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California Has 12,209,605 People Enrolled in Medicaid or
CHIP Programs
As of November 2016, California has
enrolled 12,209,605 individuals in Medicaid
and CHIP programs, according the report,
“Medicaid & CHIP in California,” posted at
Medicaid.gov.

This represents a net increase of 57.43
percent since the first Marketplace Open
Enrollment Period and related Medicaid
program changes in October 2013.

A February 15 report from CNSNews.com
compared these California Medicaid/CHIP
enrollment figures with the U.S. Census
Bureau’s “State Population Totals Tables:
2010-2016” and concluded that the number
of people enrolled in these programs in
California exceeds the total populations of
44 states.

The report noted that as of January 1, 2014, states joining ObamaCare’s Medicaid expansion could
enroll people in the federal-state program under new, relaxed eligibility requirements. California was
one of those states.

A report compiled by the Advisory Board research firm on January 31, 2016 showed that 31 states plus
the District of Columbia have opted to participate in the Affordable Care Act (ObamaCare) Medicaid
expansion.
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In the fall of 2013, the ObamaCare exchanges opened to enroll people in health insurance plans for
2014.

The average number of Medicaid/CHIP enrollees in California in July-September 2013 — the last
quarter before the ObamaCare exchanges opened — was 7,755,381, according to CMS (Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, part of the Department of Health and Human Services [HHS].)

However, by November 2016, notes the CNSNews report (the latest month for which CMS figures are
available) the number of Medicaid/CHIP enrollees in California was 12,209,605 — a 57.43 percent
increase — equalling nearly one-third of the state’s populace!

A quick look at the Advisory Board’s report suggests that those states that opted to participate in
expanding Medicaid are notably among those that have seen severe budget woes in recent years, as
well as an exodus of residents and businesses. 

California’s Governor Jerry Brown (D) signed legislation on June 27, 2013, to expand the state’s
Medicaid program, Medi-Cal, to more than 1.4 million additional residents under the ACA (ObamaCare).

https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/by-state/stateprofile.html?state=california
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New Jersey Governor Chris Christie (R) signed a state budget on June 28, 2013, that included $227
million for Medicaid expansion in the state. However, he subsequently vetoed legislation that would
have made the expansion permanent in the state. This straddling of the fence may be attributable to the
fact that although Christie is an ostensibly conservative Republican, Democrats control both houses of
the state legislature.

On June 28, 2012, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) announced immediately following the
Supreme Court’s ruling on the ACA (National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius) that New
York would participate in the expansion.

(In National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius, the high court ruled that the expansion of
Medicaid was not a valid exercise of Congress’ spending power, as it would coerce states to either
accept the expansion or risk losing existing Medicaid funding. The ruling made participation in the
expanded Medicaid program voluntary.)

Citing CMS figures, CNSNews reported that New York has the second largest number of people
enrolled in Medicaid/CHIP—with 6,411,789.

That is an increase of 733,363, or 12.9 percent from the average of 5,678,417 people enrolled in
Medicaid/CHIP in New York in July-September 2013.

In recent years, the preceding states have all seen budget problems, requiring the raising of taxes, and
a subsequent exodus of resident and business in recent years.

In contrast, in Texas, (as just one example) former Governor Rick Perry (R) and the Republican majority
in the state legislature unanimously rejected the Medicaid expansion. The economy of Texas continues
to grow, attracting new residents and businesses that have relocated from high-tax states such as
California.

The Health Insurance Association of America describes Medicaid as a “government insurance program
for persons of all ages whose income and resources are insufficient to pay for health care.”

The Social Security Amendments of 1965 created Medicaid by adding Title XIX to the Social Security
Act. Under the program, the federal government provides matching funds to states to enable them to
provide medical assistance to residents who meet certain eligibility requirements. Having limited assets
is one of the primary requirements for Medicaid eligibility.

CHIP (originally called the State Children’s Health Insurance Program — SCHIP) but known the
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) is a program administered by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services that provides matching funds to states to provide for health insurance to
families with children. The program was designed to cover uninsured children in families with incomes
that are modest but too high to qualify for Medicaid.

As with practically all federal programs that provide aid to the states, one can search the Constitution
in vain to find language that authorizes such programs.

Related articles:

IRS Won’t Make Taxpayers Say If They Met ObamaCare’s Individual Mandate

Three Charged in $1 Billion Medicare/Medicaid Fraud Scheme

 Trumps Says His HealthCare Plan Will Provide “Insurance for Everybody”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Security_Act
https://thenewamerican.com/irs-won-t-make-taxpayers-say-if-they-met-obamacare-s-individual-mandate/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/three-charged-in-1-billion-medicare-medicaid-fraud-scheme/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/trumps-says-his-healthcare-plan-will-provide-insurance-for-everybody/?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/warren-mass/?utm_source=_pdf


Written by Warren Mass on February 16, 2017

Page 3 of 4

Senate Passes First Step To Repeal ObamaCare, Rand Paul Goes His Own Way

ObamaCare Funding Abortion in Many Ways

Auditors Get ObamaCare Insurance With Fake Identities, Documents

Trump Picks Anti-ObamaCare Tom Price to Head HHS

Democrats Politicized ObamaCare, Warned Supreme Court Not To

ObamaCare on the Brink

Will President Trump Finally Rid Us of ObamaCare?

Half of ObamaCare Enrollees Avoid Doctors’ Visits to Save Healthcare Costs

ObamaCare Premiums to Increase By Double-Digits in 2017

Is Trump Moving Away From His Promise to Repeal ObamaCare?
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