of 3

North Korea Not Interested in Diplomacy Until It Has ICBM Capable of Reaching U.S. East Coast

Trump Imposes More Sanctions on North Korea, Calls Kim “Madman”

What Does the U.S.-North Korean War of Words Really Mean?

https://thenewamerican.com/north-korea-not-interested-in-diplomacy-until-it-has-icbm-capable-of-reaching-u-s-east-coast/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/trump-imposes-more-sanctions-on-north-korea-calls-kim-madman/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/what-does-u-s-north-korean-war-of-words-really-mean/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/warren-mass/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Warren Mass on May 16, 2018

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/warren-mass/?utm_source=_pdf

