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Alarmist Post Headline on the Arrest of “Noncriminal”
Illegal Aliens Amusingly Undermines Story’s Point
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The Washington Post sallied forth today with
a lacrymose yarn about the heartless Trump
administration’s arrest of illegal aliens who
are not criminals, yet somehow have found
themselves in the back of a paddy wagon
driven by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE).

“ICE is arresting soaring numbers of
immigrants with no criminal record,” the
headline blared, only to be followed by this
subheadline: “Federal immigration officers
are shifting their targets and tactics to
increase arrests. More than half of those
detained last month did not have a criminal
record.”

The problems: First, all “immigrants” notched a criminal record if they jumped the border illegally.
Illegally entering the country is a federal crime. A conviction in court merely makes it official.

Second, a number disclosed farther down in the story revealed the opposite of what the subheadline
suggests. At least 60 percent of those arrested since President Donald Trump entered office do have a
criminal record.

https://archive.vn/ZQSZl#selection-273.0-277.164
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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The Story
ICE “is detaining more immigrants who do not have a criminal record than at any other point since
President Donald Trump returned to the White House last year, according to newly released
government data,” the Post reported:

Trump officials have consistently stated that their goal is to keep Americans safe by
targeting enforcement against “the worst of the worst” — undocumented immigrants who
have committed violent crimes or repeated offenses. The new data, however, shows that
more than half of all the people ICE arrested in July did not have a criminal record, the
highest single-month total since January 2025.

The shift toward targeting more people with civil immigration violations but no criminal
charges has helped ICE achieve record numbers of overall arrests. In all, federal authorities
detained more than 49,000 migrants in July, the highest total during Trump’s second
administration, according to a Washington Post analysis of government data. The ICE arrest
data was made public by the Deportation Data Project, an outside group that obtained the
material through a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit.

Americans voted for that policy, so they aren’t likely as alarmed as the leftist scribes at the Post.

But then the newspaper, to its credit, revealed a more telling datum:

ICE has arrested more than half a million people since Trump returned to office, and nearly
40 percent do not have a criminal record. As of Aug. 6, ICE had detained more people
without a criminal record this year than in all of 2025. The administration has also already
exceeded the number of people ICE detained during all of President Joe Biden’s presidency,
as well as Trump’s first term and President Barack Obama’s last.

If “nearly 40 percent” of those 500,000-plus illegals “do not have a criminal record,” then more than 60
percent of them do.

That figure is more than 300,000.

Again, Americans aren’t likely concerned about the numbers. They voted for mass deportations. That
vote did not exempt “immigrants with no criminal record,” an infuriating refrain from the open-borders
Left.

The Law
Unhappily for that crowd, and the mulish Posties, “immigrants” with “no criminal record”  are illegal
aliens who have not been arrested or convicted of a crime apart from illegally entering the country.
Illegal entry is not merely a “civil immigration violation.”

8 U.S. Code 1325 is clear:

Any alien who (1) enters or attempts to enter the United States at any time or place other
than as designated by immigration officers, or (2) eludes examination or inspection by
immigration officers, or (3) attempts to enter or obtains entry to the United States by a

https://archive.vn/ZQSZl#selection-463.0-505.90
https://archive.vn/ZQSZl#selection-463.0-505.90
https://archive.vn/ZQSZl#selection-1695.0-1732.0
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/8/1325
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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willfully false or misleading representation or the willful concealment of a material fact,
shall, for the first commission of any such offense, be fined under title 18 or imprisoned not
more than 6 months, or both, and, for a subsequent commission of any such offense, be
fined under title 18, or imprisoned not more than 2 years, or both.

That law’s civil penalty does not override its criminal aspect: “Civil penalties under this subsection are
in addition to, and not in lieu of, any criminal or other civil penalties that may be imposed.”

“It is not a criminal violation to enter the country illegally… It’s not a crime.” – Rep Jasmine
Crockett pic.twitter.com/9tYYEvowlZ

— Libs of TikTok (@libsoftiktok) March 9, 2025

Last year, when outgoing far-left Democratic Representative Jasmine Crockett of Texas claimed on
MSNBC that entering the country illegally is not a crime, border czar Tom Homan quickly corrected
her.

“It’s a crime to enter the country illegally,” Homan told Fox Business, a violation of 8 U.S. Code 1325.
And entering the country illegally after being deported is a felony. 

“It’s really pathetic that any member of Congress doesn’t understand what the law says,” he continued:

They wrote the law. They enacted the law. … It is a criminal violation to enter the country
illegally. … I had to educate AOC years ago during a hearing that it’s a crime to enter this
country illegally.

.@RealTomHoman wasn't taking @AOC's bullshit.
If you want to seek legal asylum status, you go through the port of entry and do it the legal
way.
Failure to do so is a violation and should resort in justified detention.
pic.twitter.com/Hbgb1zOhUO

— Atheist Vader ��❤️�� (@VaderAtheist) August 30, 2026

During that hearing, AOC — Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) — confused jumping the
border with legally applying for asylum at a port of entry.

“Legal asylees are not charged with any crime,” said Ocasio-Cortez, perhaps the most famous former
bartender of Big Apple mixology:

Homan: When you enter the country illegally it’s a violation of 8 United States Code 1325. 

Ocasio-Cortez: Seeking asylum is legal.

Homan: When you want to seek asylum, you go through a port of entry and do it the legal way. The
attorney general of the United States has made that clear.

https://t.co/9tYYEvowlZ
https://x.com/libsoftiktok/status/1898569579292426454?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.foxbusiness.com/media/tom-homan-unloads-rep-jasmine-crockett-claiming-illegally-entering-us-not-crime?dicbo=v2-Q7AOhiz
https://twitter.com/libsoftiktok/status/1899111615079026931
https://x.com/RealTomHoman?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://x.com/AOC?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/Hbgb1zOhUO
https://x.com/VaderAtheist/status/2094001953718022253?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/saras76/status/1856033856048247011
https://thenewamerican.com/us/immigration/zero-tolerance-homan-will-become-border-czar/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/r-cort-kirkwood/?utm_source=_pdf
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