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CDC Reports on Insurance Coverage
This drop of 1.4 percent is for all Americans
under 65 years of age. A July 1 AP story
about the CDC report rounded off the
percents to 67 in 2007 and 65 in 2008,
slightly exaggerating the difference. The AP
story quoted Kenneth Thorpe, a health
policy researcher at Emory University, as
saying the data is “bad news.” But Thorpe
also pointed out that those who lack private
coverage are not necessarily uninsured. In
fact, the percentage of those under 65 who
have public coverage has risen from 18.1 in
2007 to 19.3 percent in 2008.

These numbers are arrived at by surveying 75,000 Americans. At the time of the survey, 14.7 percent of
respondents of all ages said they were uninsured. The CDC estimates from this percentage that 43.8
million Americans are uninsured, 37.1 million being adults aged 18-64, 6.6 million being children under
18 years old, and the rest presumably being 65 or older. A higher percentage of children than ever
before, though, are now covered by public plans, the figures rising from 32.7 percent in 2007 to 34.2
percent in 2008.

An interesting fact about the uninsured is that the percentage of Hispanic persons who were uninsured
at the time of the interview was 31.5 percent. The figure was 10.5 percent among whites, 16.2 percent
among blacks, and 12.2 percent among Asians. This makes the percent of Hispanic persons who are
uninsured almost twice that of the next closest group, black Americans. This indicates that the illegal
aliens who have crossed our southern border are inflating the number of uninsured persons in America.

The Pew Hispanic Center estimated in 2008 that there were then 11.9 million illegal aliens living in the
United States. A Pew report on April 14 of this year estimated that 76 percent of all illegal aliens are
Hispanic, which would indicate about 9 million persons. The fact that nearly one out of three Hispanic
persons was uninsured, about twice the rate of any other ethnicity, shows that illegal immigration is
significantly impacting the healthcare system in the United States by adding millions of people to the
total number of uninsured. One way that President Obama has never mentioned for America to reduce
the number of uninsured would be to reduce the number of illegal aliens of all ethnicities. Eliminating
approximately 12 million people from the estimated 43.8 million uninsured would take care of more
than one-fourth of the problem.

The CDC report brings a final realization to mind. One argument against a public, government-run
insurance plan is that it would eventually displace private plans and become the only realistic option,
essentially establishing socialized medicine here in America. The CDC figures indicate that this trend is
already under way. In only the 10 years from 1998 to 2008, the percentage of Americans under age 65
who have private coverage has fallen from 72.0 percent to the aforementioned 65.4 percent. During
that same 10 year span, the percentage of Americans under 65 who have public coverage has gone from
12.7 percent to the previously stated 19.3 percent. Establishing a public insurance option — “Medicare
for the rest of us” — will only speed up the process.

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jqJEe9AqYvC-fym447umM6po7_4wD995THM02
http://pewhispanic.org/reports/report.php?ReportID=107
https://thenewamerican.com/author/steven-j-dubord/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Steven J. DuBord on July 3, 2009

Page 2 of 3

For an interesting look at President Obama’s healthcare plan, see Judge Andrew Napolitano’s Freedom
Watch program for June 24 featuring Congressman Ron Paul and Lew Rockwell of the Ludwig von
Mises Institute. Their discussion touches on insurance and Obama’s public coverage option.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-mRdPJGWsE

A transcript of the segment on healthcare is available at RonPaul.com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X-mRdPJGWsE
http://www.ronpaul.com/2009-06-25/ron-paul-americans-should-be-allowed-to-opt-out-of-obamas-healthcare-system/
https://thenewamerican.com/author/steven-j-dubord/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Steven J. DuBord on July 3, 2009

Page 3 of 3

Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.

https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/steven-j-dubord/?utm_source=_pdf

