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Harvard Youth Poll Finds: Only One-third of Young
Republicans Comfortable Sharing Political Views
The results of the latest national poll of
America’s 18- to 29-year-olds by the Institute
of Politics (IOP) at Harvard Kennedy School,
released on November 19, noted — among
other things: “Young Republicans are far
less comfortable sharing their political views
with professors than Democrats and
Independents.”

The poll found that 87 percent of young
Americans between 18 and 29 years old
describing themselves as Republicans are
comfortable sharing political views with
their parents, 74 percent are comfortable
sharing political views with their friends, 49
percent are comfortable sharing political
views with their colleagues at work, 41
percent are comfortable sharing political
views with their supervisors at work, but
only 35 percent are comfortable sharing
political views with their professors.

In contrast, 56 percent of young Americans describing themselves as Democrats and 51 percent calling
themselves Independents are comfortable sharing political views with their professors.

The College Fix quoted Harvard sophomore Cathy Sun, who was involved in the creation of the poll,
who told the website in a phone call: “The poll results showed that Republicans are far less likely to feel
comfortable sharing their political views with their professor.”

The conservative website observed that the Harvard poll’s results are similar to those found by “College
Pulse,” a poll conducted by The College Fix in September, which found that 73 percent of Republican
students answered “yes” to the question: “Have you ever withheld your political views in class for fear
that your grades would suffer?”

A report posted by the New Right Network in September observed that conservative students on some
college campuses fear more that receiving poor grades from their professors for expressing their views,
but actually fear physical assaults and harassing behavior, as well. The article cited a Los Angeles
Times report from Los Angeles TV station KTLA on September 29, about Matthew Vitale, a UC
Riverside student who asked campus police to arrest a fellow student who grabbed his “Make America
Great Again” hat from his head and verbally attacked him with profanity-filled accusations of promoting
“genocide.” The Times, normally considered to be a very liberal news organ, reported:

Many conservative students say efforts to silence them have escalated since President Trump’s
election last year. Massive protests shut down campus talks by right-wing firebrand Milo
Yiannopoulos at UC Davis and UC Berkeley this year and led to unprecedented security costs for
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other speakers, such as conservative writer Ben Shapiro.

A November 19 article posted by The New American reported the experience of Whitney Bailey, an
associate professor at the College of Human Sciences at Oklahoma State University, who in 2017 took
an unpaid leave of absence to accept an appointment at the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services from incoming President Donald Trump.

Whitney subsequently filed a lawsuit against OSU, alleging that Democrats at the university denied her
a promotion because of her political beliefs.
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Professor’s Lawsuit in Oklahoma Illustrates the Liberal Bias of American Universities

College Students Turn On Liberal Professors

Liberal Hypocrisy Rampant on College Campuses

 

Warren Mass has served The New American since its launch in 1985 in several capacities, including
marketing, editing, and writing. Since retiring from the staff several years ago, he has been a regular
contributor to the magazine. Warren writes from Texas and can be reached at
wmass@thenewamerican.com.
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Subscribe to the New American
Get exclusive digital access to the most informative,

non-partisan truthful news source for patriotic Americans!

Discover a refreshing blend of time-honored values, principles and insightful
perspectives within the pages of "The New American" magazine. Delve into a

world where tradition is the foundation, and exploration knows no bounds.

From politics and finance to foreign affairs, environment, culture,
and technology, we bring you an unparalleled array of topics that matter most.

Subscribe

What's Included?
24 Issues Per Year
Optional Print Edition
Digital Edition Access
Exclusive Subscriber Content
Audio provided for all articles
Unlimited access to past issues
Coming Soon! Ad FREE
60-Day money back guarantee!
Cancel anytime.
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