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The DNA Train Has Left the Station
The bills in question are known as the
Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act and the
Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act
(GINA). GINA, which had been under
discussion in one form or another since
1995, passed by a vote of 420 to 3 in the
House and 95 to 0 in the Senate. Apparently,
it gained some momentum in the 13 years it
had been around.

The Newborn Screening Saves Lives Act was
passed by voice vote in both the House and
Senate. The Newborn Screening Act, among
other things, essentially creates a
nationwide database of infant DNA, and
effectively precludes any parent from opting
out of the program. GINA prohibits any non-
governmental entity (read: insurance
company) from using this now-mandatory
information for what could quite factually be
called “screening” for genetic defects. The
most striking irony might be how one bill
effectively seeks to limit the possible
negative effects of the other. In effect, one
law generates the data while a second law
seeks to protect the public from its use. In
an upcoming feature, THE NEW AMERICAN
will examine this interaction fully.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.
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