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Massie Leads Bipartisan Push to Prevent U.S. Intervention
in Iran-Israel War

In a rare display of bipartisanship,
Representatives Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) and
Ro Khanna (D-Calif.) have introduced a
concurrent War Powers Resolution directing
President Trump to withdraw U.S. Armed
Forces from hostilities involving Iran unless
expressly authorized by Congress. The
measure comes in the wake of Operation
Rising Lion — the name given by Israeli
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu for
Israel’s attack on Iranian nuclear facilities

on June 13, which has quickly escalated into ——

a tit-for-tat exchange of missiles between the

two nations. AP Images

Thomas Massie
Massie and Khanna's resolution invokes the

War Powers Resolution of 1973 and asserts
that the president must terminate any
ongoing U.S. military engagement in or
against Iran unless there is a formal
declaration of war or a specific statutory
authorization for the use of force from
Congress, neither of which has occurred as
of the writing of this article. The proposed
legislation explicitly prohibits U.S. hostilities
against Iran’s government or military, while
preserving the president’s authority to
respond to imminent threats and allowing
continued intelligence cooperation where
necessary.

“The Constitution does not permit the executive branch to unilaterally commit an act of war against a
sovereign nation that hasn’t attacked the United States,” said Massie in a press release. “Congress has
the sole power to declare war against Iran. The ongoing war between Israel and Iran is not our war.
Even if it were, Congress must decide such matters according to our Constitution.”

Representative Khanna added, “No president should be able to bypass Congress’s constitutional
authority over matters of war. The American people do not want to be dragged into another disastrous
conflict in the Middle East. I'm proud to lead this bipartisan War Powers Resolution with Rep. Massie to
reassert that any military action against Iran must be authorized by Congress.”

Congress’ Responsibility

The resolution stresses that only “Congress has the sole power to declare war under article 1, section 8,
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clause 11 of the United States Constitution,” further noting that “Congress has not declared war with
respect to, or provided a specific statutory authorization for, hostilities involving United States Armed
Forces against the Islamic Republic of Iran.”

The Massie-Khanna resolution also reinforces the provisions of the War Powers Resolution, which
requires the president to withdraw U.S. forces from unauthorized hostilities upon congressional
directive. According to Section 5(c) of the 1973 War Powers Resolution:

At any time that United States Armed Forces are engaged in hostilities outside the territory
of the United States, its possessions and territories without a declaration of war or specific
statutory authorization, such forces shall be removed by the President if Congress so
directs.

Limited Scope

Additionally, the Massie-Khanna resolution carefully limits its scope. While directing an end to
unauthorized military intervention, it makes it clear that it does not prohibit or restrict the United
States from “defending itself from imminent attack.” Nor does it impede U.S. intelligence gathering and
sharing operations with allies:

Nothing in this joint resolution may be construed to influence or disrupt any intelligence,
counterintelligence, or investigative activities relating to threats in or emanating from Iran
conducted by, or in conjunction with, the United States Government involving —

(1) the collection of intelligence;
(2) the analysis of intelligence; or

(3) the sharing of intelligence between the United States and any coalition partner if the
President determines such sharing is appropriate and in the national security interests of
the United States.

Furthermore, Section 4 of the resolution explicitly states that “nothing in this concurrent resolution
may be construed as authorizing the use of military force.”

The list of original sponsors includes Representatives Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.), Jim McGovern
(D-Mass.), and Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich.). In the Senate, companion legislation has been introduced by
Senator Tim Kaine (D-Va.), who has previously advocated for restoring congressional war powers.

The resolution could, at the very least, force a debate and possibly a vote on the floor of the House of
Representatives within 15 days, regardless of any committee action. Congressman Massie’s resolution
marks a serious legislative effort and opportunity for Congress to reclaim and reassert its constitutional
authority over warmaking decisions. Many MAGA supporters have expressed that a key reason they
voted for President Trump in November 2024 was to keep the United States out of war — whether it be
against Russia over Ukraine or in the Middle East against Iran.

In fact, Trump repeatedly criticized President Barack Obama’s interventionist foreign policy, accusing
him of wanting to start a war with Iran.

On November 29, 2011, Donald Trump tweeted:
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In order to get elected, @BarackObama will start a war with Iran.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 29, 2011

On January 17, 2012, Trump tweeted:

@BarackObama will attack Iran in order to get re-elected.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) January 17, 2012

On October 9, 2012, he tweeted:

Now that Obama’s poll numbers are in tailspin - watch for him to launch a strike in Libya or
Iran. He is desperate.

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) October 9, 2012

On September 16, 2013, he then tweeted:

I predict that President Obama will at some point attack Iran in order to save face!

— Donald ]J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) September 16, 2013

Nine days later, Trump followed up by tweeting:

Remember what I previously said-Obama will someday attack Iran in order to show how
tough he is.

— Donald ]J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) September 25, 2013

And on November 10, 2013, he further tweeted:

Remember that I predicted a long time ago that President Obama will attack Iran because of
his inability to negotiate properly-not skilled!

— Donald J. Trump (@realDonaldTrump) November 11, 2013

What Will Trump Do?

The question remains: Will Trump remain consistent and avoid U.S. involvement in a war against Iran?
Or will he heed the interventionist voices of those calling for war, such as Mark Levin and other
neoconservatives.

As for Massie’s and Khanna's attempt to rein in the president’s ability to drag the country into a new
war, their concurrent resolution represents a critical step in restoring the constitutional boundaries of
American war powers that the Founding Fathers originally intended.

Americans and the current president would do well to heed the advice of the country’s first president
under the Constitution. In his Farewell Address in 1796, President George Washington wrote:

The great rule of conduct for us, in regard to foreign Nations is in extending our commercial
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relations to have with them as little political connection as possible.

Page 4 of 5


https://thenewamerican.com/author/christian-gomez/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by Christian Gomez on June 17, 2025

Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.

Page 5 of 5


https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/christian-gomez/?utm_source=_pdf

