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Court Rules Against Virginia Governor Youngkin’s Mask
Freedom Order
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At the same time that Loudoun County
parents sued the local school board for
ignoring Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin’s
executive order allowing parents the
freedom to unmask their children, seven
other school boards were suing Youngkin
over the same issue.

On Friday, the Circuit Court of Arlington
County, Virginia, ruled against Youngkin and
his “mask freedom” order.

At issue is the apparent contradiction
caused by Virginia’s General Assembly.
First, it issued an order to all school boards
in the state to “provide such in-person
instruction in a manner [designed] to reduce
the transmission of COVID-19 that had been
provided by the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention [CDC].”

It also granted governors temporary powers to react to emergencies. Then-Governor Ralph Northam
used those powers to issue executive orders mandating all teachers and students to be masked at all
times. Under the same powers, current Governor Glenn Youngkin repealed Northam’s order, allowing
parents to decide what’s best for their children attending school.

The boards argued that if Youngkin’s order “is enforced, [and] the universal masking policy is
undermined … they would be unable to enforce the universal masking policy” required by CDC
guidelines.

Youngkin, on the other hand, asserted that those school boards “are not allowing parents to choose
whether to send their children to school without a mask.”

Circuit Court Judge Louise DeMatteo put both the General Assembly’s rule and Youngkin’s order “on
equal footing” and then decided in favor of the General Assembly, negating (for the moment) Youngkin’s
order.

She wrote:

While the General Assembly has granted the Governor significant and sweeping general
powers to address an emergency … it does not follow that the Governor, even in an
emergency, can direct the School Boards to ignore the General Assembly’s deference to
CDC guidance….

School Boards will likely succeed on the merits of their claim that [Youngkin’s executive
order] is contrary to the clear language of [the General Assembly’s rule]….
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[Therefore] the Court concludes that the School Boards’ Motion for a Temporary
Restraining Order with regard to optional masking of children should be granted.

Youngkin’s office has stated it will appeal her ruling immediately. Her ruling doesn’t impact the
parents’ lawsuit in Loudoun County, which is proceeding on its own through the courts.

Other factors are in play as well. Time is running out for those school boards, as more and more
evidence is being reported, even by the CDC itself, that masking is ineffective, and that young students
are the least likely to catch the virus. As parents learn that the issue is essentially a local one, they are
likely to continue to make their complaints against current school-board masking policies heard loud
and clear.

Ultimately, school-board elections will resolve the issue, making such rulings as the one issued on
Friday irrelevant.

Related article:

Top Virginia Officials Join Parents in Suing Loudoun School

https://thenewamerican.com/top-virginia-officials-join-parents-in-suing-loudoun-school/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/bob-adelmann/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Bob Adelmann on February 7, 2022

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/bob-adelmann/?utm_source=_pdf

