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AOC Claims Illegal Immigrants Are Afraid to Go to E.R.
Because of Trump
New York Congresswoman Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) called out President
Donald Trump last week for allegedly
frightening illegal immigrants so bad that
they’re not seeking medical attention. AOC
claims that illegals in her district are
hesitant to get tested for COVID-19 due to a
belief that immigration officials might be
lurking in hospitals, ready to pounce and
deport them.

Ocasio-Cortez made the remarks on ABC’s Nightline. “He’s virulently fighting against healthcare
protections for immigrants. He’s made people afraid to go to the doctor because they are concerned
that ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) will pick them up in the E.R,” Ocasio-Cortez said.

According to ICE’s website, AOC’s assertion is incorrect and that she, and others like her, are the ones
creating the fear. “ICE does not conduct enforcement operations at medical facilities, except under
extraordinary circumstances. Claims to the contrary are false and create unnecessary fear within
communities. Individuals should continue to seek medical care,” the ICE website declared.

Several times over the pandemic, AOC has called people who wish to reopen the country “selfish” and
touted a universal healthcare solution, claiming that the current healthcare system is causing people to
“gamble” with their medical decisions.

“When you don’t have health insurance and you are scared to go to the doctor, your decisions around
your own health become primarily financial decisions,” AOC said. “And it becomes gambling.”

The congresswoman accused the president of “contributing to the health inequities” of districts such as
her own constituency (NY-14) by “targeting” them with ICE enforcement measures.

But if anything, ICE has curtailed enforcement activities during the COVID-19 scare. During the
pandemic, ICE has suspended all in-person check-ins for the Alternatives to Detention (ATD) programs.
They have suspended both office and home visits for the programs.

According to ICE, during the COVID-19 scare, the agency’s focus has shifted to a more humanitarian
posture and is delaying enforcement measures that are not high priority.

“ICE Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) will focus enforcement on public-safety risks and
individuals subject to mandatory detention based on criminal grounds. For those individuals who do not
fall into those categories, ERO will exercise discretion to delay enforcement actions until after the crisis
or use alternatives to detention as appropriate.”

For people such as Ocasio-Cortez, ICE seems to be saying all the right things. So, what is AOC’s angle
here?

Back in April, AOC made similar remarks about the president, accusing him of “xenophobic” response
to the virus.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dejUbFMadjI&amp;t=29s
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“Corona, Queens is the most heavily COVID-impacted zip code in America. I can tell you first hand that
many people are too scared to go to the hospital and continue to work because of Trump’s xenophobic
COVID response,” AOC tweeted.

Like seemingly everyone else in the Democrat Party, AOC is using the COVID-19 crisis to get what she
wants. And what AOC would like is nothing more than the complete transformation of the United States
into a socialist country. When asked what needs to be done about COVID-19 going forward, AOC said,
“We need free testing whether you’re insured or uninsured,” she said, before concluding, “Why
shouldn’t healthcare be treated as a human right in any condition?”

And, of course, Ocasio-Cortez pushed for socialist wealth redistribution in her own subtle way. “The
great irony of essential workers is that have typically been underpaid, under-recognized and under-
valued in our economy, and if there’s one thing that this crisis shows us it’s that our essential workers
deserve so much more.”

In the end, AOC hopes that the COVID-19 crisis will create more recognition of what she and like-
minded socialists believe is a systemic inequality in American society. “We all live in our own worlds
and sometimes it’s hard to experiences outside of our own, but I think one silver lining to the crisis is
that people are now recognizing the inequities that have been here all along — people saying, ‘Wow, I
didn’t know it was this bad.’”

Ocasio-Cortez may be right in her belief that some workers are under-appreciated and under-valued in
America. But that’s not an issue within the purview of the federal government. AOC is simply looking to
create more victims in America, because for representatives like her, victims equal votes.

Photo: klenger / iStock / Getty Images Plus

James Murphy is a freelance journalist who writes on a variety of subjects, with a primary focus on the
ongoing anthropogenic climate-change hoax and cultural issues. He can be reached
at jcmurphyABR@mail.com

https://twitter.com/AOC/status/1248998824938549249
mailto:jcmurphyABR@mail.com
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by James Murphy on May 26, 2020

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/james-murphy/?utm_source=_pdf

