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Military Drill Identifying “Hostile” U.S. States Sparks
Alarm
A massive U.S. military drill dubbed “Jade
Helm 15” lists Texas, Utah, and part of
California as “hostile” or “insurgent pocket”
territory. The unclassified information about
this drill is causing widespread alarm
nationwide, with more than a few analysts
suggesting it may be some sort of exercise
practicing to impose martial law on
Americans fed up with an out-of-control
federal government. During the exercises,
which will take place over the summer,
Special Forces from various branches of the
military will work with local law-
enforcement in scenarios that, to critics at
least, sound suspiciously like they are aimed
at subduing rebellious American civilians
and states amid a civil war or large-scale
unrest. The federal government issued a
response dismissing the concerns and saying
that the training is to help U.S. forces
prepare for overseas missions, but not
everyone is convinced.

The most alarming components of the drills highlighted by concerned citizens and media commentators
surround an unclassified presentation about Jade Helm 15’s “realistic military training” that was
apparently leaked. In a graphic showing the territory across which the training will take place —
essentially the American Southwest — different states are colored based on the fictional status of their
loyalty to Washington. Colorado, Nevada, and most of California, for example, are dark blue, indicating
that they are “permissive.” Utah and Texas are both shaded red, indicating that they are “hostile.”
Southern California is also red, with a note reading “insurgent pocket.” Arizona is light blue, which in
the legend is listed as “uncertain (leaning friendly),” while New Mexico is brown, or “uncertain (leaning
hostile).” Two more states, Florida and Louisiana, have reportedly been added to the exercise.

 
According to the presentation, the eight-week training program involves Navy SEALs, Army Special
Forces Command (Green Berets), Air Force Special Operations Command, Marine Special Operations
Command, Marine Expeditionary Units, the 82nd Airborne Division, and unspecified “interagency
partners.” Underneath the logo for the Jade Helm drills, a sword with two arrows crossing it, it reads:
“Master the Human Domain.” What exactly that means was not clear, but at least some critics of the
exercise have suggested it may be a euphemism for subjugating the population of the United States.
Indeed, as other analysts have noted, citing available information, the drill almost certainly has nothing
to do with defending the Southern border from invasion. The few details that have been provided,
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though, are causing concern among analysts.  

On a slide explaining “what to expect” during the two-month training program for “unconventional
warfare,” the document warns of “increased aircraft in the area at night,” possible noise complaints,
personnel carrying weapons with blank ammo, and more. Especially alarming to critics of the program
is that “some individuals may conduct suspicious activities designed to prepare them for complex
environments overseas,” and that “some participants will be wearing civilian attire and driving civilian
vehicles.” Separately, a slide describing what “realistic military training” means has also raised alarm.
The document mentions that it will be conducted “outside of federally owned property” and that it is
designed to “ensure proper coordination between DOD representatives and local and regional
authorities.” News reports citing military officials said the DEA, FBI, and the “Joint Personnel Recovery
Agency” (JPRA) would also be participating.  

Citing other recently leaked U.S. military documents such as “FM 3-39.40 Internment and Resettlement
Operations” about interning American civilians in camps, using “psyops” (psychological operations) on
those detainees to affect their views, and more, David Hodges with the Common Sense Show said the
drill is “undoubtedly the most frightening thing to occur on American soil since the Civil War.” In a
widely re-published article about the training program, he said it could be “conclusively stated” that the
drill was really about “preparing for a Red, White and Blue invasion.” “This is a massive rehearsal for
martial law implementation as well as implementing the proverbial and much rumored Red and Blue
List and the ‘snatch and grab’ extractions of key resistance figures from the Independent Media as well
as uncooperative political figures,” Hodges added. “The various provisions of Jade Helm make it clear
just how dangerous this drill truly is.”  

Responding to widely expressed concerns that the scheme is “preparation for imposing martial law or
subduing right-leaning groups and individuals,” as the military publication Stars and Stripes put it, U.S.
Army Special Operations Command denied the accusation. “That notion was proposed by a few
individuals who are unfamiliar with how and why USASOC conducts training exercises,” USASOC
spokesman Army Lt. Col. Mark Lastoria was quoted as saying. “This exercise is routine training to
maintain a high level of readiness for Army Special Operations Forces because they must be ready to
support potential missions anywhere in the world on a moment’s notice.” He re-iterated those
comments in other interviews as well. Despite being referred to as “routine,” it was not clear whether
any similar drill identifying U.S. states as “hostile” had ever taken place — except perhaps amid the
Civil War.

In comments quoted by the Houston Chronicle, which made its bias obvious in the first sentence by
claiming that the drills had “stirred some ultra-right-wing fears of a government takeover in the Lone
Star State,” local law enforcement officials also shed some light on what to expect. “They’re going to set
up cells of people and test how well they’re able to move around without getting too noticed in the
community,” Chief Deputy Roy Boyd with the Victoria County Sheriff’s Office was quoted as saying by
the paper. “They’re testing their abilities to basically blend in with the local environment and not stand
out and blow their cover.” A former Army Intelligence officer was also quoted downplaying fears about
the drill and suggesting that it was largely routine training. 

Separately, the Chronicle attempted to belittle concerns expressed by critics about the program.
National radio host Alex Jones, for example — whose audience dwarfs the readership and listenership of
many “mainstream” outlets, including the Chronicle — was introduced as part of the “far-right fringe”
movement. Jones’ radio show and online portal Infowars played a key role in raising awareness about
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the drills under the headline “Feds Preparing to Invade Texas, List State as Hostile.” The supposed
“journalist” at the Chronicle, apparently unable to contain himself or conceal his extreme bias, went on
to describe the website Freedom Outpost, which also raised concerns about the drill and suggested it
was practice for domestic martial law, as “ultra-libertarian.”

While local authorities quoted in news reports were aware of the programs and vowed to work with the
community to prevent panic or paranoia, it would not be the first time that the Pentagon has alarmed
U.S. civilians with its drills. In 2013, a series of “urban warfare” military exercises in major cities
including Miami and Houston involving gun fire and black helicopters terrified locals who were
unaware of what was going on. As The New American has also reported in recent years, under the
Obama administration, military authorities have taken the unprecedented step of bringing troops from
Communist China and Russia to do “training drills” with American forces. Other foreign militaries,
primarily European, have for decades been practicing citizen disarmament and other drills on U.S. soil,
as documented on video by Alex Jones.

Considering the fact that two-thirds of the American people in polls say the federal government is “out
of control” and a “threat” to liberty, it is hardly surprising that many citizens do not trust the Obama
administration when it performs military drills with law enforcement that it has been militarizing and
attempting to nationalize — especially while identifying conservative states as “hostile” enemies.
Obama’s invitation of foreign troops loyal to hostile regimes for military training drills in the United
States certainly did not help matters. Nor does the fact that the current commander in chief began his
political career in the living room of communist terrorist leader Bill Ayers — a man whose terror spree
was backed by the Soviet puppet regime of Fidel Castro when it bombed the Pentagon and murdered
police officers. Ayers’ terror group, the Weather Underground, planned to exterminate 25 million
Americans in camps across the Southwest after taking over, according to FBI agent Larry Grathwohl
who infiltrated the organization. “They were dead serious,” Grathwohl said in an video-taped interview.

Of course, the federal government’s recent behavior — ranging from Homeland Security stockpiling
massive amounts of hollow-point ammunition to the multiple agencies producing propaganda
demonizing U.S. military veterans, Christians, and Americans with mainstream political views as
potential terrorists — is also unlikely to inspire trust. In fact, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia
warned just last year that “you are kidding yourself” if you do not think mass internment of U.S.
citizens, as happened with Japanese-Americans during World War II, would eventually return to this
country.  

Jade Helm drill may well just be nothing more than training U.S. forces for “overseas missions,” as
officials claim. However, considering the known details of the exercise and the accelerating anti-
constitutional lawlessness of the federal government, it is hardly unreasonable to express concerns. In
fact, anybody who is not concerned by the current state of U.S. affairs is simply not paying attention.

 

Alex Newman is a correspondent for The New American, covering economics, education, politics, and
more. Follow him on Twitter @ALEXNEWMAN_JOU. He can be reached at
anewman@thenewamerican.com
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