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A Legacy of Violations of the U.S. Bill of Rights,
Hyperlinked
The U.S. Bill of Rights is nothing more than
a list of powers denied to the U.S federal
government by the American people. And by
the provisions of the “due process” and
“equal protection” provisions of the 14th
amendment to the U.S. Constitution, these
prohibitions apply to states and local
governments as well. The 14th amendment
says, in part: “No state shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the
United States.” 

Nevertheless, every part of the prohibitions listed in the U.S. Bill of Rights has been violated by the
federal or state governments at one time or another in American history. Below is the text of each
prohibition listed in the Bill of Rights, followed by one or more links to present or historical violations.

British Parliamentarian William Pitt the Younger said in a November 18, 1783 speech in the House of
Commons: 

Was it not necessity that which had always been the plea of every illegal exertion of power or
exercise of oppression? Was not necessity the pretense of every usurpation? Necessity was the plea
for every infringement of human freedom. It was the argument of tyrants; it was the creed of
slaves.

The violations listed below — while by no means an exhaustive list — are an indication that the Bill of
Rights has been under occasional attack using the guise of “necessity” throughout American history,
especially during the nation’s times of war and national crisis. And the links also demonstrate that
despite the unquestioned American military supremacy over any combination of foreign nations today,
the Bill of Rights faces more threat today under manufactured “necessity” than ever before. 

 

Amendment I

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof;”

1838: Missouri Mormon Extermination Order

1844: Philadelphia Bible Riots

2006: Massachusetts Catholics Charities and Adoption

2011: Spying on Muslims

2013: ObamaCare birth control mandate

 

http://books.google.com/books?id=KPI9AAAAcAAJ&amp;pg=PA89&amp;lpg=PA89&amp;dq=william+pitt+speech+in+the+house+of+commons+18+November,+1783&amp;source=bl&amp;ots=gvMCDjZwFn&amp;sig=z7JaHYBbh_kl6IeDuV6UTd7sErw&amp;hl=en&amp;sa=X&amp;ei=ZyINU4qRMsfG0wGxs4D4AQ&amp;ved=0CDoQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&amp;q=%20slaves%20&amp;f=false
http://www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/findingaids/miscMormRecs/eo/18381027_ExtermOrder.pdf
http://exhibits.library.villanova.edu/chaos-in-the-streets-the-philadelphia-riots-of-1844
http://www.catholicculture.org/news/features/index.cfm?recnum=42906
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/02/22/AR2011022206987.html
http://www.catholicleague.org/obamacare-vs-catholic-church-2/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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“or abridging the freedom of speech,”

1863: Clement Vallandigham

1918: Eugene Debs

2013: Yakima, Washington

 

“or of the press;”

1861-65: Lincoln censorship

1798: Sedition Act

1798: Cooper/Callender/Lyon prosecutions

1918: Sedition Act 

1919: Charles Schenck

2013: Surveillance of journalists

 

“or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,”

1866: Civil Rights marchers New Orleans

1950s-60s: CoIntelpro

1965: Civil rights marchers Selma

2004: Free speech zones

2011: Disbursement of Occupy Protesters

 

“and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

1836-44: Slavery gag rule

1907: Tilman Act

2002: McCain-Feingold law

 

Amendment II

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

1934: National Firearms Act

1968: Gun Control Act

1993: Brady Act

2005: Gun confiscation Hurricane Katrina

2014: Background checks

http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=search&amp;court=US&amp;case=/us/68/243.html
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1901-1939/1918/1918_714
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020319712_apwapolicefreespeech1stldwritethru.html
http://archive.lewrockwell.com/dilorenzo/dilorenzo39.html
http://www.constitution.org/rf/sedition_1798.htm
http://www.fjc.gov/history/docs/seditionacts.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/wilson/filmmore/fm_act.html
http://foxnewsinsider.com/2013/05/22/new-info-doj-monitored-30-phone-lines-including-james-rosens-parents
http://www.blackpast.org/aah/new-orleans-massacre-1866
http://vault.fbi.gov/cointel-pro
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/03/07/march-7-1965-civil-rights-marchers-attacked-in-selma/
http://www.cnn.com/2004/LAW/08/04/hilden.freespeech/
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2011/12/occupy_protesters_sue_over_fre.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/treasures_of_congress/text/page10_text.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tillman_Act_of_1907
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bipartisan_Campaign_Reform_Act
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/history-of-gun-control-legislation/2012/12/22/80c8d624-4ad3-11e2-9a42-d1ce6d0ed278_story.html
http://www.keepandbeararms.com/laws/gca68.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-103hr1025enr/pdf/BILLS-103hr1025enr.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCCp2Jl3luc
http://www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/nics/nics
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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2014: Federal gun laws 

2014: California laws

2014: Connecticut laws

 

Amendment III

“No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.”

1812-14: War of 1812

1861-65: Civil War

1941-45: Aleutian Islands during WWII

1979: Engblom v. Carey

2013: Henderson, Nevada

 

Amendment IV

“The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.”

1919-20: Palmer Raids

1861-65: Lincoln wiretapping

1950s-60s: CoIntelpro

1950s-60s: MK-Ultra

1970s: NSA

2004-Present: FBI National Security Letters 

2014: NSA

 

Amendment V

“No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment
or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when
in actual service in time of War or public danger;”

2002-05: Jose Padilla

2004: Yaser el-Hamdi

 

“nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb;”

2000-present: Stalking cases

http://smartgunlaws.org/key-federal-acts-regulating-guns/
http://www.nraila.org/gun-laws/state-laws/connecticut.aspx
http://georgetownlawjournal.org/files/pdf/97-2/Dugan.PDF
http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1624&amp;context=wmborj
http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1624&amp;context=wmborj
http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1624&amp;context=wmborj
http://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1624&amp;context=wmborj
http://www.courthousenews.com/2013/07/03/59061.htm
http://debs.indstate.edu/n277t6_1920.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/06/opinion/lincolns-surveillance-state.html?_r=0
http://vault.fbi.gov/cointel-pro
https://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/Project_MKULTRA.html
http://www.informationliberation.com/test.php?id=4834
https://www.aclu.org/national-security/aclu-analysis-and-recommendations-justice-department-oig-report-misuse-national-se
http://www.theguardian.com/world/the-nsa-files
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/03-1027.ZS.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&amp;vol=000&amp;invol=03-6696
http://www.victimsofcrime.org/our-programs/stalking-resource-center/stalking-laws/stalking-case-summaries/double-jeopardy
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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“nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself,”

1982: Stanley Wrice

2004: Al-Nashiri

2008: Mohammed Jawad

2009: Fouad Al-Rabiah

2011: Binyam Mohamed

 

“nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law;”

1814: Andrew Jackson suspends Habeas Corpus

1861-65: Lincoln suspends Habeas Corpus

1863: Ex Parte Vallandigham

1945-47: Habeas Corpus suspended in Eisentranger case

2002-04: Murat Kurnaz denied Habeas Corpus

 

“nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.”

2011: Sacketts v. EPA

2014: Civil forfeiture laws

 

Amendment VI

“In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall
have been previously ascertained by law,”

1857: Dred Scott

1863: Ex Parte Vallandigham

1942: Ex Parte Quirin

2005-07: Jose Padilla

2006: Military Commissions Act

2011-present: NDAA

 

“and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,”

2002: Rasul v. Bush

2002-07: Military Commissions  

http://guardianlv.com/2013/12/torture-by-police-forced-guilty-confession-chicago-man-finally-released/
http://web.archive.org/web/20130702105026/http://www.commondreams.org/archive/2007/03/31/220
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/topstories/2008-10-28-438389687_x.htm
http://www.cnn.com/2011/10/28/world/meast/guantanamo-former-detainees/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/apr/25/guantanamo-files-binyam-mohamed-torture
http://www.amazon.com/Andrew-Jackson-Politics-Martial-Law/dp/1572336242
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/president-lincoln-suspends-the-writ-of-habeas-corpus-during-the-civil-war
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=search&amp;court=US&amp;case=/us/68/243.html
http://www.lawfareblog.com/wiki/the-lawfare-wiki-document-library/world-war-ii-era-materials/world-war-ii-era-materials-court-cases/johnson-v-eisentrager/#.Uwvr4fldWSo
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/ex-terror-detainee-says-us-tortured-him/
http://reason.com/archives/2011/12/15/the-epa-vs-the-constitution
http://reason.com/archives/2011/12/15/the-epa-vs-the-constitution
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2013/08/12/130812fa_fact_stillman?currentPage=all
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4h2933.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?navby=search&amp;court=US&amp;case=/us/68/243.html
http://www.oyez.org/cases/1940-1949/1941/1941_1_ORIG
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/2037444.stm
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/109/s3930
https://www.aclu.org/national-security/president-obama-signs-indefinite-detention-bill-law
http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/past-cases/rasul-bush
http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/past-cases/rasul-bush
http://www.hastingsconlawquarterly.org/archives/V33/I1/Smith.pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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2013: al-Nashiri case

 

“and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.”

2002-05: Jose Padilla

2004: Yaser el-Hamdi

2012: Guantanamo and Obama

 

Amendment VII

“In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial
by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.”

1996: EPA v. Condor Land

2008: Texas Tolls

2012: Entin v. Provident Life 

2013: Baldauf v. Florida DOR

2013: Chevron v. Donziger

 

Amendment VIII

“Excessive bail shall not be required,”

2004: Robert Durst

2004-08: Michigan judge

2012: Activist bail

 

“nor excessive fines imposed,”

2012: EPA fines

2013: FERC fines

 

“nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.”

2002: Khalid El-Masri

2002-03: Maher Arar

2002-05: Murat Kurnaz

2003: Omar Deghayes

2003-05: Waterboarding

2003-07: Binyam Muhammad

http://truth-out.org/news/item/17058-guantanamo-prisoner-al-nashiris-case-demonstrates-unfairness-of-military-commissions
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/03-1027.ZS.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=US&amp;vol=000&amp;invol=03-6696
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/17/opinion/the-right-to-counsel-at-guantanamo-bay.html
http://www.epa.gov/oalj/orders/120596.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/oalj/orders/120596.pdf
http://popblogculture.blogspot.com/2008/05/how-toll-authorities-violate-7th.html
http://zalma.com/blog/right-to-jury-trial-in-declaratory-relief-action/
http://zalma.com/blog/right-to-jury-trial-in-declaratory-relief-action/
http://zalma.com/blog/right-to-jury-trial-in-declaratory-relief-action/
http://watchdogwire.com/florida/2013/10/14/florida-cites-english-common-law-to-deny-small-businessman-right-to-trial-by-jury/
http://watchdogwire.com/florida/2013/10/14/florida-cites-english-common-law-to-deny-small-businessman-right-to-trial-by-jury/
http://www.cnn.com/2004/LAW/08/26/durst.ctv/
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/judge_censured_for_excessive_bail_severe_attitude/
http://www.greenisthenewred.com/blog/dnc-activist-kept-in-jail-terrorism-watch-list/6329/
http://cnsnews.com/news/article/epa-levies-438000-fines-and-mandatory-environmental-projects-school-bus-contractor
http://www.law360.com/articles/406804/how-ferc-s-proposed-penalties-may-violate-8th-amendment
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/closeread/2012/12/khaled-el-masri-torturing-the-wrong-man.html
http://www.democracynow.org/2011/6/13/maher_arar_my_rendition_torture_in
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/ex-terror-detainee-says-us-tortured-him/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHxwG5L7JPU
http://www.cnn.com/2010/POLITICS/11/05/bush.book/
http://www.andyworthington.co.uk/2009/03/08/seven-years-of-torture-binyam-mohamed-tells-his-story/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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2012: Abu Omar

 

Amendment IX

“The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.”

2010-present: Right to anonymous political speech

2014: Freedom not to associate

2014: Right to know government actions

2014: Freedom from identity cards

 

Amendment X

“The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”

2014: Unconstitutional federal agencies

2014 Unconstitutional federal agencies (list 2)

http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/italys-high-court-upholds-convictions-of-23-americans-in-abu-omar-rendition/2012/09/19/af06022c-0286-11e2-91e7-2962c74e7738_story.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/danielfisher/2011/03/01/supreme-court-rules-corporations-dont-have-privacy-under-foia/
http://naturalrightslibertarian.com/2013/09/fredom-of-association-denied/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/11/foia-request_n_2851980.html
http://epic.org/privacy/id_cards/
http://heritageaction.com/2011/11/issue-profile-unconstitutional-federal-agencies/
http://douglassbartley.wordpress.com/2012/04/05/how-to-fix-the-debt-ceiling-mess-a-list-of-unconstitutional-federal-agencies/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/thomas-r-eddlem/?utm_source=_pdf
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