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Texas and Florida Crack Down on H-1B Use at State
Agencies
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The two largest Republican-controlled
states, Texas and Florida, have announced
efforts to crack down on H-1B visa use at
their respective state universities.

On Tuesday, January 27, Texas Governor
Greg Abbott ordered that state agencies
freeze new H-1B visas and report on their
prior use of the federally issued visa. The
Texas Tribune reports:

Under the directive, public universities
and state agencies may not initiate or
file new H-1B visa petitions without
written permission from the Texas
Workforce Commission through the
end of the next legislative session on
May 31, 2027.

Abbott also ordered agencies and
higher education institutions to submit
detailed reports to the commission,
including the number of new or
renewed H-1B visa petitions filed in
2025, the number of H-1B visa holders
currently sponsored, job titles,
countries of origin and visa expiration
dates. He also directed agencies and
universities to provide documentation
showing they made an effort to give
qualified Texans a reasonable
opportunity to apply for positions filled
by H-1B visa holders.

“State government must lead by
example and ensure that employment
opportunities — particularly those
funded with taxpayer dollars — are
filled by Texans first,” Abbott said.

Meanwhile, Florida is expected to ban its public universities from using H-1B visas to hire faculty. On
Thursday, January 29, the Florida Board of Governors, which oversees the public-university
system, approved a proposal that Governor Ron DeSantis ordered late last year.

https://www.texastribune.org/2026/01/26/texas-greg-abbott-h1b-visa-schools-universities/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flbog.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F01%2FProposed-amendments-to-1.001-.pdf&amp;data=05%7C02%7Clstanley%40thenewamerican.com%7Cd30a4a5e8eaf4e63d8f808de6264b161%7C4e853fd1cff34ed5a9b82e00cc49919c%7C0%7C0%7C639056381782341680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=8B04sXYknmdhBXaAOC76%2FHDoKhiwPiKDwrIpFPoJD7g%3D&amp;reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flgov.com%2Feog%2Fnews%2Fpress%2F2025%2Fgovernor-ron-desantis-directs-florida-board-governors-crack-down-h-1b-visa-abuse&amp;data=05%7C02%7Clstanley%40thenewamerican.com%7Cd30a4a5e8eaf4e63d8f808de6264b161%7C4e853fd1cff34ed5a9b82e00cc49919c%7C0%7C0%7C639056381782366081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&amp;sdata=g0skVegMFOy6HIMcPrED2MX5wDsvbF3qZsQQqPDUGR8%3D&amp;reserved=0
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As the Orlando Sentinel explained prior to Thursday’s vote:

The board is to vote on a proposed one-year ban on hiring faculty who would use the H-1B
visa to work in the United States. If approved, the proposed new rule would be put out for
two weeks of public comment and then the board could finalize it at a later meeting.

The ban would apply only to new hires, and does not affect H-1B visa holders already
working at state universities.

These actions demonstrate that states play a key role in stopping mass migration — both legal and
illegal — and much of that role simply involves preventing migrants from accessing government
benefits, programs, or (as in these instances) employment.

Despite Texas’ and Florida’s actions, these states — and the remaining 48 states — can and must do
much more to counter mass migration, including by reasserting their sovereign authority over
immigration, as Texas tepidly (and partially) did in 2024. States should not place their trust in the
federal government for a secure border and pro-American immigration policy. They themselves must
act.

This article is part of The New American’s weekly online newsletter Insider Report, which is emailed to
TNA subscribers each week. Click here to subscribe to The New American to receive the Insider Report
and access exclusive content.

https://thenewamerican.com/featured/states-must-take-the-migration-issue-into-their-own-hands-heres-how/?utm_source=_pdf
https://tenthamendmentcenter.com/2018/08/06/more-evidence-that-the-us-constitution-does-not-mandate-federal-control-of-immigration/
https://thenewamerican.com/print/border-showdown/?utm_source=_pdf
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