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Texas School Board Approves Pro-evolution Materials
The debate focused in particular on
supplemental science materials for high
school biology books and their coverage of
evolution. While many mainstream science
education groups supported the e-books in
question, conservative groups criticized the
e-books’ failure to cover all sides of various
issues and to critically analyze Charles
Darwin’s theories.

On Friday, however, the Texas board voted
not only to adopt the e-books, but to reject
the inclusion of materials submitted by
International Databases, which called
Darwin’s theory of evolution into question.

Ryan Valentine, deputy director of the Texas Freedom Network — an organization Reuters calls “a
liberal group that counters attempts by evangelical conservatives to affect public policy” — celebrated
the board’s decisions:

These two votes represent a definitive victory for science and the students of Texas, and a
complete defeat of the far-right’s two-year campaign to dumb down instruction on evolution in
Texas schools.

David Bradley, on the other hand, one of the conservative members of the board, was displeased with
the outcome, believing that the vote wholly ignores “errors” in education materials that have been
identified by evolution opponents, and yet are still being taught to public school students. “So we’re
going to kick the can down the road, and we’re just going to delegate that responsibility and give it to
the commissioner,” Bradley opined.

Friday’s vote followed long hours of testimony from both sides of the debate. It was the first since a
2009 vote by the Texas Board of Education approved standards that encouraged debate over the
accuracy of evolution.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/07/22/us-creationism-texas-idUSTRE76L54S20110722
https://thenewamerican.com/author/raven-clabough/?utm_source=_pdf
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