llewAmerican

Written by Raven Clabough on March 29, 2011

Young Activist Schools Bill Ayers on Charter Schools

During radical revolutionary Bill Ayers’ '
appearance at New Jersey’s Montclair State
University, he was publicly called out by a
young black activist. Vanessa Jean-Louis
(pictured) courageously forced Ayers to
explain his opposition to charter schools and
effectively “schooled” him on the subject.

A self-proclaimed “Afroconservative,” Jean-
Louis emphasized the necessity for charter
schools to Ayers and questioned him on his
hypocritical assertions:

I had parents and students crying ... to
make sure that their students could
get into the charter schools in the
district — because the charter schools
were higher performing — despite the
fact that the public educational
expenditures were higher. I'm just
trying to understand exactly what your
solutions are. In the same breath you
said you're anti-government, but
you're also anti-privatization ... I don’t
understand what your solutions are,
specifically for the African America
community.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AlxwCKXOt6w

Ayers’ response was typical of a progressive: “What we need to do is invest more in the public schools.”
Surprisingly, the crowd would not accept that answer, and collectively yelled out “Nooooo.”

Clearly adept on the subject, Jean-Louis replied to Ayers, “The per-pupil expenditures are higher in the
inner city but we’re still not getting the results.”

Ayers then attempted to cite a Stanford University study that he insisted disputed claims that charter
schools were better than public schools: “Here’s the truth about charter schools. They select their
students and they’'re not doing better.”

The Youtube video of the exchange between the two cuts to Jean-Louis refuting Ayers’ assertion based
on her research of the very same Stanford study to which Ayers referred:

Stanford researchers found that students in these two categories [students in poverty and English
language learners] who attend charter schools routinely outperform their traditional counterparts
in reading or math.

The students in the two categories she mentioned are majority African American and Hispanic.
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According to GothamSchools.org, the Stanford University study shows that students in 50 charter
schools across the city are “outperforming their peers in district schools on state tests.” The website
observes,

Charter school advocates welcomed the study, which is the second of its kind in the last several
months to show charter schools outperforming district schools. In September of last year, another
researcher at Stanford, Caroline Hoxby, released a study comparing students who entered and
won charter school lotteries to those who entered the same lotteries but did not secure seats.

Jean-Louis’ statements to Ayers and the information found in studies such as that conducted by
Stanford University are same sentiments which inspired Davis Guggenheim to write Waiting for
Superman, a documentary about the “hidden catastrophe spreading quietly, insidiously through our
nation’s cities, towns, and communities.” According to the film’s website, the documentary is “a deeply
personal exploration of the current state of public education in the U.S. and how it is affecting our
children.”

Guggenheim was also responsible for the production of the liberal climate change documentary An
Inconvenient Truth, and so cannot be accused of seeking to advocate conservative ideologies in Waiting
for Superman for the sake of advancing his own political agenda. Slowly but surely, Americans are
facing the reality of the disaster that is public education.

Young Vanessa Jean-Louis showed rare courage and insight in refusing to be misled or to allow the
indoctrination of her peers by the radical member of Weather Underground.
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Subscribe to the New American

Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,
non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a
world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

What's Included?

24 Issues Per Year

Optional Print Edition

Digital Edition Access

= : Exclusive Subscriber Content
THE VAX = | L Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues

Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!

Subscribe Cancel anytime.

Page 3 of 3


https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/subscribe?utm_source=_pdf
https://thenewamerican.com/author/raven-clabough/?utm_source=_pdf

