
Written by Warren Mass on October 30, 2019

Page 1 of 4

Big-spending Senators Vote Down Rand Paul Spending Cut
On October 28, the Senate voted down an
amendment by Senator Rand Paul (R-Ky.;
shown) that would have reduced spending
federal government, by a vote of 24-67.

The amendment would have reduced the
amounts appropriated for multiple
departments in a fiscal 2020 domestic
spending package by two percent compared
to fiscal year 2019 spending levels. The
departments included Commerce, Justice,
Science, Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, Interior,
Environment, Military Construction,
Veterans Affairs, Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development.

The amendment was supported by the Club for Growth, which stated on its “Key Vote Alert” prior to the
vote:

Club for Growth supports Senator Rand Paul’s amendment that would reduce FY2020
appropriations for H.R.3055 by 2 percent and urges all Senators to vote YES on it….

The National Debt exceeds $22 trillion and the federal government is incurring over $1 trillion in
annual deficits for FY2020 and beyond. Congress needs a plan to balance the federal budget and
reign in spending. This amendment would begin to put federal spending on a path to balance by
cutting two percent in spending for FY2020 from the FY2019 enacted level.

Senator Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), the ranking member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, said on the
Senate floor before the vote that his colleagues should reject the bill.

“[Paul’s] amendment will slash spending below the bipartisan budget act that we all negotiated,” Leahy
said.

No Democrats voted for the amendment. And although 24 Republicans voted for it, 25 voted no,
including Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) and Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-N.C.).

Four 2020 candidates — Sens. Kamala Harris (D-Calif.), Cory Booker (D-N.J.), Elizabeth Warren (D-
Mass.), and Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) — missed the vote, presumably because they were away
campaigning.

The 25 Republicans who voted against Paul’s amendment, taken from the Senate roll call, were:

Alexander (R-TN)

Blunt (R-MO)

Boozman (R-AR)

Burr (R-NC)
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Capito (R-WV)

Collins (R-ME)

Cotton (R-AR)

Cramer (R-ND)

Gardner (R-CO)

Graham (R-SC)

Hawley (R-MO)

Hoeven (R-ND)

Hyde-Smith (R-MS)

McConnell (R-KY)

McSally (R-AZ)

Moran (R-KS)

Murkowski (R-AK)

Portman (R-OH)

Roberts (R-KS)

Rounds (R-SD)

Scott (R-FL)

Shelby (R-AL)

Thune (R-SD)

Wicker (R-MS)

Young (R-IN)

Young (R-IN)

This was not the first time that many fellow Republicans abandoned Paul in his efforts to bring fiscal
sanity to our nation’s budget. We reported in May 2018 that the Senate had voted to reject legislation
Paul introduced that would have balanced the budget in five years and cut spending by roughly $13
trillion over 10 years.

On that vote, only 20 Republicans joined Paul in voting for his proposal, known as the “penny plan.”
Twenty-nine Republicans joined 47 Democrats in rejecting the measure.

“Republicans say they are for balancing a budget so today’s a litmus test. If your senator has been
saying they’re for a balanced budget, they ought to vote for it,” Paul said on Fox News before the vote.

“When the Republican Party is out of power, they are a conservative party. The problem is that when
the Republican Party is in power, there is no conservative party.”

Photo of Sen. Ran Paul: AP Images 

Warren Mass has served The New American since its launch in 1985 in several capacities, including
marketing, editing, and writing. Since retiring from the staff several years ago, he has been a regular
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contributor to the magazine. Warren writes from Texas and can be reached at
wmass@thenewamerican.com.

Related article:

29 Republicans Join Democrats to Reject Rand Paul’s Plan to Balance Budget
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
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