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Ex-CBS Reporter: We Colluded With Dems in Faking
Negative Impact of Gov’t Shutdowns
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It could be Exhibit A for why people don’t
trust government and the legacy media.
Only, well, there are so many damning
exhibits to choose from. The story?

We’ve heard much about “collusion,” such as
the Trump/Russia-collusion hoax. But here’s
a story of real collusion, from the people
who gave us that hoax:

Years ago, CBS couldn’t find real-life
negative impacts of a government
“shutdown” that was taking place and which
the Democrats were blaming on the
Republicans. The solution?

Be party to the Democrats’ faking of a negative impact.

This bombshell was revealed, too, by a reporter who was with CBS at the time: Sharyl Attkisson.

Smoke and Mirrors
Attkisson was obviously inspired to relate the information by the recent budget battle, during which a
Government Shutdown™ loomed. As she wrote Thursday on X:

Quick story about govt. shutdowns and the theatrics behind them. One year when I was
reporting at CBS News during a govt. shutdown, I think 2013, we were sincerely searching
for real life impact. When we couldn’t find any, *that* should have been part of the story.
Instead, we kept trying to create the appearance of an impact. It wasn’t really trying to be
dishonest. It was, in my retrospective view, because the general editorial idea for the story
was to show how bad the “Republican” shutdown was for ordinary Americans, and the
answer simply couldn’t be that it wasn’t. I’ve written quite a bit about this but we, as
journalists, too often “decide” the story in advance and shape the facts to fit our narrative,
rather than gathering information and letting that tell the story, whatever it may be.
Anyway, the Ds were blaming Rs for the shutdown, so we were calling Ds and the Obama
administration for ideas to report what was the real impact. Taking our cue, these officials
fabricated impact that we could report. For example, they cordoned off outdoor public
monuments in Washington DC. We knew and even discussed in the newsroom that this
made no sense. These monuments weren’t “manned” to begin with. The only reason to
cordon them off from the public was so that visiting tourists would see the “impact” of the
shutdowns and the news media would have something to take pictures of and interview
people about. There are other examples but this is the one I remember the most.

Here’s Attkisson’s tweet:

https://x.com/SharylAttkisson/status/1869913284318519730?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1869913284318519730%7Ctwgr%5E1ece3e73546d3002e28c10e9772793e6a8410e15%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&amp;ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westernjournal.com%2Fex-cbs-reporter-couldnt-find-real-life-impacts-govt-shutdown-dems-rigged-fake-scenes-us-photograph%2F%3Futm_source%3Dsiteutm_medium%3DMSNutm_campaign%3Dsyndicationutm_content%3D2024-12-20
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Stealth Dishonesty
Telling the tale in the above, however, is Attkisson’s statement that it “wasn’t really trying to be
dishonest.” For not “really” being dishonest also means not really being honest. (Apropos to this, too, I
just penned a “Last Word” column on honesty. It will appear in the January 13, 2025 issue of The New
American magazine.) As I explained, responding to Attkisson on X:

Except, Sharyl, that it WAS an example of being dishonest.

Look, I’m a fellow journalist and appreciate the work you’re doing now. But if you want to
avoid dishonesty in the future, you must acknowledge what it is. And what you’re really
saying (it’s important to define this precisely) is this:

Your team was rationalizing; that’s when one lies to oneself.

And, of course, once self-deception is achieved, fooling others happens as a matter of
course.

“Honesty about honesty is the best policy,” I then added in a second post (tweets below).

Do know that Attkisson’s experience — realizing that a story thesis is invalid during investigation — is
common in journalism. But when the situation arises, you must either alter the thesis or abandon the
story.

Yes, I know from experience this hurts. On a few occasions in my career, I’ve spent hours on an article,
only to then realize there was no “there” there. That’s when you have to suck it up and move on.

Admittedly, this is easier to do when you’re flying solo, as I often do, than when you’re part of a team
bent on doing a given story. Yet this is also why you must choose your team wisely. At The New
American, management would be foursquare behind any writer who exposed a story thesis’ falsity. It’s
called having honor and, most importantly, loving Truth.

The Cost of Lies
And if we love Truth and want to see it prevail, in our time and place, we mustn’t be faint-hearted in
characterizing trespasses against it. What CBS and the Democrats did is nothing less than evil.

As I often say, giving people misinformation is like feeding false data into a computer: garbage in,
garbage out. Consider Attkisson’s government shutdown example.

First, the Democrats’ political games had an immediate effect. That is, people enjoying once-in-a-
lifetime vacations, schoolchildren on field trips, etc., had their experiences partially to completely
ruined by the cordoning off of the monuments.

But then there’s a far more serious effect: causing Americans to support bad politicians and policies.
Most simply, the Dem-CBS deception surely influenced some people to support the Democrats, the very
people causing the problem. (Of course, that’s the idea.)

Even more egregiously, however, the stunt helped promote the illusion of big government’s necessity. If
people actually experienced how nothing much changes during a “shutdown,” they might realize how
unnecessary much of government is.

As to this, the excellent John Stossel segment below illustrates shutdowns’ true (in)significance.

https://thenewamerican.com/us/the-tapper-cnn-maddow-lawsuits-and-the-dying-mainstream-media/?utm_source=_pdf
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The second most popular commenter under the video summed the matter up well. “The crisis is that the
people might learn that we can live without big government,” he wrote.

What we can’t live with, though, are big lies — peddled continuously.

The good news is that the big liars, the legacy media, are going out of business. And few things would
be better for our Republic than their demise.

https://thenewamerican.com/author/selwyn-duke/?utm_source=_pdf
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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