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Hysterical Hinduphobia? Biden Bans Travel From India
Amid COVID Surge

Nikhil Patil/iStock/Getty Images Plus

On Friday, President Joe Biden signed a
proclamation that imposes new travel
restrictions on India in light of its surging
COVID-19 cases, barring most non-U.S.
citizens of Indian descent from entering the
United States.

The new restrictions, which take effect
Tuesday, May 4, at 12:01 a.m. Eastern Time,
are on the advice of the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and
are “required to protect the Nation’s public
health” and “taken in the interest of the
United States,” according to the text.

“On the advice of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Administration will restrict travel
from India starting immediately,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said in a statement on Friday. 

The densely populated subcontinent recorded 386,452 COVID-19 cases on Friday, another record daily
cases count, according to the Indian Ministry of Health. Friday’s tally was the ninth day in a row the
country has added more than 300,000 cases, bringing the total number to more than 18.7 million.
Multiple other strains of the virus are reportedly circulating in India, too.

A day before the upcoming travel restrictions on India were announced, India’s national airline, Air
India, had announced it was planning to reintroduce a near pre-pandemic frequency of direct flights to
the United States in the first half of May. A number of countries — including the United Kingdom,
Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, France, Italy, UAE, and Canada — have placed travel restrictions,
ranging from quarantines to outright bans on travel from India.

On Wednesday, the World Health Organization (WHO) said that India accounted for 38 percent of
global coronavirus cases recorded in the week leading up to April 25.

India now joins the list of countries whose residents are prohibited from entry to the United States that
includes China and Iran — which were put on the list by the Trump administration — as well as the
European Schengen area, the U.K., Ireland, Brazil, and South Africa — which were added to the list by
President Biden.

Until recently, President Biden was a fierce opponent of travel restrictions, which he considered
unproductive in containing the spread of COVID. Regarding President Trump’s travel ban on China
imposed last February, then-candidate Biden tweeted: “We are in the midst of a crisis with the
coronavirus. We need to lead the way with science — not Donald Trump’s record of hysteria,
xenophobia and fear-mongering. He is the worst possible person to lead our country through a global
health emergency.” Biden repeated these words during a campaign appearance in Iowa.

As Trump pursued more travel bans to curb the spread of the coronavirus, including shutting down
U.S.-European travel in March of 2020, Biden continued to condemn the measures as ineffective.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/04/30/a-proclamation-on-the-suspension-of-entry-as-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-coronavirus-disease-2019/
https://news.yahoo.com/white-house-restrict-travel-india-184219711.html
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/
https://www.india.com/health/triple-mutation-strain-detected-in-4-indian-states-why-mutant-strain-is-dangerous-needs-effective-monitoring-explained-4601793/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/air-india-us-nonstop-frequency-to-be-back-to-pre-covid-level-soon/articleshow/82297240.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/travel-news/countries-that-have-put-india-in-red-list-due-to-rising-covid-19-cases/as82286549.cms
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/from-other-countries.html
https://twitter.com/JoeBiden/status/1223727977361338370?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1223727977361338370%7Ctwgr%5E%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lawenforcementtoday.com%2Fyes-joe-biden-did-refer-to-the-china-travel-ban-as-hysterical-xenophobia%2F
https://duckduckgo.com/?q=hysterical+xenophobia&amp;iax=videos&amp;ia=videos&amp;iai=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DQ4NFEyn2Qww
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf
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“Banning all travel from Europe — or any other part of the world — will not stop it,” Biden wrote. “A
wall will not stop the coronavirus…. This disease could impact every nation and any person on the
planet — and we need a plan to combat it.”

As the infection rate rose abroad and the cases started to appear in the United States, Americans were
overwhelmingly supportive of the protective travel bans on the affected countries. A Pew Research
Center survey showed that 95 percent of Americans agreed that “restricting international travel to the
U.S.” was the most necessary step in stopping the spread of the coronavirus. This is when then-
candidate Biden switched his position, pivoting to support travel bans. Biden’s deputy campaign
manager, Kate Bedingfield, told CNN: “Joe Biden supports travel bans that are guided by medical
experts, advocated by public health officials, and backed by a full strategy…. Science supported this
ban, therefore he did too.” Bedingfield equivocated when asked to explain Biden’s comments, saying
that the “xenophobia” allegation referred to Trump calling it the “Chinese virus,” not the travel ban.
The statement, however, appears to be fallible since Trump only referred to COVID-19 as “Chinese
virus” on March 17, 2020, well after the travel ban on China was imposed.

Back then, Trump’s travel restrictions sparked severe backlash from the liberal media. The restrictions
were arguably “emotional,” and “not effective,” and the media put the blame on “conservative
lawmakers and far-right supporters of the president.” The WHO’s recommendation against travel
restrictions were quoted often. Dr. Fauci himself spoke against the travel restrictions from China, only
to praise them later.

Biden now appears to embrace the policies he once vilified, banning travel from India as the
coronavirus spike there develops into a humanitarian crisis. No doubt he will get a much different
treatment from his party and the media than his predecessor.

https://twitter.com/JoeBiden/status/1238254697695326209
https://www.people-press.org/2020/03/26/worries-about-coronavirus-surge-as-most-americans-expect-a-recession-or-worse/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/03/politics/joe-biden-trump-china-coronavirus/index.html?utm_medium=social&amp;utm_term=image&amp;utm_content=2020-04-03T20%3A46%3A42&amp;utm_source=twCNNp
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/asian-america/trump-tweets-about-coronavirus-using-term-chinese-virus-n1161161
https://dailycaller.com/2020/03/20/flashback-how-the-press-covered-trumps-china-travel-ban/
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/who-chief-urges-countries-not-close-borders-foreigners-china
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/fauci-china-travel-ban-coronavirus-transparency-criticizes-trump-response
https://www.theblaze.com/news/dr-fauci-credits-trumps-china-travel-ban--opposed-by-joe-biden--with-preventing-italys-disaster-in-us
https://thenewamerican.com/author/veronika-kyrylenko/?utm_source=_pdf
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