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DOJ Report Details FBI's “Richmond Catholic Memo” That

Targeted “Radical Traditionalist Cathollcs”

In 2023, the FBI under President Joe Biden
attempted to cast so-called radical
traditionalist Catholics as fanatical racists,
antisemites, and possible terrorists.

The politicized agency’s office in Richmond,
Virginia, not only linked a certified kook
with two priests and then investigated those
priests, but also relied on left-wing media
reports and the disgraced Southern Poverty
Law Center to help concoct a cockamamie
theory that the FBI eventually renounced.

Details about the effort appear in the , ,
Department of Justice’s Weaponization FrankyDeMeyer/iStock/Getty Images Plus
Working Group’s 231-page report. The

bureau’s agents suggested that “radical

traditionalist Catholics” were a band of

deranged malcontents who might at any

time stage a nationwide terror campaign.

The latest on the far-left Biden Justice Department comes almost four months after a report that showed
the administration targeted Christians in general for mistreatment and prosecution because they did
not support the administration’s fanatical advocacy for the mass murder of the unborn and genital
mutilation of minors under the guise of “gender-affirming care.”

Page 1 of 9


https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/weaponization-working-group-releases-report-2023-fbi-richmond-field-office-memo-targeted-non
https://thenewamerican.com/us/politics/doj-report-biden-targeted-christians-for-mistreatment-prosecution-over-traditional-beliefs-on-social-issues/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf

llewAmerican

Written by R. Cort Kirkwood on August 31, 2026

% U.S. Department of Justice & X
' @TheJusticeDept - Follow

Weaponizatinn Working Group Releases Report on
2023 FBI Richmond Field Office Memo That Targeted
Non-Mainstream Catholics

This report sheds further light on the targeting and
investigation of non-mainstream Catholics under the
previous administration.

“This Department of Show more

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF IUSTICE

PRESS RELEASE
JUSTICE.GOV

justice.gov
Weaponization Working Group Releases Report on 2023 FBI Richmon...

Today, the Justice Department's Weaponization Working Group i1ssued
a report detailing how, under the previous Administration, the FBl's ...

7:12 AM - Aug 28, 2026 ®

¥ 26K ® Reply 2 Copy link

Read 118 replies

The Priests

Published pursuant to President Donald Trump’s Executive Order 14147, “Ending the Weaponization of
the Federal Government,” the report explains that the probe of “radical traditionalist Catholics” and the
subsequent notorious “Richmond Catholic Memo” opened when the FBI began investigating a convict —
Target 1 — who attended Our Lady of Fatima Chapel, of the Society of St. Pius X. The Vatican recently
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declared the society to be in schism and excommunicated from the Catholic Church, though canon
lawyers have cast serious doubt on the legality and effect of that declaration.

In any event, “during his time in prison, Target 1 continued espousing violent, racial views,” the report
notes:

He wrote to a relative that the “government is evil” and “all that needs to be done is for us
to truly unite in Christ Jesus and make total war against the Satanic occultists Government.”
He vowed to “destroy” “Jews, Liberals, communists, degenerates, Zionists, progressives,
capitalists, globalists, and green-party PETA-type environmentalists.”

Thus did FBI contact “Priest 1” to inquire about Target 1, the report continues:

He said he knew Target 1 through the church — though not well — and that, to Priest 1’s
knowledge, Target 1 was not a member of the church, was not Catholic, and had never been
to Confession. Priest 1 knew Target 1 attended 3-4 catechism classes but said that Target
1’s “stance on things definitely need[ed] to be modified before he c[ould] join the church.”
Priest 1 also stated that Target 1 had “crazy views about race” and war and was a white
supremacist. When asked if Target 1 “ever discussed committing violence,” the FBI report
recounts that Priest 1 “seemed to become nervous and began stumbling on his words,” and
asked “if he could talk to the leadership of the church and/or a lawyer before speaking
further.”

The bureau also investigated Priest 1’s uncle, “Priest 2,” for that cleric’s supposed radical connections.
Federal agents hounded that priest in his international travels.

The bureau had opened “Guardian” files on the two, but then closed them because the priests had done
nothing wrong.

“Radical Traditionalist Catholics”

At the same time, the Richmond field office was developing its theory that “radical traditionalist
Catholics” (RTCs) were a national security threat. That kookery is summarized in the notorious
Richmond Catholic Memo.

“The thesis of the Richmond Catholic Memo ... linked the ‘interest of racially or ethnically motivated
violent extremists’ to ‘radical-traditionalist’ Catholic ideology,” the report notes.
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On Earth as it is in Heaven

Integralism

“Error non habet ius.”
“Error has no rights.”

+ Belief in the creation of a totalitarian, anti-pluralist Catholic nation, a “confessional state”
Rejection of religious neutrality and right to religious freedom
* Subordination of the state to Cathaolic principles

+ Comparable to Islamist ideology
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The Second Vatican
Council
1962-1965

* Called into session by Pope John
XXIIl, ended by Pope Paul Vi

» Focused on updating the church
for the modern world

» Changes to worship, ecumenism,
theology, and laity

« Opposed by traditionalists, led to
schism

_ i
Secend Vatican Council in Session

“To support the Memo then, FBI needed to define the term ‘radical traditionalist Catholic,’” which it did
in a footnote:

RTCs are typically characterized by the rejection of the Second Vatican Council (Vatican II)
as a valid church council; disdain for most of the popes elected since Vatican II, particularly
Pope Francis and Pope John Paul II; and frequent adherence to anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant,
anti-LGBTQ, and white supremacist ideology. Radical-traditionalist Catholics compose a
small minority of overall Roman Catholic adherents and are separate and distinct from
“traditionalist Catholics” who prefer the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican II teachings
and traditions, but without the more extremist ideological beliefs and violent rhetoric.
Vatican II took place from 1962-1965 and essentially shaped the modern Roman Rite
Catholic Church. It was intended to help the church respond to global cultural changes in
the aftermath of World War II and resulted in significant reforms to the liturgy, attitudes
toward non-Christian religions, roles and responsibilities of the laity, views on religious
freedom, etc.

Thus did the bureau waste time creating a presentation called “Traditionalist Catholicism Overview”
that “makes broad generalizations about so-called ‘“Traditionalist Catholics’ and provides a window into
how the Richmond Field Office differentiated ‘radical traditionalist Catholics’ that the office believed
posed national security threats from others,” the report says:
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The differentiation involved mostly doctrinal disputes, including changes made by the
Second Vatican Council.

The memo also targeted “multiple chapels and a seminary” near Richmond to apprise them of “the
warning signs of radicalization and enlist their assistance to serve as suspicious activity tripwires.”

Core Concepts

« Traditional Latin Mass (AKA
Tridentine Rite), practices

« Conservative family values/roles
* Rejection of modernity
= “Discontinuity and Disrupture”

« Tendency toward isolationism

e o

Traditional Latin Mass (TLM)
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Key Facts

+ International fraternity of
traditionalist Catholic priests
founded in 1970 by French
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre

» Named after Pope Pius X, who
rejected "modernism"”

* Formally separated from main
Catholic Church in 1988

1135 clergy/religious working in
72 countries, membership
estimated at ~1 million

Pope 5t. Pius X

FBI Sources

Also included in the report is an appendix titled “Southern Poverty Law Center-Defined Hate Groups in
the United States.” Those groups include Culture Wars magazine and its Fidelity Press; The Remnant, a
venerable traditionalist Catholic newspaper; and other organizations.

The FBI also used the far-left Salon website and equally far-left Atlantic magazine as sources for some
of its claims, the report observes. “For example, citing Salon articles, [the Richmond Catholic Memo]
pointed to ‘increasing collaboration” between a ‘far-right Catholic media outlet’ and the political
“groyper” movement,” and, citing an Atlantic article, referenced ‘increase[d] hostility toward abortion-
rights advocates on social media sites in the run-up to and aftermath of’ the overruling of Roe v. Wade.”
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FBIINTERNAL USE ONLY — DO NOT DISSEMINATE EXTERNALLY

[l Appendix D: Southern Poverty Law Center-Defined RTC Hate Groups in
the United States

-TDIIUWing are the nine RTC hate groups operating in the United States in 2021 as defined by
the Southem Policy Law Center, {followed by the location of their organizational headquarters.

- Catholic A pologetics Intermnational {(Greencastle, Pennsylvania)

Catholic Family News/Catholic Family Ministries, Inc. (Niagara Falls, New York)

. Christ or Chaos (Corsicana, Texas)
0] Culture Wars/Fidelity Press (South Bend. Indiana)
] The Fatima Crusader/Intemational Fatima Rosary Crusade (Buftalo. New York)
. In the Spirit of Chartres Committee (Glenelg, Maryland)
. The Remnant/The Remnant Press (Forest Lake, Minnesota)
. Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (Town of Richmond, New Hampshire)
. Tradition in Action (Los Angeles, California)
S owrcel W absite | Spaathern Poverty Law Center | ¥ Radical Troditional Cathed icism”™

-".‘.'.',':u Saw |w.'ip."n‘r.’-n-'c-r.-:.r_i';ffr_r;‘f-' -".l:ga'.‘.'.'.I'r."-"'r.’.’\'r-"n’mf.'-.'-,.‘.ﬂ"a’.l"-".r!'éc,lu"r'jp Yradical-trad itional-catholicism | Aceessed on 12
December 2022

A federal grand jury recently indicted the SPLC and a top former official on charges of wire fraud,
making false statements, and money laundering in connection with funding the very hate groups it
claims to fight.

After the anti-Catholic memo leaked to the public, an internal probe found that those who conducted
the investigation lacked “professional judgment and failed to adhere to FBI standards.”

Those involved were supposed to “be admonished,” and the FBI “terminated from their positions” those
involved in creating the memo.

The report is 21 pages of text and 210 pages of exhibits.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.
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